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Landscape injustice is widespread. Interdisciplinary dialogue, collaboration, and

exploration are expected to address this issue from local to regional scales.
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ABSTRACT

As an extension of environmental justice, landscape justice
emphasizes achieving inclusive and equitable planning and design
in both built and natural environments, allowing different social
groups to enjoy and share landscape resources and benefits

more equally. By endowing landscape design with a “just”
orientation, landscape justice significantly improves the spatial and
environmental benefits while promotes the process of environmental
justice. Landscape justice is characterized by its interdisciplinary
nature, showing great variability in spatio-temporal scales, site
dimensions and attributes, and social groups and scenarios, the
research of which urgently requires in-depth dialogues, sincere
collaborations, and active explorations among multiple disciplines.
We call for enriching the connotation of landscape justice through
interdisciplinary perspectives and addressing practical issues,

to provide innovative spatial propositions and paths for creating
sustainable urban environments and landscapes.
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In 2015, the United Nations introduced 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015. Among them, SDG11 is
dedicated to “Sustainable Cities and Communities,” aiming to
“make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and
sustainable.”!! The recently released China’s Progress Report

on the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development (2023) also highlights the goals of improving the
justice and accessibility of urban public services and creating
livable, resilient, and smart cities®. In this context, “landscape
justice” emerges as an essential component in achieving socially
sustainable and inclusive development.

Landscape justice, as an extension of environmental justice,
emphasizes achieving inclusive and equitable planning and design
in urban and natural environments, ensuring various social
groups can enjoy and share landscape resources and benefits
more equally. Landscape justice is an interdisciplinary field
covering landscape design, urban planning, geography, sociology,
ecology, and public health. It exhibits significant variability in
spatio-temporal scales, sites and attributes, and social groups
and scenarios. To deepen the understanding and promote the
development of landscape justice, it necessitates in-depth
dialogues, sincere collaborations, and active explorations across
disciplines. Meanwhile, the following four aspects should be
focused on in the process of research, design, and practice.

First, equitable distribution of landscape resources. Landscape
justice advocates for fair and equal allocation of landscape
resources, encompassing water resources, public spaces, and other
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natural resources and built facilities. Therefore, it is crucial to pay
more attention to marginalized communities affected by factors
such as social status, income, cultural differences, education
level, and age structure, ensuring they can fairly enjoy landscape
resources.

Second, comprehensive consideration of ecosystem services.
In the pursuit of landscape justice, the sustainable development
of ecological protection and ecosystem services should not be
overlooked. In landscape planning and design, it is necessary to
fully consider biodiversity and ecosystem services diversity and
comprehensiveness while meeting human needs. In this way,
harmony between humans and nature can be achieved under the
background of landscape justice, creating a greener, healthier, and
more sustainable urban environment and landscape.

Third, public participation in decision-making. Landscape
justice underscores public participation, especially encouraging
urban residents and community members to engage in the
decision-making process of landscape planning and design.
Integrating public input ensures that their voices and needs are
fully addressed. This approach not only enhances the efficiency
and rationale of decision-making, but also strengthens individuals’
sense of belonging and participation in social issues, thereby
fostering greater cohesion within the community.

Last, respect and protect art and culture. Landscape justice
highlights respecting and protecting the landscape values
bestowed by the unique cultural backgrounds of different regions.
Each place possesses its distinct history, culture, and art traditions.
Through incorporating these elements into landscape planning and
design, it is possible to preserve and enhance local characteristics
and cultural diversity. This approach can promote cultural
identification and confidence among the public, thereby enhancing
the resilience and vitality of urban communities.

Landscape justice is a topic full of challenges and hopes,
missions and responsibilities. We expect the contributions to this
special edition can inspire more thoughts, discussions, dialogues,
collaborations, and practices on it. We call for continuously
enriching the connotation of landscape justice and providing
innovative spatial propositions and implementation paths, by
combining multi-disciplinary perspectives and various types of
practical issues, for creating sustainable urban environments and
landscapes, and realizing the vision of a beautiful China.
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