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Reflecting on the trajectory of urban development in China, the
construction of green spaces has achieved remarkable results.
The number of parks has continued to grow, greenway networks
have steadily expanded, and waterfront spaces have progressively
opened to the public. Country parks, community parks, and
various attached green spaces have collectively reshaped the
urban landscape. The overall green coverage rate in built-up
urban areas has exceeded 40%, placing Chinese cities among the
higher levels globally. Chinese cities have delivered remarkable
achievements in terms of “whether green space exists” and “how
much is provided.” Today, however, the critical question has shifted
to “how vibrant these spaces are.”

The core challenge facing urban green space development
in China lies in the fact that the accumulation of green quantity
has not automatically translated into the generation of vitality.
Many green spaces appear lush yet lack liveliness; many parks are
exquisitely designed yet fail to attract sustained use. Green space
vitality should not be understood simply as an increase in the
intensity of human use, but rather as the re-coupling of ecological
processes and social life within the urban context. Green spaces
are not only associated with soil, water, vegetation, insects, birds,
and microclimates, but also support staying, interaction, leisure,
mobility, consumption, and place identity. They are among the
few urban spaces capable of accommodating both natural life
and public life. Only when ecological and social processes are
effectively re-coupled can green spaces truly transform from
“constructed spaces” into “sustainable living systems.”
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Reactivating green space vitality must begin with a return
to their ecological foundations. Green spaces are not mere
decorative plant assemblages, but living systems with intrinsic
ecological rhythms. Future efforts should shift from an emphasis
on “landscape coverage” to “ecological processes,” respecting
natural dynamics and succession. This entails allowing soils to
breathe, enabling rainwater infiltration, and retaining leaf litter
and deadwood to provide habitats for microorganisms, insects,
and small fauna, thereby fostering self-sustaining and self-
renewing systems. In addition, green spaces should evolve from
“monocultural planting” to “multi-layered communities,” offering
diverse habitats for bird nesting, insect pollination, and small
animal foraging. More importantly, it is essential to move beyond
the limitations of ecology confined within parks and accelerate
the construction of interconnected blue-green networks. Through
ecological corridors and stepping-stone habitats, fragmented
green patches can be linked, enabling the movement of wind,
water, seeds, and wildlife across the city. Only when ecological
systems function as networks can green spaces move beyond
isolated landscapes to deliver systemic benefits, including
microclimate regulation, mitigation of the urban heat island effect,
and enhanced urban resilience.

While consolidating the ecological foundation, it is equally
important to stimulate the social vitality of green spaces
through strategies of spatial integration. First, accessibility
must be maximized by breaking down enclosed boundaries and
embedding green spaces into everyday urban life. Green spaces
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should no longer be destinations requiring deliberate visits, but
natural extensions of streets and integral components of daily
routines. When greenery permeates from parks into streets and
neighborhoods, residents can truly experience greenery as part
of everyday life. Second, the conditions for staying and diverse
uses within green spaces should be strengthened. Vitality lies
not only in movement, but also in staying and social interaction.
Comfortable seating, child-friendly play areas, accessible facilities
for the elderly, and inclusive public amenities encourage people
of all ages to linger and connect. Green spaces should function
as open-air theaters, outdoor classrooms, and community

living rooms, accommodating cultural events, local markets,
environmental education, and public exchange, thereby enabling
public life to flourish within green environments. Finally, green
spaces should serve as “green engines” for surrounding urban
regeneration. Through a “park+” approach, commercial services,
cultural facilities, and community functions can be integrated
along park edges, allowing vitality to spill over into adjacent areas
and promoting the coordinated enhancement of neighborhood-
scale economies, community vitality, and spatial quality. In this
way, ecological value can be effectively translated into social and
economic values.

The focus of urban green space development in China has
shifted from simply increasing greenery to activating it—activating
both the spaces themselves and the urban systems in which they
are embedded. Ultimately, revitalizing green space means enabling
nature to thrive again within cities, reintegrating social life into
green spaces, and reintegrating ecology with everyday urban life.
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