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ABSTRACT

In response to increasing attention from international
academia on Chinese gardens, this article advances China’s
landscape studies by exploring international research
trends on Chinese gardens during the 21st century. It
mainly adopts a diachronic perspective to examine the
journal Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed
Landscapes—a leading journal, and Dumbarton Oaks
Research Library and Collection (Trustees for Harvard
University)—international academia’s leading institution on
landscape studies. Using a bibliometric approach, it first
carries out a statistical analysis of the rules and trends of
development to explore the distribution patterns of Chinese
gardens. Based on this analysis, it uses time series
analysis to study the relationships of related academic
discourses and contexts. The study reveals that Chinese
garden studies led by Chinese scholars has attracted
increasing attention from international academia and

has involved growing numbers of scholars from various
disciplines. Consequently, it has not only shaped much

of the output from China and Britain, but is also driving

a paradigm shift away from studying Chinese classical
gardens to modern designed landscapes, drawing upon a
monolithic approach to investigate the pluralistic, and from
focusing on Chinese national interaction to transnational
interaction.
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1 Research Background and Methods

As former president of the International Federation of Landscape Architects (IFLA),
Diane Menzies, pointed out that “Chinese landscape architects are now taking a
much more confident and higher profile place in the world,” and it, thus, became

an urgent demand for “how could the global profession... encourage stronger and
broader involvement and leadership from Chinese landscape architects, to benefit
the future of our profession.”""! Recently, scholars in China are raising increasing
interests on the landscape studies in international academia. They carefully examined
the research fields of landscape planning, garden history and theories, and landscape

2]~(7]

ecology ! while failed to draw enough attention on Chinese garden research.

The rare works in Chinese just focus on how international academia used the

new approaches, such as historical evolution and environmental history'® """

,to
study Chinese gardens, but neglect the diachronic changes of such approaches.
Hence, it becomes a significant issue of understanding international research trend
and dynamics on Chinese gardens for further promoting the landscape studies
development in China.

Journal Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes and
Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection, Trustees for Harvard University,
are the most significant and leading journal and academic institute on landscape
studies in the worldwide. Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes,
formerly named as The Journal of Garden History, is one of the few journals that
seek deliberately to study landscape history internationally. It was founded by John
Dixon Hunt in 1981, and has enjoyed a high reputation in landscape specialty and
authority. With detailed and documentary analyses of special sites anywhere in the
world, this journal seeks to situate specific examination in the larger cultural context
that includes social and cultural history, geography, aesthetics, technology, and
conservation',

Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection, Trustees for Harvard
University, is an institution in Washington, D.C, the United States, and renowned
for garden and landscape architecture studies. Since awarded the first fellowship
in landscape architecture in 1956, it offers several research fellowships in garden
and landscape architecture studies every year. Almost all internationally influential
scholars in this field have research experience in the institute. Hence, it celebrates a
recognition in international landscape academia for scholars who publish articles in
journal Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes, and be awarded
fellowships from Dumbarton Oaks.

By employing bibliometric method, this article intends to undertake a diachronic
study on the research papers published in Studies in the History of Gardens &
Designed Landscapes, and the fellowships awarded by Dumbarton Oaks from
2000 to 2020. To reveal the pattern and trend on Chinese garden research in the
international scholarship, it adopts KH Coder, a text quantitative analysis tool
developed by the Japanese scholar Koichi Higuchi, to make a statistical analysis!*!"*,

In addition, this article puts the scholarship into its own historical context to review
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the research evolution and paradigm shift on Chinese garden research. In doing so, it

attempts to contribute to Chinese landscape research by offering new insights.

2 Research Types and Academic Evolvement

Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes publishes 4 issues per
year. Each issue consists of 4 to 7 original articles/articles, as well as several reviews,
miscellanies, and editorials. From Issue 1 in 2000 to Issue 4 in 2020, it published 548
papers in total, which included 422 original articles/articles (77.01%), 72 reviews
(13.14%), 43 miscellanies (7.85%), and 11 editorials (2.00%) (Fig. 1). By examining
the content of these papers, it shows 32 articles present obvious interests in Chinese
gardens, such as studies on particular Chinese cities (e.g., Suzhou), on designed
landscapes in China (e.g., Lion Grove Garden), and on scholarly works of Chinese
garden (e.g., The Craft of Garden). All of this scholarship themed on Chinese gardens
is original articles/articles.

Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection awards about 10 fellowships
per year. Normally, these fellowships include 3 ~ § research fellowships, 2 ~ 4 summer
fellowships, and 1 or 2 junior fellowships. Sometimes, they include other kinds of
fellowships, such as visiting scholarship, Mellon Fellowships in Urban Landscape
Studies, and Special Garden Archaeology Fellowships. Since 2000, the Dumbarton
Oaks has awarded 194 fellowships in total, that is, 75 research fellowships (38.66%),
46 summer fellowships (23.71%), and 31 junior fellowships (15.98%). Among them,
19 fellowships are themed on “Chinese garden,” which include 8 research fellowships
(10% of the kind), 6 summer fellowships (13.04% of the kind), 2 junior fellowships
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2. Analysis of Dumbarton Oaks fellowships themed on Chinese gardens since 2000
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(6.45% of the kind), 2 visiting scholar fellowships (22.2% of the kind), and one
ARIAH (Association of Research Institutes in Art History) Fellowship (Fig. 2).

The analysis suggests that Chinese garden research is drawing increasing
attention from international academia (Fig. 3). The proportion of papers on Chinese
gardens in Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes increased from
less than 6% in 2000 to 9% in 2020. With the journal publishing 2 or 3 papers per
year, the number of works on “Chinese garden” reached two peaks during 2004
to 2006 and 2016 to 2018. Likewise, Dumbarton Oaks has maintained steady for
awarding fellowships in this field. However, in 2015 Dumbarton Oaks received a
grant from Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to create a new interdisciplinary program
in urban landscape studies, which, in turn, drove the institution to expand the
number of its fellowships on Garden and Landscape Studies, causing the proportion

of the fellowships themed on Chinese garden decreased.

3 Authorship Analysis

3.1 Analysis on the Chinese Authors

Through analyzing the nationality of authors, Chinese scholars are becoming the
major force to promote the Chinese garden research in the worldwide (Fig. 4). In
the journal of Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes, 15 of 32
papers themed on Chinese garden were published by Chinese authors. Particularly,
Chinese authors published even 3 papers in 2011 and 2019. Similarly, 10 of 19
fellowships of Dumbarton Oaks fellowships were awarded to Chinese scholars: 1 in
2002, 2007, and 2014, and 2 in 2008.

3.2 Geographical Analysis of Authors

By studying the institutes that the authors affiliated”, it suggests most scholars
who study Chinese gardens come from that in China and the UK (Fig. 5). The
scholars from British and Chinese institutes published 7 and 6 papers respectively in

Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes, which in total account
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for around half amount of such papers. Most of papers from the UK are published
by Alison Hardie and Jan Woudstra. Particularly Hardie, she not only translated
2 pieces of classical documents on Chinese garden into English from Chinese,
but also published 2 original articles. For the scholars from Chinese institutions,
most of them came from Wuhan University, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
Tongji University, and Peking University, which won 32% of such fellowships from
Dumbarton Oaks. In 2008, 2 scholars from Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
Wang Yi and Jiang Bo, were respectively awarded the fellowships, which, in turn,
further promoted the influence of Chinese institutions in international academia.
In addition, Chinese garden research is attracting increasing attention of
scholars from more and more countries. For example, Studies in the History of
Gardens & Designed Landscapes has published articles from New Zealand (4),
Republic of Korea (2), Canada (2), Spain (2), and the other countries. Likewise,
Dumbarton Oaks has awarded its fellowships to the scholars from Australia (4),
USA (3), the UK (3), Spain (1), Canada (1), and Italy (1). Interestingly, most of the
scholars have studied in or visited China. For instance, Antonio Mezcua Lopez has

studied in Zhejiang University and China Academy of Art as a visiting scholar.

