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ABSTRACT

Interstitial spaces are in-between spaces situated within or
bridging over the various built structures in the city’s dense
urban environment. The project Interstitial Hong Kong focuses
on Hong Kong's Sitting-out Areas, a unique public space
typology distinguished by their small size and incidence in the
interstices of Hong Kong's physical structure. Often overseen
in their high occurrence but small size, and opportunistically
transformed into a public object with value, sitting-out areas
don not “fit” in the city; they are in-between, redundant,
vague, leftover spaces, and reflect the cultural, ecological, and
geographical settings of Hong Kong. By developing a critical
spatial analysis of small landscape spaces in Hong Kong, as
well as collecting and communicating their unifying spatial,
organizational or procedural attributes, Interstitial Hong Kong
examines Sitting-out Areas at the scale of both immediate
urban and ecological contexts, and the spatial assemblage

in reference to the occupant. The project looks at Sitting-out
Areas as not only a physical artifact, but also a conceptual and
procedural design strategy.
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CENTRAL & WESTERN H17E X

. Mount Davis Sitting-out Area No. 3
. Mount Davis Sitting-out Area No. 1

. Mount Davis Sitting-out Area No. 2

. Mount Davis Temporary Sitting-out Area

. Mount Davis Service Reservoir Sitting-out Area
. Kennedy Town Bus Terminus Sitting-out Area

. Ka Wai Man Road Sitting-out Area

. Ka Wai Man Road Garden

. Pok Fu Lam Road Sitting-out Area

. Pokfield Road Sitting-out Area

. Smithfield Sitting-out Area

12. Rock Hill Street Sitting-out Area

13. Belcher's Street Sitting-out Area

14. Hill Road Rest Garden

15. Sitting-out Area under Flyover in Hill Road

16. Sitting-out Area under Flyover in Pok Fu Lam Road
17. Sitting-out Area under Flyover in Bonham Road
18. Sai On Lane Rest Garden

19. Fung Mat Road Sitting-out Area

20. Hatton Road Sitting-out Area

21. Kotewall Road Sitting-out Area

22. Kotewall Road Rest Garden

23. Conduit Road Rest Garden

24. Oaklands Avenue Sitting-out Area

25. Third Street Sitting-out Area

26. Sheung Fung Lane Sitting-out Area

SOUTHERN Eg[X

132. Shek O Village Sitting-out Area

133. Shek O Beach Sitting-out Area

134. Stanley Link Road Sitting-out Area
135. Stanley Beach Road Sitting-out Area

. Centre Street Sitting-out Area

. Sai Yuen Lane Sitting-out Area

. Mui Fong Street Sitting-out Area

. Bonham Road Rest Garden

. Robinson Road Sitting-out Area

. Caine Road Sitting-out Area

. Upper Station Street Sitting-out Area

. Queen Street Rest Garden

. Cleverly Street Sitting-out Area

. Wing Lee Street Sitting-out Area

. Wing Lee Street Rest Garden

. Chung Wo Lane Sitting-out Area

. Robinson Road/Seymour Road Sitting-out Area
. Graham Street Sitting-out Area

. Wa On Lane Sitting-out Area

. Pier Road Sitting-out Area

. Cochrane Street Sitting-out Area

. Lok Hing Lane Temporary Sitting-out Area
. Lan Kwai Fong Sitting-out Area

. Mount Austin Road Rest Garden

. Old Peak Road Rest Garden

. Peel Rise Rest Garden

. Guildford Road Rest Garden

. Lower Albert Road Sitting-out Area

. Chater Road Sitting-out Area

. Chater Garden

. Lambeth Walk Rest Garden

Yy,

136. Stanley New Street/Stanley Village Road Sitting-out Area

137. Stanley Market Road Sitting-out Area

138. Wong Ma Kok Road Temporary Sitting-out Area
139. Sun Pat Kan Sitting-out Area

140. South Bay Road Rest Garden

141. Nam Fung Road Rest Garden

142. Southern District San Wai Village Sitting-out Area

143. Yip Kan Street Sitting-out Area
144. Nam Long Shan Road Sitting-out Area
145. Heung Yip Road Sitting-out Area

146. Nam Long Shan Road Children's Playground and Rest Garden

147. Shum Wan Road Sitting-out Area
148, Wong Chuk Hang Service Reservoir Rest Garden
149. Nam Long Shan Road Rest Garden

