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ABSTRACT

On January 21, 2018, the Forum of the Committee of Landscape
Architecture, Chinese Society for Urban Studies was held at the College of
Architecture and Landscape in Peking University. More than 30 participants
from the fields of landscape, ecology, water management, and planning
exchanged ideas on the current Beautiful China and Ecological Civilization
Construction movements, as well as the development of Landscape
Architecture and interdisciplinary and multi-professional collaborations.

A consensus on the urgency and necessity of collaborative ecological
practices, while an acknowledgement on the difficulties of such work,

was reached. Specifically, problems of competitiveness and responsibility
remain in the interdisciplinary practice; and the discipline of Landscape
Architecture currently fails to identify its strengths. Thus, Landscape
Architecture needs to actively promote disciplinary and industrial
integration to meet contemporary needs.
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Introduction

Ecological Civilization Construction has
become increasingly popular in China since
the beginning of the twenty-first century as
a means of combating complex ecological
and environmental problems. In recent
years, Ecological Civilization Construction
has become critical in national policy-
making. In November 2012, it was
identified as one of the important agendas
to China’s national development, together
with the “Beautiful China” vision. In
October 2015, “enhancing Ecological
Civilization Construction” was written
into the national five-year plan, and

on March 11, 2018, the Ecological
Civilization Construction was included in
the Constitution of China. Several days
later, the State Council’s institutional
reform program was approved to establish
the Ministry of Natural Resources and

the Ministry of Ecological Environments
as parts of the State Council. With their
establishment, resource management, land
rights registration, and environmental
protection responsibilities were re-
organized under these two departments
respectively.

In this context, the discipline of
Landscape Architecture continues to
examine its responsibilities and mission.
On November 7, 2016, Baoxing Qiu,
president of the Chinese Society for
Urban Studies and counselor of the State
Council, met with more than 40 Landscape
Architecture scholars, practicians, and

educators to form the Professional

052

Committee of Landscape Architecture
and Beautiful China Construction (short
for Committee of Landscape Architecture
or CLA). On January 21, 2018, more
than 30 scholars, designers, educators,
and other professionals from fields of
ecology, water management, planning,
and landscape design met at the Forum of
CLA to discuss the issues on construction
of Beautiful China and Ecological
Civilization, and the disciplinary and
industrial development of Landscape
Architecture.

The Beautiful and Ecological Vision of
China

Kongjian YU: CLA was established to
deal with the urgent ecological problems
China is currently facing, and to promote
the construction of Beautiful China and
Ecological Civilization. Considering that
there is no well-developed profession
to undertake this important task, it is
necessary to construct a new professional
and theoretical system that integrates
disciplines to address issues of large-
scale water, land, and environmental
restoration. We should also recognize
that these issues are unique in China, and
that the experience from other countries
could not help establish a system to
solve contemporary problems. Thus,

a new professional and disciplinary
system, which concerns the construction
of Beautiful China and Ecological
Civilization, is to be established to meet

both national and social requirements.

Bin JIANG: The construction of
Beautiful China is ultimately for people’s
welfare. Meanwhile, the development
of the Ecological Civilization aims at
creating a sustainable natural and physical
environment that is suitable for all people
to thrive. Once people are more confident
in the future, collective cultural confidence
will be generated. We, landscape architects,
can help realize these goals by creating
quality living environments.

We could take initiatives to learn new
theories and technologies from multiple
disciplines and rethink how we perform
research to understand the land and the
people. New perspectives and methods
are urgently needed to make our country,
cities, and landscapes healthier.

Liding CHEN: The construction of
Beautiful China is a long-term, systematic,
and complex agenda that requires
Landscape Architecture to develop new
standards for disciplinary framework
improvement and educational innovation.
Landscape architects should devote
themselves to designing sustainable spaces
that can meet local artistic and functional
requirements while also addressing larger
regional scale issues in ecological ways.
Practices that respect people’s needs and
that bring science into the construction of
Beautiful China are needed so to develop
works through public engagement and
educational programs that help citizens
have a better awareness of the ecological,
social, cultural, and economic value of

urban landscapes.
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Chao WEI: We could contribute to
the construction of Beautiful China in
several ways: 1) Policy participation:
in addressing the complex human-land
relationship, Landscape Architecture
should play a role in the implementation
of national and local policies. 2)
Interdisciplinary collaboration:
working between various disciplines
has become a consensus in Landscape
Architecture, which calls for more
platforms for cooperation. Meanwhile,
the popularization of the professional
knowledge and good ideas is also
necessary to be interpreted in an explicit
way to help practitioners and the public
better understand the discipline. 3)
Talent training: understanding the entire
industrial chain is increasingly important
for practitioners. For example, Public-
Private-Partnership projects require the
practitioners to fully understand the
entire industry.