3.3 Analysis of Scholars’ Education Background

By examining the education background of scholars, it shows most of the
scholars has been trained as landscape architects or architects , accounting for
51.7% and 35.3% of that of the journal and Dumbarton Oaks fellowships,
respectively. Furthermore, nearly 20% of the scholars have the backgrounds of Art
or Art History, and some of the others are from Asian Studies (Fig. 6).

Thus, qualitative methods became the main approach for most of scholarship
on Chinese gardens of the Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed
Landscapes and Dumbarton Oaks, while the quantitative method, such as statistics
and mathematical models, is rarely used. Interestingly, Michael D. Fowler from
Germany studied music, also, published a paper, which discusses the Chinese
painting art in Japanese gardens, at Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed
Landscapes. This represents interdisciplinary studies is becoming a trend of

international academia on landscape research.
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Most of the Papers in Studies in
the History of Gardens & Designed
Landscapes and the fellowships of
Dumbarton Oaks does not provide
abstract, this article use their
titles to undertake word frequency
analysis.
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4 Analysis of Study Paradigm Shift

By employing KH Coder, this article undertakes context analysis on the papers
published in Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes and the
fellowships of Dumbarton Oaks, which are themed on Chinese gardens. Specifically,
it firstly imported the titles of the papers and the fellowships® into KH Coder to
generate the word frequency list for word frequency analysis and co-occurrence
network analysis. Consequently, the result showed the studies on Chinese gardens
mainly focus on Jiangnan gardens, imperial gardens, designed landscapes in modern
China, and transnational research (Fig. 7). Furthermore, it used KH Coder to
examine the correspondence between these research focuses and their scholarship
years. In doing so, the analysis result shows the scholarship on Chinese gardens
experienced a shift of study paradigm from concentrating on Chinese classical
gardens to modern designed landscapes, drawing upon a monolithic approach to
investigate the pluralistic, and from focusing on Chinese national interaction to

transnational interaction (Fig. 8).

4.1 From Studying Chinese Classical Gardens to Modern Designed Landscapes
Since the 1930s, classical Chinese gardens have become a hot topic in the
academia and raised several domestic and international research waves in the 1940s,
1980s, and 1990s"Y. Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes
launched its Issue 3 and 4 of 1999 as a special issue on Chinese gardens and
published 9 articles'”. Following this trend, the journal and Dumbarton Oaks
intended to study classical Chinese gardens from various aspects. For instance,
Hardie" studied documental archives to discuss the Awareness Garden in Yizheng,

17 integrated visual materials and spatial narrative to explore the

while Lu Andong
Humble Administrator’s Garden in Zuzhou. Likewise, Zou Hui et al."® and Victoria
M. Siu'"”! examined Yung-ming Yuan from the perspectives of spatial constructs and
Chinese-western cultural exchange respectively.

However, more and more scholars intended to draw their attentions on the designed
landscapes in modern China. This mainly resulted from the designed landscapes in
modern China marks a turning point of Chinese garden history from the classical into
the contemporary. Hence, this research not only contributes to exploring the evolution
of Chinese gardens, but also to understanding the present landscape construction in
China"”. Also, compared to the enormous scholarship on classical gardens, a lot of
aspects on modern designed landscapes need to be explored, and further and more
archival data make this research to become available®®".

Urban park is a key topic of the studies on the designed landscapes in modern
China. This is not only because urban park is a significant sign for the development
of Chinese gardens, but also its size, form, and location interact with social, economic,

201221 ‘Hence, more and more scholars use urban parks as a showcase

23]

and political agents
to study the development of cities in modern China. For example, Gao Lei et al.!
revealed the transition in beliefs and ideology by examining the transformation of

imperial altars of Beijing into public parks during the 20th century. Wu Xiaofan
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et al.”* analyzed the interactions between colonial culture and urban planning by
studying the parks in Changchun, the capital of Manchukuo, from 1932 to 1945.
Some scholars noticed the power that promoted the designed landscapes in
modern China—modernization. Since the 20th century, the scholarly works have too
often viewed the architecture and urban landscape of non-western countries as an
extension of the west, and thereby failed to draw enough attention on them'’'. Yet,
the publication of Edward Said’s Orientalism in the late 1970s attracted more and
more scholars to explore the hybridity and complexity that the modernization of non-

