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ABSTRACT

Bowden’s new main park is the central and single largest
public space located within the Bowden redevelopment in
South Australia. It makes a significant step in realizing the
vision for Bowden of creating a diverse and exciting new
community on the edge of Adelaide’s CBD. Bowden Main
Park provides a green oasis in the heart of a 15-hectare
urban infill development that will become Adelaide’s most
densely populated urban district outside the CBD, and an
area projected to house a wide ranging demographic from
students to young families, first home owners and retirees.
Bowden Main Park is an example of how thoughtful and
considered design can connect people, enhance the social
and recreational fabric of the city and provide an authentic
destination within the new and still establishing community.
KEY WORDS

Sustainable Design; Public Space; Urban Infill Transformation;
Community Engagement
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LOCATION:

Bowden, Adelaide, Australia

AREA (SIZE):

5,600 m’

CLIENT:

Renewal SA

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE:

ASPECT Studios

PROJECT TEAM:

FMG Engineering (Structural and Hydraulic Engineers),
Tonkin Consulting (Civil and Stormwater Engineers),
Lucid Consulting Engineers (Lighting and Electrical
Engineer), Landscape Construction Services (Landscape
Contractor)

DESIGN PERIOD:

May, 2014 ~ September, 2015

CONSTRUCTION PERIOD:

December, 2015 ~ August, 2016

COMPLETION TIME:

September, 2016
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2. Master plan of Bowden
main park

3. Aerial view of Bowden
main park
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Bowden main park
offers a garden oasis
which is to become
one of the city's most
densely populated
urban districts outside
the CBD.

Afringe of gardens
surrounding the central
event lawns saturate
the site with life,
creating a responsive
microclimate

that mitigates the
surrounding urban
condition.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE FRONTIERS / THEMATIC PRACTICES

Introduction

The Bowden redevelopment is an ambitious
urban infill project that has reclaimed 15
hectares of former industrial land, the old
Clipsal electrical components company,
transforming the site into a thriving new
community of some 3,000 residents along

with new retail and commercial premises.

Design Concepts and Strategies

Through an extensive master planning
process undertaken by Renewal SA, the
State Government development bureau,
the project consists of the recreational
area in a connected city street grid, an
apartment mix from 3 up to 12 stories, and

an interconnected series of parks. The street

091

topography is unique and progressive for
Adelaide, identifiable by a conscious design
approach to prioritize pedestrian movement
and maximize the quality of the street as an
integral part of the public realm, by adopting
shared street design principles such as
flush kerbs, rain gardens and extensive tree
plantings throughout.

The original master plan by Taylor
Cullity Lethlean (T. C. L) identified the Park
as a formal town square within a new urban
precinct. Respectful of the master plan
approach in terms of the function of the park
within its urban setting, the programming for
the park required a combination of passive
landscaped spaces including gardens,
seating areas and shady grassed spaces
with trees and more multifunctional spaces

including open grassed areas that can be

U1 © ASPECT Studios
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The central water
feature reflects light

on a series of circular
disks suspended above.
A field of water jets acts
as a central gathering
space and point of
focus.

Details of the shade
structure reflect the
site's history.

00 © ASPECT Studios

used for larger events and a pedestrian
promenade that acts as a threshold. The
promenade connects the park to the

retail precinct — Plant 4, which has been
repurposed as a foodie destination, with
eateries, weekly produce markets, organic
traders and indie stores, as well as regular
events. The importance of this connecting
strip cannot be understated. The interface
between the Park and retail space is unique — a

truly connected public realm and commercial

precinct zipped together along the promenade.

ASPECT Studios’” approach to the site
focused on a desire to provide an oasis
of green and a place of discovery — a
unique urban park seamlessly integrated
with the adjacent Plant 4 Food Markets
and community facilities, as well as the
surrounding street network.

Designed not only to draw people

through, but also to attract them to linger,
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the Park has become a place of relaxation,

social connection and recreation. A long
shelter with picnic and barbeque areas and
a field of water features act as a central
gathering space. As a key investment in the
Park, a water fountain is located at the nexus
of the path network, designed as a simple
splash pad with a series of 9 jets arranged
in a stellar pattern under a bespoke shade
structure. Surrounded by custom seats, the
water feature is programmed for visitors
to dance and play with a random pattern
of fountains, creating an ever changing
dynamic focal point and attraction in the
heart of the park. LED lights project up
through each jet, creating a beautiful patinae
and further extending the attraction of the
park as a destination beyond nightfall.