150. Sitting-out Area at Aberdeen Main Road/Ap Lei Chau Bridge Flyover

151. Kwun Hoi Path Sitting-out Area

152. Aberdeen Reservoir Road Sitting-out Area
153. Aberdeen Reservoir Road Garden

154. Nam Ning Street Sitting-out Area

155. Old Main Street Rest Garden

156. Aberdeen Boulder's Corner Rest Garden
157. Hung Shing Street Rest Garden

158. San Shi Street Sitting-out Area

159. Ap Lei Chau Main Street Temporary Sitting-out Area
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161. Lee Nam Road Sitting-out Area No. 1

162. Lee Nam Road Sitting-out Area No. 2

163. Aberdeen Praya Road Sitting-out Area

164. Upper Kai Lun Wan Temporary Sitting-out Area
165. Wah Lam Path Sitting-out Area

166. Wah Chui Street Sitting-out Area

167. Pok Fu Lam Village Sitting-out Area No. 2

168. Pok Fu Lam Village Sitting-out Area No. 1

169. Sassoon Road Sitting-out Area

3

. Yuk Kwai Shan Service Reservoir SOA
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54. Queen's Road East/Hennessy Road Sitting-out Area

5. Monmouth Terrace Sitting-out Area

56. Bowen Road Temporary Sitting-out Area

7. Wan Chai Gap Road Sitting-out Area
8. Lun Fat Street Rest Garden
9. Lun Fat Street Rest Garden

60. Tai Wong Street East Sitting-out Area

1. Queen's Road East/Swatow Street Sitting-out Area

62. Amoy Street Sitting-out Area

3. Spring Garden Lane Sitting-out Area

4. Bullock Lane Sitting-out Area

65. Kennedy Street Sitting-out Area

66. Bowen Road Lovers' Stone Garden

67. Hennessy Road/Johnston Road Sitting-out Area
68. Wing Ning Street Sitting-out Area

69. Tunnel Approach Rest Garden

70. Canal Road Flyover Sitting-out Area

71. Wong Nai Chung Road Sitting-out Area
72. Wong Nai Chung Road Rest Garden

73. Stubbs Road Sitting-out Area

74. Wong Nai Chung Road Crescent Garden
75. Sing Woo Road Rest Garden

Sitting-out Area (SOA)
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76. Blue Pool Road Sitting-out Area

77. Mount Butler Sitting-out Area

78. Green Lane Service Reservoir Sitting-out Area
79. Wong Nai Chung Gap Sitting-out Area

80. Tai Tam Reservoir Road Sitting-out Area
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1. Perkin's Road Sitting-out Area

82. Broadwood Road Rest Garden

83. Eastern Hospital Road Sitting-out Area

84. Eastern Hospital Road Temporary Rest Garden

85. Gloucester Road/Cannon Street Sitting-out Area
86. Tung Lo Wan Road Sitting-out Area
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88.
89.
90.
91

. Tai Hang Road Rest Garden

. Tai Hang Drive Sitting-out Area

. Lin Fa Kung Street East Sitting-out Area

. Dragon Road Sitting-out Area

. Lau Sin Street Temporary Sitting-out Area
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92. Whitfield Road Rest Garden

