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The “Change” and the “Constancy” of Landscapes
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ABSTRACT

Scientifically recognizing and wisely intervening the evolution of landscape is an
important topic in Landscape Architecture, since evolution (change) is absolute.
For human, landscape changes, however, can be measured in a relative sense.
Upon such an understanding, the concept “persistent landscape” highlights

the landscape’s continuity and stability over time, as well as the stable variety

of physical environment. The key to understand this concept lies in landscape
architects’ observation of not only the stability of natural ecosystems but also the
harmony of cultural-social contexts. However, the rapid urbanization has caused
many pressing problems such as the loss of characteristics in urban and rural
area, environmental pollution, ecological fragmentation, and cultural fracture,
which calls for landscape architects who can re-recognize the man-land
relationship and formulate scientific strategies for sustainable development. In
this issue, LA Frontiers hopes to offer landscape architects with insights to meet
contemporary needs by embracing new landscape forms and implications, so as
to create healthier and more poetic-quality living environments with cultural and
spatial characteristics.

KEYWORDS
Persistent Landscape; Landscape Evolution; Landscape Resilience; Landscape
Assessment; Sustainable Landscape

BIE | B%T. BR. %5
TRANSLATED BY | RAN Lingyu, Tina TIAN, Victor JI

LUO Tao
Professor and PhD Supervisor of School of Architecture and Urban-Rural Planning, Fuzhou
University

£ 8 ot i

R EHILT,

A,

HEGRFSKE, AT RBE! 7

“STRA, 7

BAEW AR E TS

CALLRGBRERE, AL,

IR A Y B e TR

“EHIOL, 7

CAME B -

CHEAKE?

“AHixIu, 7

RGP IXEHT =M FEF,

“ERE—HEE? 7

—— A AR
—HREE(EERE)

REAAET S BRI AGRE R EIRRIR T, R R R TR, A
BRI R ZIED . EARERECR, BRRETYIEE, NERZZFWA “HRRA” . FEE,
WA, WA, B AR, LA, A7 i T LU R e,
AT G AT R RNE. BT W Y, BT RS R R R, B
B ARTENE . RIS R AR SO i P

SO AZESEH T AR BRI A 8 B 1258 R R URIRAT, SO0
SR XY o HJE, BB T RS AR RS, LA R L, AT
AR A SRR LA FE A (persistence ) « TERFIRIZERE I, SOWHA LM 5w
P EAS AR b, SO BURUE 22 AL RAE . R, B SOULRE AR IR SCHEAE T XS
AR SR G 5 A2 KR RS RSS9 8 S50LR, X SR 4t sh Bir B Y
YEFF R GESASTEMRET), R E NS WA EN — A 5 RS, SRR HAE R [ 98 KAt 2
PRI S A I i B4 ) PRI AR SRR AR AL AR TE M SCIL I RE Ty o X TR 500, o A PRI R B
S BA SRR 1S SRS RE T

https://doi.org/10.15302/J-LAF-1-010015
I #&Ad18) RECEIVED DATE | 2021-05-30

008

FESZES | TU9BL
XHMRERD | C

VOLUME 9 /ISSUE 2/ APRIL 2021



SRS | ERFE

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE FRONTIERS / EDITORIAL

T3S 219404, W EZ D T ST s BB R O | R R PR A R A AR o R S 0L B R AU A
FATIT LG MR MRS WAL AR S ke . T SR I SC AR o el LR SOOLAO RS A, SRR A
OB, JERRaA e TR R e T B Stk b IR BT BT AR (AR L IR BTG
e AZSHERE . SOl AR B A, B IR EE R AR R OR RAREOIS U AR Ay, R
A BB 22 S H 8 S DIHE ATE

TEMTT T, AT AL B . BRI Bt ImIE R LU R LA A S R ARSI 19
R AL U -5 B AT A i 2R 8 SRR B o B PR A ROUL, BT R AHIOC R, i Rl S AR
BRGMEENE, MY e MO 5 PO PR A oh i 5 S an e 9K ) T ARG UL, 5
JER T AN D S A X A M IR AL A, RS IS BGCAZ I KR s e IS, AT SE 2 i £
HoBPE SO AR | dhar . &vh . S0l R RN E, IRR SRR SRR E S B R MRS
ARigte, DMEIE ACRERE D s SCHRAE A9 R GEBETT oM s DA, [ s R 53T, kS R AP S
RIFIIE & SOl BB R Ik S T

FEARIF, Afrse o I B T SC TR L SEBEOULEE AR Y AR KA S RV R R
TEHE LS ANE D7 T, BEWT RAFE N LASAS EL G T 78 = A I B0 58 LAY 601 s A1 487 1X 14 25 T 28R iE A
PIA R, MR XA R A A I 25 28 52 EAT T LCERWE S o SOKIN - SORM (Sl ) S8 AKFEHL e ot it
PN I T B X Bt B RRALAE BN Calvars ) HOZSTAJEAE, SR 98 77X F/ N TIRAT 5958 E SoW e R it
FARPE AR I 2 o XA IOR P R M T DRGSR BRI A B e e A 5 o ) 4
Ik % 23 A R R S B R, il I A B — Bk, W T AR S R G SR g5 A A A Y R
WLEZR RARFIE, RPN T 2SR s o