A deliberate design strategy was taken to
deconstruct the formality of the surrounding

street network by providing a fractal network

~J © ASPECT
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of pathways which invoke a sense of the
playfulness, whimsy and delight, inviting
people into the park from all directions. The
angular geometry is reinforced by “cracks” in
the pavement that reveal recycled red bricks,
reminiscent of the former Victorian workers
cottages which lined the streets prior to the
site’s occupation by the Clipsal factory. The
notion of discovery continues via a labyrinth
of scattered plants and pathways along
the northern edge of the park, enclosing a
unique children’s play space constructed
entirely of recycled jetty timbers.

The materials and tones reference the

site’s industrial past, informing an industrial

094

aesthetic of steel “T" beams for structures
and the use of recycled red brick both as a
wall finish and paving surface throughout.
The use of steel and pops of color recall

the days when the Clipsal electrical supply
plants dominated the site. Two muted honed
concrete paving stones laid in a triangulated
pattern provide a carpet that stitches the
site together, leading visitors to the central
water feature.

Extensive informal and bespoke seating
throughout the park provides numerous
opportunities for gathering, leaning, resting
and quiet contemplation. Bike facilities

provide an additional utility for visitors from
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The overriding narrative
of a place of discovery
is reinforced through
recycled red bricks,
reclaimed jetty timbers
and a labyrinth.

Details of materials
and tones reference the
site's industrial past.
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further afield and reinforce the Bowden
sustainability initiatives. In addition, the
concentration of gardens around the
perimeter of the site in combination with
a saturation of trees achieves the vision
of a garden oasis, effectively creating a
microclimate that tempers the urban heat
island effects of the surrounding streets.
The experimental use of materials and
site geometries not only is a nod to the site’s
heritage, but also consciously projects the
site as a contemporary expression of the
Bowden Village's core values of creativity
and progressive thought. It provides a well-
conceived canvas upon which the people of
Bowden can mould into an ever changing
space of their own making. What the people
of Bowden and those from greater Adelaide
can find here is a whole new public realm
experience — a place with open lawns
for informal play, with generous facilities
for gathering, art, play, and delight; an
integrated and distinct urban park that is
centered on promoting social cohesion and

interaction.

Collaboration and Leadership

Construction phase of the project
presented its own series of issues, primarily
due to the presence of uncontrolled fill as

a result of many years of use across the

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE FRONTIERS / THEMATIC PRACTICES

site from workers cottages in the early 20th
century. As a result, a close collaborative
relationship between the design and
construction teams was formed to assess
solutions to constructability throughout the
construction phase.

The project also demonstrates
leadership through the process of delivery
and its successful experimentation with
unconventional site layout and land use
mixes. The direct interface with the Plant 4
building is a unique land use mix for Adelaide
and delivers an exciting new public realm
experience. Under the leadership of Renewal
SA’s Bowden team, ASPECT Studios steered
the direction of the park design, illustrating
the benefits of a more unconventional and
experimental approach to the site through
a number of design workshops with the

reference group members.

Community Engagement

Situated in the heart of the Bowden
Redevelopment, the Park has been delivered
through a long process of engagement
between State and Local Government as well
as the local Bowden community. Regular
meetings were held with the Bowden
Community Reference Group throughout the
design development phase. By listening to

the local community, the design delivers on
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their aspirations, providing a multifunctional
and intriguing space that best fit for the
community’s needs. In particular, the need
to create a usable gathering space was
identified and helped shape a reconfiguration
of the site with a large central lawn with

mound forming a key part of the site.

Summary

With the Bowden development project
well underway, this park delivers on the
master plan objectives of creating a vibrant
public square in the heart of the site,
offering relief from its hard-edged urban
surroundings; a garden oasis which is
to become one of the city’s most densely
populated urban districts outside the
CBD. Aided by the success of the adjacent
Plant 4, the park is highly frequented and
provides a place for visitors to linger beyond
the shopping experience. Even prior to
development occurring around the park, the
intensity of use gives an insight into just how
valuable this space will be. With time and an
increased population imminent, the park will
demonstrate how thoughtful and considered
design can connect people, enhance the
social and recreational fabric of the city, and

provide an authentic destination within an

establishing community. LAF
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