93. Electric Road Sitting-out Area

94. Watson Road Rest Garden

95. Comfort Terrace Rest Garden

96. Wharf Road Rest Garden

97. Ching Wah Street Sitting-out Area

98. North Point Salt Water Service Reservoir Sitting-out Area

99. Tin Hau Temple Road Garden No.2

100. Braemar Hill Road Sitting-out Area

101. Tin Hau Temple Road Sitting-out Area

102. Finnie Street Sitting-out Area

103. Quarry Bay Wilson Trail Sitting-out Area

104. Greig Road Sitting-out Area

105. Mount Park Road Sitting-out Area

106. Hong Cheung Street Sitting-out Area

107. Lei King Wan Sitting-out Area

108. Tai Lok Street Sitting-out Area

109. Hoi Ning Street Sitting-out Area

110. Yiu Hing Street Sitting-out Area

111. Nam On Street/Sun Shing Street Sitting-out Area

112. Ngoi Man Street Sitting-out Area

113. Nam On Street Sitting-out Area

114. Church Street Sitting-out Area

115. Shau Kei Wan Road Sitting-out Area

116. Kam Wah Street Rest Garden

117. Shau Kei Wan Market Building Sitting-out Area

118. Mong Lung Street Sitting-out Area

119. Miu Tung Street Sitting-out Area

120. Chai Wan Road Temporary Rest Garden

121. Lok Man Road Sitting-out Area

122. Tai Man Street Sitting-out Area

123. Cheung Man Road Rest Garden

124. Law Uk Folk Museum Rest Garden

125. Yee Shing Lane Temporary Sitting-out Area

126. Yee Tai Street Sitting-out Area

127. Chai Wan Road Sitting-out Area No. 1

128. Chai Wan Road Sitting-out Area No. 2
B T ety

129, Fei Tsui Road Sitting-out Area

130. San Ha Street Sitting-out Area

131. Fu Hong Street Sitting-out Area
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Landslide at Kotewall
Road (1972)

Context axon of
Kotewall Road Rest
Garden

-1. Context plan of

Broadwood Road Rest
Garden

Site section of
Broadwood Road Rest
Garden

//

BEVELERY HILL
EEAEFI L

SMGITE /7R S19FE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE FRONTIERS / EXPERIMENTS & PROCESSES

=3
El

# © Interstitial Hong Kong project

& © Interstitial Hong Kong project

N



126

Q1 © Interstitial Hong Kong project

@1 © Interstitial Hong Kong project

2

MR . it ERREXBENIRICE
[BREFRLIOVE; A—DFR10mIYSE
HERIRELAR — RN QPR 2 (BRI
FEL, RFERNREERNZDEENE
W, EEE— I ARBREARANELE R
1 (E6) .

= ESHRRIINES

— LR RAIREALL B & RN IR
[, HhMEESpEmmMit ABIRITH
A . SBUNEIRIIREEALELE, XLEE R
F—RRESE “RE" AOREEESAER
SWARRL, BMAZAREDAERE
AHFREEY) . REERE LESHH T
BRNESBEAERLL, BXENEEE
EIEBFERR LRI RIENEEE 5 EAD
ETHeEe.

fugn, AEE—FEICHESHTERE
WEER, AMEXEEER/LFRMAL. X
—BIRKFLTR. EHREXSFEAARELLAT
EARA1 400m*, RIXALFANEERER
KIFFESHAHLAREX . —FIRERINE
TN R R A — 5B —RIR BRI,
Hl e &8 ER . ARG . X—bk
T EITINRZINRBREETUBISITIEERIIR
Ak, LA—FhEs B Rs ATRITS R, JBFT
BEIRFEAIRSE. IR, EEMEN . X
FEAEH SRR E S EL B ER A RE 2 A9
. TENNBHAEZERE, RAE
BRI ST (B, 7) .

MATRIRTE: H=EmEn

EREFBOTEHEN, FER -
e X ERHRA “—1 (EFER
R’ B=E - — N EHAE N EMEREF
HMAY=E . EEF, TUHFT2IH BB
B, MmEfE—RYIFnfES%EMETE
W, " "EANAK, HTEERFTER=E
SREHRNERZ—, BEIBLISAHT
IEZ FROlTE=E . KE=EMERT
B, EA—MERNERIOEZZE, Tk
HEEMLARIFRAIARERLL, BT —RENX

VOLUME 5/ ISSUE 3/ JUNE 2017

F *RAFTZE" B ‘2T @R, KELhE
B EMNMMEREERZ I EZERI
. &5 BEBREREMSIESEME, K
A—MEAtbsE FRRAFEAEZN ‘Q
H” =),

REGICET —RIEBATBHN=E
I, MARBBEEMSFENKRE . XL
BIMZEFM, ERmEEA ‘TR
R BEF, B2, BEfS5=XEE
RiC. REBAMNERIERET “BR” —E89F
N, FHEABREBIZEEZRELR - EK
O IS b R S 12 0 1::3% S 7 b L i == ]
TINZRESR, BHIFERIBETRIESRE
#, MECEN—FMES. " PETSWE
TR, B R AIIR RIS BT
K& BNR—MEHEEzS. EF. R
KRMBAN “15° , —FEEEREF=E
HERKIBILRE.