Shankun SUN: To build an
ecologically beautiful China, it is
necessary to coordinate ecological issues
with cultural systems, and to maintain
an equal emphasis on both ecological
and human factors. Regional cultures
are the soul of a place. Both cultural and
ecological landscapes are necessary in
the development of Beautiful China.

Min TANG: Landscape design is
about the construction of outdoor
public spaces. Design should respect the

natural ecology and the spirit of a place,
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including its culture, history, reputation,
and goodness. Landscapes also need to
consider and meet new cultural, spiritual,
and social requirements. There is an
urgent need to reconstruct the cultural
infrastructure so that the public space

of each place could be equipped with
functions of education and cultural

inheritance.

Jun WANG: We should give more
attention to brownfield remediation in
ecological restoration. It is also necessary
to consider how local and traditional
cultures can be integrated with ecological
design practices to meet ecological and
cultural requirements while producing

quality spatial design.

Jinsheng LI: China’s urban
development has shifted from large-
scale expansion to quality-oriented
improvements. To improve the quality
of urban life, we must pay attention to
industrial development, public goods
and services, and urban and rural space
renewal, among which Landscape
Architecture may contribute a lot to
the latter. Although great achievements
have been made in urban and rural
construction with rapid urbanization,
past strategies in landscape design cases
have neglected ecological approaches and
local conditions, and might create overly-
constructed spaces. It is our duty to think
about urban and rural Chinese landscape
characteristics, to encourage landscape

architects to contribute more to public-



beneficial improvement activities, and

to publish guide books that are easy to
read to help citizens better understand
landscape.

Dihua LI: On September 35,2017, the
Guiding Opinions on Launching Actions
for Quality Enhancement by the State
Council of the People’s Republic of China
was introduced to improve the quality of
China’s products and services. The quality
issue is also at the core of Landscape
Architecture, and we should devote
ourselves to improving land management
and urban construction quality to realize

the Beautiful China vision.

Development Prospects for Landscape
Architecture — The Era of
Interdisciplinary Collaboration 2.0

Jianwei LI: The professional structure
of Landscape Architecture can no
longer meet the requirements of current
social development, and reform and
innovation are necessary to address new
ecological and economic challenges:
1) The professional development of
Landscape Architecture must conform
to contemporary China’s needs and
conditions; 2) The professional knowledge
base should be reinforced continuously;
3) Landscape architects should focus
on larger-scale systems such as nation-
wide Landscape Systems, rather than on
the design and planning of small urban
green spaces; 4) Problems in the process
of interdisciplinary collaboration need

to be resolved. These four strategies that
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emphasize cooperation among related
disciplines are at the core of future

disciplinary development.

Lei XING: Societal needs are the
motivating force in the development of
Landscape Architecture and for policy
reform. For practitioners, it is expected
that the framework of government
departments could be optimized so that
they can work more efficiently without
too many barriers in interdepartmental
coordination. Regarding disciplinary
innovation, students should acquire
knowledge across disciplines. Through
these strategies, we can keep improving
profession and continue to resolve

broad societal issues through design.

Yang YU: Landscape Architecture
schools should collaborate with
industries to explore how cooperation
between pedagogy, research, and
practice can be integrated with national
policies and industrial shifts. Meanwhile,
industries should share experience to
better link education with practice.

Specifically, I would first suggest
that interdisciplinary principles
and methods of collaboration be
clarified to resolve practical problems.
Secondly, the discipline of Landscape
Architecture should continue to make
itself relevant to the broader public.
Thirdly, landscape architects need to
take more responsibility for making the
discipline known and needed, and build
stronger ties between design and public

discourses.

