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ABSTRACT

Contemporary Landscape Architecture has not become an applied discipline with mature market
and well-defined social responsibility since its establishment in China. To address the issues that
have long hindered the development, education, and public perception of Landscape Architecture,
this article points out the required professional core means of landscape architects, and proposes
five suggestions for their professional qualifications, including having knowledge about relevant
laws, being familiar with relevant standards and norms, having empathy for users and professional
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common sense, having professional competency, and complying with professional ethics and
accepting industry self-regulation. For the future of this profession, the promulgation of The

Barrier-Free Environment Creation Law of the People’s Republic of China offers an opportunity for
landscape architects to establish their irreplaceable role for the society.

Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Urban and Regional
Planning are three major professions leading urban and rural
development and ecological conservation in the United States'".
Although having clear boundaries, they are complementary each
other to fulfill professional responsibilities in related fields. Although
contemporary Landscape Architecture has been introduced for more
than seventy years in China, it has not become an applied profession
with mature market and well-defined social responsibility as
expected. Instead, landscape architects have often been criticized
for being “easily qualified” and “low technic requirements,” resulting
in unsatisfactory social recognition. Such issues have long-time
hindered the development of Landscape Architecture profession and
education in China, as well as its public perception”~

How to be qualified for practicing Landscape Architecture?
And what are the core means of this profession? Combining with
nearly twenty years’ continuous exploration, the author attempts to
answer these questions by proposing the suggestions for landscape
architects’ professional qualification as the followings'™*);
First, landscape architects should have knowledge about relevant
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laws. Since 2015, Landscape Architecture has become a profession
with lifelong responsibility, for which both The Environmental
Protection Law of the People’s Republic of China (effective on
January 1, 2015) and The Barrier-Free Environment Creation Law of
the People’s Republic of China (effective on September 1, 2023) have
raised explicit requirements. These two laws together with The Civil
Code of the People’s Republic of China and other laws set the legal
requirements for landscape architects.

Second, landscape architects should be familiar with relevant
design and engineering norms, including General Codes for
Accessibility of Buildings and Municipal Engineering Projects (GB
55019-2021, effective on April 1, 2022) and relevant standards in
specific fields in dealing with actual projects.

Third, landscape architects should have empathy and professional
common sense, create the built-environment by “thinking ahead of
users’ needs,” taking the mission to devote themselves to persons, to
the vulnerable, to the details, and to the future.

Fourth, landscape architects should have professional
competency. Laws and the society demand landscape architects in



various aspects—ensuring public interests, caring for user safety
and health, improving well-beings of human and other creatures,
maintaining ecosystem health and sustainability, provisioning of
ecosystem services, and exploring adaptive solutions for global
climate change—which all call for proactivity.

Fifth, landscape architects should hold rigid professional ethics
and accept industry self-regulation, which guarantee the growth of
the profession.

The professional core means, covering skills, techniques, and
methods of landscape architects, include the following aspects.
First, the competence to coordinate project implementation. Any
project should be established within a “whole-process architecture,”
ranging from proposal, assessment, planning, design, detail plans,
construction design, construction, supervision, acceptance inspection,
to post-occupation evaluation, and maintenance. Landscape architects
are the best actor to manage the whole process! Second, landscape
architects have the design knowledge, techniques, and value system
to conduct evidence-based design, and the ability for cross- and inter-
disciplinary research. Qualified landscape architects can construct
a logical framework for design at least covering interdisciplinary
knowledge, site, users, aesthetics, social responsibility, and design
language. Third, landscape architects have the ability to transform
citizens’ perceptions and lifestyles through design interventions,
and should be leaders in advocating innovative practices towards
the unknown and the future. Fourth, the professionals should
have an open mind for communication, be good at expression, and
embrace collaboration and cooperation, which require landscape
architects have a humble attitude, explicit language, and flexible and
diverse means of communication and expression. Fifth, landscape
architects need to prepare for lifelong learning, be able to update
their knowledge and apply advanced techniques with times, and
can practice by immidiate learning. Landscape Architecture is a
profession of changes. Few of them would do the same type of
projects or practice only at a same city or region all the time, which
makes it crucial to keep learning new knowledge and maintain good
working habits to master infinite new technologies and meeting the
demands of ever-changing conditions and scenarios.”” "

If landscape architects can truly promote the construction of
harmonious cities where people live in safe, joyful environment and
trust each other, we will gain an irreplaceable social recognition.
Now the enactment of The Barrier-Free Environment Creation
Law has offered such an opportunity'® ™%, First, we need to be the
landscape project coordinator to pursue a satisfactory result by doing
better step by step in the whole process; second, care for people
and create breathtaking beauty through meticulous and detailed
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design; third, change mind and attitudes about people, nature,

and embrace self-reflection, to adapt to diverse environmental
conditions and changing social needs; fourth, promote cross- and
inter-disciplinary research and practice, including but not limited to
Architecture, Urban and Regional Planning, Landscape Architecture,
Law, Sociology, Economics, Gerontology, Information Technology,
Neuroscience, Mental Health, Psychological and Behavioral Sciences,
Product Design, Material Sciences, and Engineering Management;
and fifth, make barrier-free environmental construction an approach
to realizing the development of climate-adaptive cities.

In sum, design is the expression of thoughts on the mission of
the times. As a discipline that supports the construction of Beautiful
China and sustainable development, whether Landscape Architecture
can lead the future urban development depends on how we will
continuously improve the standards of professional qualification,
skills, techniques, methods, education, and self-regulation.
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