BX “WHAAT WiTe, EEBRSZ
E BN ALINERIL; m “Hmi
7 MR, WFEm B RRENEE S F
ZEER. BEEHERETEHR
AR, MmAREBLEEEBELA LAY
AT EENARED . EXNEBINT T
REXR (LLIWYEH. BETERDEX
1) TSIz, BAIES “akg
HB MEXER T —M/NE, k. Z5
NHEEPREEAFS BN ERE, FA)
R, ZTERLEERIEBFEMRT
HHRNFERNANERROE D, I, &
EEHEHRESRRIANKIIKNNERTE
ok, URAHEMZEERBEMEREN
BRT, Z= BB O] A 9 IX EE 5K 1
BHHN—XR%., “‘@REE WENE®
KA, 2iEEXE/ NN EEEBHH
S SFESIK RS A aein B/
e, LAF

e Ko B

Bt

EEBRFEREREBHIIT, HXEBRBLHVHHARA
ZFE2016~2017RM AR ERF . H2017FEFHIAE, ZM
Bt —SRAFRBE T EBEERITAENIF, RNEER
FIRM G . FRRAFRFTHAEXS T RELHTR, HF
T ERES MEMESRER, BRI http//designtrust.hk/
grant-recipients/interstitial-hong—kong/,



[

5-1.
5-2.
5-3.
5-1.

5-2.

5-3.

SRR / RRETRE

As Sitting Out Areas or
Rest Gardens are not
specifically counted
by government,
official counts are

not published, while
publically available
data is ambiguous on
the classifications.

SERERRLTFEE
SRR RNE
SRR

Context plan of
Graham Street
Sitting-out Area
Context axon of
Graham Street
Sitting-out Area
Graham Street
Sitting-out Area

Sitting + Out + Area: Hong Kong'’s
Common Space

With some of the most valuable land in

the world, built-out to some of the highest
densities in the world, it is not surprising
that Hong Kong's urban fabric lacks a
respectable amount of public open space.
Studies on the city’s urban public space
often contort definitions of publicness

and openness to include the ambiguous,
the informal, the hybrid, the quazi-, the
fleeting, or the accidental ™. Hyperbole
and phenomena notwithstanding, it is

also possible to see much of the city’s
public realm as the straightforward spatial
consequence of three circumstances

of Hong Kong: its geology, its political
economy, and its material ecology. The
confluence of these drivers is best explored
in the tangibly planned, clearly open, and
exceedingly commonplace set of spaces
known, in the parlance of Hong Kong's
municipal planners, as “Sitting-out Areas.”

These Sitting-out Areas (along with the
allied “Rest Gardens” and the micro public-
realm interventions of the Home Affairs
Department) form the smallest features in
the city’s formal network of public open space
amenities. Commonly called saam kok see hang
(“three-cornered shit pit”) in Cantonese, Sitting-
out Areas are located throughout the territory’s
urbanized areas. While the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region government maintains
about 60 “parks,” it oversees more than 500
Sitting-out Areas and Rest Gardens that account
for a significant proportion of its public open
space “portfolio.” In their ubiquity, they are all
the more invisible.”

As invisible space, Sitting-out Areas do
not “fit" in the city and are relegated to the
scraps of urban space with lesser value:
the anomalies, gaps, interstices and mis-
matches. Nor to these spaces fit into a
common typology of public space; they fall
distinct from the square, street, and garden.

Sitting-out Areas form a unique type of

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE FRONTIERS / EXPERIMENTS & PROCESSES

'szr'ﬂ, 0

shared space in the city and a synthesis
of engineered infrastructure and leisure
terrain (Fig. 2J.