[21]

western countries presented. Zhao Jijun et al.”"' explored how the “Making Green the
Motherland” movement shaped China’s national identity during its modernization
process. Tang Keyang™® tried to inspire an alternate paradigm of “campus [as a]
garden” in the field of modern Chinese architecture by examining Henry K. Murphy’s
Yenching University campus planning. These studies not only contribute to discussing
China’s modernization by offering historical evidences, but also provide a context for

the international research on “critical histories of modern architecture.”

4.2 From Drawing Upon a Monolithic Approach to Investigate the Pluralistic

Since Jiangnan gardens of the Ming Dynasty play a key role in the Chinese garden
history, the existing works too often focus on these designed landscapes to study
Chinese gardens. However, the research is presenting pluralistic approaches recently.
On the one hand, Landscape Architecture is a comprehensive discipline, and more
and more scholars, thus, intend to integrate the perspectives and knowledge of other
disciplines, such as Literature, Architecture, Economics, Sociology, and Anthropology,
into it, to facilitate the disciplinary development””. Zhao Yingzhi® studied Mao

5,

Xiang’s “tree nest” to reconsider the aesthetics of 17th century Chinese literature and

landscapes against the backdrop of socio-historical circumstances. Zhao Shenghuan'”!

analyzed aural landscapes, such as sounds from water, birds, and artificial

constructions, in classical Chinese gardens, as well as their values for intangible

[

cultural heritage. Stephen Whiteman"” treated Bishu shanzhuang (Mountain Estate

to Escape the Summer Heat) as a diachronic source in historical study to explore how
Qing court tended towards the achronic or the teleological.
On the other hand, the multiplicity presented in research subjects of scholarship.

Rather than viewing Chinese gardens as a single entity, scholars intended to adopt
various perspectives to study Chinese gardens. For example, Christina Han""
examined aesthetic experience of wandering in the Chinese literati garden to explore

[32]

its varied philosophical and practical implications. Jung Woo-jin"~ studied the

7. (EMREHTEWSE) IREgHEESPERKARERD T
8. (EMRRITEWSE ) MHEIENEES P ERE AR BT

7. Analysis of the research focuses of the papers in Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes
and the fellowships from Dumbarton Oaks

8. Correspondence between the research focuses and scholarship years of the papers published in Studies in
the History of Gardens & Designed Landscapes and the fellowships from Dumbarton Oaks
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changes in the use and meanings of bamboo screens in traditional Chinese gardens.
Also, some scholars intended to expend their research from the garden inside into

% studied how the religious, aesthetic, and political

the outside. For instance, Lopez
agents framed Feilaifeng Hill from the Yuan to Qing Dynasty. Wu Xin"*, through
investigating the philosophical and poetical links of Yuelu Academy, discussed how
engagement with the landscape and gardens was part of Neo-Confucianist agenda
of teaching and learning.

Also, the literature on the classical Chinese gardens is attracting increasing
attention from researchers. Although The Craft of Gardens and Superfluous
Things, two of the most important works on Chinese gardens, have been translated
into English, French, Japanese, and other languages, other scholarship still failed
to draw enough attention from international academia. Thereupon, Hardie"™”,
Philip Watson"®, and Duncan Campbell®” respectively translated Yuan Huang’s
Record of the Hall Surrounded by Jade of Master Sitting-in-Reclusion, Li Gefei’s
Famous Gardens of Luoyang, and Zheng Yuanxun’s A Personal Record of My
Garden of Reflections into English. In addition, some scholars attempted to adopt
new approaches to re-examine the classical work of Chinese garden The Craft of
Gardens. Li Xiaodong et al.””, by means of scientific de-construction to study the
book, explored the production of knowledge in the past. Li Shikui"' confirmed
the aesthetic inclination of The Craft of Gardens as a production of collective

recognition and conventional customs in the context of concrete economical modes

and political frames.