Weilan BAI: Landscape Architecture
needs to develop in collaboration with other
disciplines, which requires practitioners to
have a broader vision and more concrete
knowledge base to solve problems regarding
spatial planning and design, social needs,
and synergetic development with economy
growth. This also requires more experience
obtained from practice and an opened
mindedness to new research and design
methods that can position the discipline in
a larger context and address contemporary

issues.

Tao LUO: We must first have an in-
depth understanding of the Landscape
Architecture discipline to anticipate
future development of interdisciplinary
collaboration. Secondly, breakthroughs are
needed in both theoretical research and
applied technology. We should also think
about how traditional Chinese ecological
ideas can be integrated into modern
science, and how college and university
trainings could meet the demands of social

development.

Ping ZHANG: With economic growth,
Landscape Architecture will continue
to grow as long as it collaborates with
adjacent disciplines and industries, and
draws lessons from practices. Landscape
Architecture should take responsibility for
social development, aesthetic cultivation,

and core value construction.

Yudong WEI: We do not currently
have any disciplines that focus specifically

on rural landscape architecture or
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planning. It has been five years since
Beautiful Village Construction began, and
governments have given much attention
to rural construction, including making
investments to large numbers of scenic
rural landscapes. Compared to the rate of
infrastructure construction, construction
of eco-friendly landscapes still need to be
accelerated. Current problems within rural
planning and design are caused mainly

by the improper application of urban
planning and design strategies into the
rural areas, largely due to the differences
between urban and rural areas in land
use, ecological services, implementation
mechanism, and human-land relationship.
I hope that more attention could be

paid to rural planning and design

by establishing a new discipline. The
landscape industry should also contribute
to the development of rural areas through
policy work and public engagement

that advances the design strengths of
Landscape Architecture.

Xiangwei KONG: Landscape
Architecture can facilitate rural
revitalization in China. I would encourage
landscape architects to design on-site.
Only with a better understanding of the
nature, rurality, and village, can they
develop a more integrated concept of rural
construction. Ultimately, rural landscape

design is to seek welfare of rural residents.

Jenny TANG: Cities will face new
challenges and opportunities in the future.
Ecological infrastructure is the only living

infrastructure in cities and it may never
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work well in the long run with rather
short-term considerations. Urban and
rural development requires the profession
of Landscape Architecture to be wide-
ranging and to produce high-quality
designs. I would suggest that government
decision-making stress on rules and large-
scale regulations but leave room for
professionals, i.e. landscape architects or

constructors in their area of practices.

Xin WANG: Landscape Architecture
should be integrated with more fields
such as Sociology, Economics, Psychology,
and Aesthetics. Sustainable ecological
landscapes are inseparable from Economics
as etymologically they both seek to
respond to the human-land relationship.
No matter it is for quantitative assessment
of landscape demand, or for landscape
performance evaluation, cooperation
between Landscape Architecture and
Economics is always needed. Better
collaboration, better future for Landscape
Architecture.

Hui HAN: Nowadays, Public-Private-
Partnership or Engineering Procurement
Construction patterns are preferred in
municipal landscape projects, aiming
at exploring a package solution to all
problems by social capital. Under this
background, the industry of landscape
is better integrated with other related
industries covering water resources,
water environment, water ecology, and
municipal services. Although this type of
collaboration may help solve problems

more systematically and efficiently, social



capital which is capable to both link
different industries together and integrate
investment, construction, and operation
as a whole is still lacking. Fortunately,
integrated engineering practices like
Sponge City Construction projects may
in turn help incubate such kind of large

social capital.

Zongli LI: The reform of Landscape
Architecture at every scale is necessary.
Meanwhile, the core functions of
landscape need to be prioritized over
form. Interdisciplinary collaboration
requires compromises between disciplines
to help balance social, economic, and

ecological benefits.

Yu LIU: From my point of view,
Landscape Architecture is closely tied to
technological development. Landscape
Architecture requires flexibility and care
or compassion in considering the whole
world, which is often in contrast to
programmed technical work. Thanks to
the development of technology such as
deep learning, a technical representation
of design styles and concepts may
come true by assigning or quantifying
the design work to machines. Design
is to offer human a better life and to
facilitate production, and human’s
daily life and production are always
affected by technological development.
Thirty years ago, it would have been
impossible to imagine the technologies
we have today. Future developments

will be unpredictable, and Landscape
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Architecture should develop with
technological advances to better serve

humans.