Each Sitting-out Area oscillates
between the exceptional and the
mundane. In their abundance, the Sitting-
out Areas are an exercise in repetition: the
government has opted for expediency of
implementation and maintenance through
the reproduction of boilerplate assemblies
and standardized details. Most feature

little more program than, eponymously, a

127

place to sit and rest. At the same time, each
Sitting-out Area fills a particular interstice
in the city; each reflecting a unique solution
to a specific adjacency, topography,
microclimate, circulation, community, and
history. Uniquely generic, the Sitting-out
Area is the quintessential Hong Kong urban
typology.

Rift: Geo-dynamic Filler
The city emerged through the cultural

and technical reformulation of its “ground” .

@1 © Interstitial Hong Kong project
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Context plan of
Kennedy Town Bus
Terminus Sitting-out
Area

Site sections of

Kennedy Town Bus
Terminus Sitting-out
Area

Kennedy Town Bus
Terminus Sitting-out
Area as a heritage
signifier
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A network of concrete-reinforced slopes
and retaining walls stabilize this ground
and preempt future slippages, permitting
the real-estate development and road
infrastructure that is etched into the city’s
terrain. The abundance of concrete, along
with the ad-hoc, contingent, and cross-
jurisdictional nature of its outlay has
created a profusion of imperfect joints
in the surface of the terrain. Excluded
from the capitalized space of the city and
dominated by maintenance access-ways,
drainage channels, and structure, these
interstitial fragments are occasionally
exploited as sites for Sitting-out Areas.
The Kotewall Road Rest Garden
occupies the site of the former Kotewall
Court building, which was destroyed by a
large landslide on June 18th, 1972. The
delicate topography and detailed design
with discrete layering invites exploration
of this miniature space. Waterfalls and
staged stairs mediate the elevation change
from Kotewall Road to the sitting areas at
the lower level. Cypress trees are planted
on site as an evergreen memorial to the
lives of 68 people claimed by the landslide
(Fig. 3).

Misfit: Infrastructural Spanner

Hong Kong's road and rail
infrastructure is multilayered, robustly
engineered, and linked to sophisticated
planning and financing operations. Yet
the gap between allowed and required,
between surface and grade, leaves unused
spaces in-between, along, or beneath
the flyovers, viaducts, and footbridges
that cross the city. Sitting-out Areas
intervene in these left-over spaces, often
providing important nodes of connection
in the landscape and pedestrian
networks so compromised by these large
infrastructural projects.

The Broadwood Road Rest Garden is
located in a void between the Broadwood

Road flyover, the Broadville and the
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Tong Lau is a generic shop house typology widely

spread in 19th century Southern Chinese urban centers,
particularly in Guangdong and Fujian provinces. It reflects
living traditions as well as materials and construction
techniques used in the area.

SRR / RRETRE
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Beverly Hill residential estates, and a
cross-sloping shallow valley. The space
consists of four distinctive seating areas:
the sloped ramp linking the two entrances,
a shady “balcony,” an open court, and a
picnic-area under the road. An assorted
mix of common evergreen trees, various
palms and un-manicured shrubs recall
what must have been a verdant riparian
ravine before development. Despite being
surrounded by buildings and looming
infrastructure, this Sitting-out Area has
become a flexible and well-used space for

both groups and loners (Fig. 4).

Gap: Density Deconstructor

As a consequence of shifting planning
guidelines and building regulations,
the Sitting-out Areas has emerged as
an important planning device for a city
that is perpetually rebuilding. Sitting-
out Areas occupy the sites of demolished
tong lau® or fill the irregular setback
gaps between large, new complexes. As
density targets and lifestyle expectations
change the fabric of the city, the Sitting-
out Area absorbs the resulting spatial
incongruencies.

The Graham Street Sitting-out Area is
located in a dense neighborhood in Hong
Kong's Central district. Surrounded by
shops and mid-rise residential buildings
the Sitting-out Area occupies a 100 square
meter site of a former tong lau. With a
narrow opening to the Graham Street,
the Sitting-out Area fills the rectangular
void with a series of subtle terraces and
planters stacked along the slope and
connects to the larger internal mid-block
void. A row of slight orchid trees recalls
the domestic building scale and shades
the pathway and a few freestanding
benches (Fig. 5).

