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ABSTRACT

During every summer and winter vacation, the entrances of Peking
University and Tsinghua University in China are always crowded
with visitors. Although it is not yet possible to fully open and share
campus facilities with the public, a reasonable solution would be
allocating part of the entrance space to create a shared public
square, with trees planted and seating arranged. This would offer
shade and rest areas for the young visitors and their parents who
travel from across the country. Such improvements would not only
benefit visitors and reduce security burdens, but also enhance

the universities’ image and reflect their spirit of inclusiveness.
Moreover, it would offer these prestigious institutions an
opportunity to showcase their culture, disseminate knowledge, and
promote enlightenment, while embodying the humanistic care and
social commitment that universities should uphold.
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During every summer and winter vacation, the campuses

of worldwide famous universities in China such like Peking
University and Tsinghua University are teeming with visitors,
and most of them are teenagers and their parents from all cross
the country (Fig. 1). For these universities, it would undoubtedly
be a great chance to provide the general public with immersive
educational opportunities during the visits, allowing them to
gain enlightenment and edification in science, art, aesthetics,
and civilization. However, the current campus design does not
adequately meet the needs of visitors.

The visitors, who travel long distances, wait in a long queue
outside the entrances of the campuses, enduring the scorching
heat or biting winds, shoulder to shoulder with the crowds.
Campus security personnel take shifts to maintain order. Tour
guides and vendors navigate through the crowds. People taking
pictures often occupy city roads, causing traffic chaos and
unnecessary disputes. These visitors, along with their family,
have to endure the fatigue of waiting and noisy environments,
while both universities’ public image and their educational
operations might be impacted.

While we cannot ask the universities to fully open their
campuses (including libraries, stadiums, or even dining halls),
they could consider opening and creating a shared public square
by allocating part of the entrance space. A slight redesign and
renovation of this area (Fig. 2) could significantly alleviate the
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current issues. By preserving the gatehouses as landmarks, setting
back portions of the walls and security facilities by 10 ~ 20 m
to form a recessed entrance square of about 1,000 m? planting
canopy trees, and providing seating, the area could be open to
the public®. Other functional requirements can be thoughtfully
addressed through design. Both campuses already have spacious
squares and lush lawns, so sacrificing a little of those spaces to
create a gathering zone would further enhance the inclusiveness
of campus landscapes.

Offering a shared urban square can provide convenience
and comfort to long-travel visitors and future students. This
would beautify the campus environment and refine its elegance;
significantly reduce the burden of campus security, save costs,
and prevent incidents; and exemplify the legendary tradition of
sharing and inclusivity of both universities, setting a model for
all. Through such landscape design, the campuses can also convey
and promote the values of truth, goodness, and beauty to the
society.

By renovating the entrances, the campuses will become more
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1. On a summer day, the areas outside the entrances of
Tsinghua University and Peking University were as bustling
as busy marketplaces.

2. While the areas outside the entrances are congested and
obstructing traffic, the large spaces inside the campus
walls are less frequently used. There is a potential to
transform such places into shared urban spaces without
compromising the campus’s access control.
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This suggestion has been separately submitted to the
leadership of both Peking University and Tsinghua
University. The reason for this public release is that the
author often observe congestion around the entrances
of some universities and institutions, competing with city
traffic. This issue could all be resolved through spatial
courtesy. This is not just a matter of design, but also
concerns the awareness of civilization development.
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accessible to the public. Therefore, it is recommended to expedite
the renovation of the main entrances of Peking University

and Tsinghua University, particularly the eastern and western
entrances respectively, through the design of shared, tree-lined
urban squares. This will help these two universities to keep their
names as world-class institutions.
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