Cathy LV: Environmental problems
should be solved through interdisciplinary
collaboration, similar to how we draw
on the knowledge of other countries
to shape our development. Likewise,
administrative examination and approval
need to be optimized to promote

efficiency in design implementation.

Wei PANG: As the first generation of
landscape architects in China, we need
to create traditions for the discipline.

We have witnessed unprecedented
breakthroughs in China’s reform and
we should cherish this opportunity

to promote a growing discipline by
being productive in a cautious way.
Controversies during exploration to the
newly emerging things are acceptable.

Landscape architects are responsible
for promoting the significance of
Landscape Architecture to the public. We
must celebrate the beauty of our country
and popularize the idea of Ecological
Civilization Construction. We should
be committed to solving the current
problems as a team, and recognize
outstanding landscape architects and
honor distinguished individuals and
practice.

More than offering ideas, we should
devote ourselves into, and act and
lead the development of Ecological

Civilization Construction.

Yubo ZOU: Talent loss is found in
the landscape industry. Related research,
media, and publications should focus
on communicating the essence, need,
and scope of Landscape Architecture.
This would allow practitioners to better
understand the core competence of
and the issues facing the profession. I
hope to see small-scale enterprises and
projects receiving more attention and I
look forward to a more diverse, vibrant
industry.

Shenghao FANG: Landscape
Architecture is an art of survival
that provides a theoretical basis for
Ecological Civilization and Beautiful
China Construction. As the field gains
recognition, we should also recognize
the importance of constructing related
professional societies or organizations to
promote self-regulation and management
of the industry of Landscape Architecture,
and academic research.

Jinghua GAO: Landscape architects
are expected to be responsible for solving
various types of complex problems in an
interdisciplinary fashion. This requires
colleges and universities to reform or
improve talent-training concepts and
frameworks. At the same time, we also
hope that experts of the industry could
guide the public to have more reasonable
values and aesthetics, criticize industrial
problems of over design, short-term
consideration in planning and design,

and non-ecological practices and share
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opinions in substance that help establish a
healthier industry.

Xiaobao WANG: We need to contribute
to the current booming construction
of Beautiful China from three aspects.
In terms of education, each college or
university needs to focus on their strengths
to respond to the social needs actively. In
academia, committees or societies should
be established to guide urban and rural
development with their own advantages.
Moreover, governments could promote
research on administrative and construction
standards and establish platforms for better
urban and rural development by hosting
a variety of academic activities such as

seminars and competitions.

Runnan LI: Talent training is urgently
needed in the design and construction
of wetlands and forest parks. First,
professionals involved should be critical
and independent thinkers who can analyze
pros and cons while cooperating with
others. Secondly, they should have a basic
understanding of architecture to better
integrate architecture with landscape
design. Thirdly, they should be practical
problem solvers. Graduates of Landscape
Architecture who are skilled in drawing
may but lack problem solving skills.
Finally, they should have the desire to
apply their knowledge to practice and
passion for project construction.

Zhifang WANG: To conclude,
adapting Landscape Architecture in the
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“Era of Interdisciplinary Collaboration
2.0” is our current agenda. We should
first identify necessary techniques and
theoretical systems, and the strengths of
our profession to have knowledge of
what we can contribute. Only then

can we better collaborate with other
disciplines, especially in terms of how to
operate, what problems we might face,
and what we need from and we can offer

other disciplines.

Conclusions

Participants of this forum reached
a consensus that interdisciplinary
collaboration has become a core agenda
of national policy and is necessary for
advancing Landscape Architecture.
However, an unclear awareness of
role and responsibility remains in the
interdisciplinary practical application.
Moreover, the discipline of Landscape
Architecture currently fails to identify its
strengths and potentials for integration
with other professions. To realize a
Beautiful China and the Ecological
Civilization Construction, landscape
architects need to actively promote
disciplinary and industrial integration to
meet contemporary needs.

In addition to interdisciplinary
collaboration, future goals, organization,
and responsibilities of the CLA were
also discussed on the forum. Through
efforts from many parties, there will be
breakthroughs in the construction of
Beautiful China! LAF