4.3 From Focusing on Chinese National Interaction to Transnational Interaction
Although it has been a debate on whether can treat “China” as a single entity,
most of existing works are unfolded on the basis of viewing China as a geospatial
framework*"'*". However, transnational studies is becoming a research focus of
international academia since the early 21st century. As the journal Urban History
published the special issue of “Transnational Urbanism in the Americas” in 2009,
more and more scholars intended to draw the transnational approach to study

*21"as well as Chinese gardens.

Architecture and Urban Planning
Specifically, scholars intended to study Chinese gardens by setting these designed

landscapes into the context of cultural interaction. Being a pioneer of this field,

Bianca Maria Rinaldi developed her doctoral dissertation The «Chinese Garden

in Good Taste», and published it in Germany in 2006'*". Then, she expanded her

research objects from Jesuits into other newcomers, such as merchants, diplomats,

adventurers, and plant hunters. Taking the chance of undertaking a fellowship

at Dumbarton Oaks, she studied the travelling notes of these western arrivals on

Chinese gardens, such as missionary Michel Benoist and adventurer Sir George

Staunton, and examined how these arrivals understood and spread the knowledge

of Chinese gardens, as well as their influence on the 17th and 18th centuries’

European cultures and tastes'*"),

Also, modern designed landscape is drawing increasing attention from scholars.

Being the first frontier of Chinese global engagement, treaty ports provided a stage
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where China encountered with the western countries in culture, economy, and ideas.
45]

Zhou Xiangpin™' studied Zhang Garden in Shanghai to explore its hybrid landscape
feature. Mo Fei* and Josepha Richard*” examined the built environments in

the American Concession in Shanghai and Lingnan region to investigate how

they received influence from American and British design ideas. Likewise, Zhang
Yichi'** researched public parks in all the British concessions in China to discuss the
interactions between the British residents and local Chinese.

In addition, the transnational flow in East Asia is attracting scholarly interest
from international academia. Since it was a China-India dual centered Asian
maritime system, China had a close trade connection between the other countries
in the East, Southeast, and Central Asia. Therefore, Chinese religions, paintings,
and garden art have been widely spread across Asia, particularly in Japan and
Korea. Instead of a recipient of western culture that the designed landscapes in
the treaty ports acted, China delivered its garden art into these counties'*”. Wybe
Kuitert”" discussed the role of The Three Distances of Guo Xi in appreciating the

Mstudied

composition of scenery in Japanese pre-modern gardens. Richard Bullen'
the interactions between Chinese philosophy and literature and the design principles

of Japanese tea gardens in the 16th and 17th centuries.

5 Conclusion

By examining the articles of Studies in the History of Gardens & Designed
Landscapes and the fellowships of Dumbarton Oaks in the first two decades of
the 21st century, this article suggests that the research on Chinese gardens is an
important component of international academia. Recently, this research field has
attracted increasing attention of scholars from different countries with various
backgrounds, and shaped much of the output from China and Britain.

Significantly, such research presented a shift of studying paradigm from studying
Chinese classical gardens to modern designed landscapes, drawing upon a monolithic
approach to investigate the pluralistic, and from focusing on Chinese national
interaction to transnational interaction. However, as Wang Shaozeng pointed out in
his article The Development Vein of Landscape Architecture Theory in China for 30
Years that the Chinese garden history research in China, with stepping into the 21st
century, has experienced “a decades’ upheaval for both practice and theory,” which

” <

presented in the fields of “the reexamination of traditional Chinese culture,” “studies
on The Craft of Gardens,” “the adoption of scientific methods,” and “the integration
of western art and design principles””*"*°!, Consequently, Chinese scholars carefully
produced a number of scholarship with fresh perspectives. Hence, how to optimize
the China’s works by integrating international paradigms becomes a key issue to

further promote the development of landscape studies in China. LAF
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