Lapse: Heritage Signifier

Some Sitting-out Areas recall

historical spaces or events from a

129

neighborhood’s past in addition to fulfilling
an area’s passive recreation space targets.
These small memorials occupy minor
heritage sites and often include permanent
signage, or small artifact, denoting its
heritage value. Other sites are more
taciturn, revealing their histories in the
particularities of the site itself as it evolved
from a place in the city to an interstice in
the city.

The Kennedy Town Bus Terminus
Sitting-out Area was shaped by at
least three major transformations: the
demolition of Tung Wah Smallpox Hospital
in the late 1940s, the reclamation of land
from the ocean in the 1960s and 70s, and
the recent construction of a bus terminus.
This is a heritage of leftovers rather
than any didactic narrative. Two massive
banyan trees mark the location of the old
coastline, while remnants of site furniture
from the demolished Tung Wah Hospital
forms a Kapok-shaded mini-amphitheater
scaled to accommodate the 10-meter
turning radius and a small public toilet
(Fig. 6).

Lacuna: Ecological Amplifier

Some of the larger Sitting-out Areas,
often called Rest Gardens (RG), impress
with a variety of plant species. The more
park-like gardens show significantly less
hard landscaping - often the ground is
overgrown by shrubs and ferns. Even in
their small size compared to the larger
parks or country parks in the city, they
evidence the diversity of Hong Kong’s
native and introduced flora.

The Conduit Road Rest Garden
opened directly onto a busy road is nearly
invisible from the opposite sidewalk.
Situated in an area of relatively abundant
green and backing onto Victoria peak, the
1,400-square-meter site is a rare public
rest space in an area otherwise dominated
by private residential estates. A narrow

path — lined with a few seats, light poles,



and trash-bins — completes a single

oval loop within the boundary of the site.
Though lacking in programmatic ingenuity,
the space is planted with an exuberant, if
unnatural, mix of ferns, palms, palmettos
and ficus that links with the enclave
gardens, street trees, and country park

surrounding it (Fig. 1, 7).

From Common to Commons: The
Potential for Space in the City

Ackbar Abbas, in writing of the spatial
histories of Hong Kong, declares the city
is “a space of ‘uneven development'...

a space traversed by different times

and speeds, where change has no clear
direction but is experienced as a series

of anticipations and residues that jostle
each other for position.” “'One of the
outcomes of this spatial heterogeneity,
we have found, is the incorporation of

the discontinuities, the misfits, the gaps
into an urban form. The Sitting-out Area
exploits these interstices, effectively
binding terrain, ecology, density and
infrastructure through a thin but pervasive
shared space; These small spaces are the
“commons” for the territory.

The Sitting-out Areas accumulate
disparate spatial experiences without
regard for a determinate order. These
small to medium interventions in the
city’s otherwise unsettled spaces exist
where form and void coincide. They
are manifestations of the interstitial,
which recalls the nature of “site” itself
as described by French philosopher
Anne Cauquelin: “A site finds itself at
the intersection of place and space, it is
neither the one nor the other, but a kind
of hybrid.” ™ Moreover, through a lens of
landscape architecture, the Sitting-out

Areas can be understood beyond their

g Kong project

physical structure to recognize them as

fields of movement, passage, genesis,

~J © Interstitial Hon

autonomy; a perpetual unfolding of life in
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time and space. 7-1. FRERBEE
: “ - 7-2. FRERBEESEH
Discourse on the “right to the city” plays e

out in the Hong Kong's conspicuous public 71 Conduit Road Reet

realm; but the practice of the “right to the Garden

s . . 7-2. Exploded context axon
city” is nurtured in the hidden folds of the of Conduit Road Rest
city. Everyday urbanism™ is enabled by Garden

everywhere forms and Sitting-out Areas are
a crucial part of Hong Kong'’s everywhere.
Outside of cynical readings of the city’s
spatial composition (shopping malls, air-
con, and gates), we see the typology of
small, accessible, publically maintained
and fairly distributed spaces as harboring
untapped potential in manifesting the
city’s unique and just public identity and a
countermeasure against the homogenizing
tendencies of the rapid capitalization

and general erosion of public-ness in the
contemporary city. This project ultimately
aims to speculate on new roles for these
small spaces in the continuous social and
ecological evolution of the urban form of
Hong Kong. LAF
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