TESCHLSOMRE A DT T, B2/RA% - MAARAE SR ik ARG " (Managing Archaeotopes ) BT
&, ik R e R RO (U s ) TR D R B S = R R EL S, SN
ARG T8I AR, DR RRMAE o7 R MRS ERI RS o BREE M T3 5y 5 s A SCie )
WEoE, 2200 56 B AL 299N BB LA XU — A B A S T RE S N BB (3 A, 1hIX —H IXCFOUL R A PE R
KB R —— K OB s 25 A e 5 NI TSR IR o 295y - B vw U 40 BOA ROt S8 1 58 [ B 8 st
Gt, BRE TSSO BB AE S SCAC SRV E R O T ROTRTEAE T, L RGE i PRI R (440 AR
APLEIRE ) I AR R AR R A SRR . XU AR SR T R AR 2R i = A A5
PUREIAE SR CE R AWASSS -k k ko8 S-A L | DSEINYS- SN aai DO R7E AU IS i gk o/ 5 W L (€ DAY R 775
SRR, IFIRIEAE RS A AR T AR B —— X SOl A LA L SHERICE, ASAET
XA AR B RGEN R E  BERL . BT - RE N TS S R B LR O O
HER Y B LR —— R AE AR, YR T HAE LIS E— KREAR” PR TRE . M
B RS AR SR SR, DUE R TR APER) 2" o, O — S B A SO F AR Y
RS

fi i EIRGTPA EE PR BRI TS, FeMT22 2 L R A PRI (B A I 2 s 500, DAY AE S5 s
PR AP, AT BAESE A, BRI, BRI AL

S AT EOA o 5B THIAA0E B AT R, KT S B A A SRS, e A B 55 U
AORLEE S I, B e . PFR, LB SCHORALS =S [MRF 0 & dh N JE R 58 . LAF

g

RGHEMNAZRASW S AN FE KT RE L AR CRE LR PR TR,

009



“Here comes the season of change,”

says the leaves on the tree,

“See, rottenness slowly creep out from some of
us inside,

while the others are withered from the edge.”

“That'’s always true,”

| hear the response from my heart—

which has withered and decayed in the chilly
wind of winter.

Then the glittering stars rise upon the top of
trees,

“Take a look at here,”

They seem to be whispering:

“Are there any changes happening?”

“Take a look at here,”

| hear another voice whispers,

“They are constantly bright as always, right?"

—That's the voice from my soul.

—T'seu-mou Hsu, Change and Constancy
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“Change and constancy” is an eternal topic for human. Everything in the world changes, but the ego
of them, according to Chinese poet Su Shi (1037-1101); The form of everything changes, but the
“soul” of a bystander, according to another Chinese poet Tseu-mou Hsu (1897-1931). The external
manifestations, including environments, phenomena, forms, and styles, are changing; instead,

the inherent laws not changing. Being tightly interwoven, the change and the constancy impact

W means the process of evolution of natural

and improve each other. The so-called “Deep Form
environment with stable, resilient, and persistent characteristics of landscapes.

Landscape is a time-space compound shaped by human activities on natural processes”. The
evolution of landscapes is absolute, according to The Second Law of Thermodynamics. However,
humans would subjectively notice the persistence of landscapes. The persistence of a landscape
refers to its continuity and stability over time, as well as the lasting distinctiveness of its physical
environment”', Therefore, the key to understand the persistence lies in landscape architects’
observation of not only the stability of natural ecosystems but also the harmony of cultural-social
contexts. The former emphasizes the ability to maintain the dynamism and stability of the landscape
system against external disturbances; the latter one, by regarding the landscape as a man-land
composite ecosystem, refers to the ability to maintain localities and cultural legacy in response to
changes of natural and social environments. For emerging landscapes, persistence manifests the
ability to interact and integrate with and adapt to the remaining landscapes.

Along with the aggressive urbanization in China, one of the largest and most rapid processes in
world history, over the past four decades, the huge changes of territorial landscape urge us to further
probe into the mechanisms and patterns of landscape evolution, through profound and broad
discussion in Landscape Architecture. Landscape architects are asked to understand the persistence
of landscape, study the elements of persistent landscapes, and formulate strategies for sustainable
development scientifically, so as to help solve the problems during the urbanization, such as the loss
of characteristics, environmental pollution, ecological fragmentation, and cultural fracture, and help
respond to the more specific demands of the general public in the new stage of urbanization.

In this issue, scholars, planners, and designers all over the world are invited to contribute to
the topics related to “persistent landscapes,” including 1) re-examining the man-land relationship,
which asks planners and designers to better understand persistent landscapes by comprehending
land systems and landscape characteristics, in order to maintain the integrity of the landscape and
ecosystem, and respect the regionality and locality; 2) studying the impact of rapid urbanization on
regional landscapes—such as traditional agricultural landscapes, ancient villages, and urban historic
areas—and the disappeared collective memories; 3) leveraging the values of ecology, community,
economy, culture, aesthetics, and local knowledge in urban-rural landscape practices, and rescuing
traditional eco-techniques to ecosystem conservation and landscape restoration, as well as
systematic design strategies that protect localities; and 4) encouraging new approaches to persistent
landscape planning and ecological restoration for urban and rural China, and meeting the demands
of the current territorial spatial planning.

In this issue, scholars, planners, and designers share their ideas and explorations about
recognizing and realizing persistence landscapes. Regarding to the identification of the factors
of persistent landscapes, Hong Xinchen et al. made a comparative study on the spatial-temporal
changes of the spatial morphology of 60 residential neighborhoods of 5 county-level cities built
over three history stages. Through visual metrics assessment, Emily Ives (Prieskorn) et al. clarified

the spatial properties of the precious alvars in Michigan, stressing the significance to continuously
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evaluate the small and rare landscape types. Liu Yushu et al. regarded the regional characteristics of
“gathering and thriving with water” in Suzhou, China as the key element impacting the evolution
of urban and rural space in a wide range. By introducing the significance-performance analysis, they
clarified the landscape elements and features optimizing the effective supply of ecosystem cultural
service and presented strategies for spatial optimization.

Regarding to the strengthening of landscape persistence, Holger Behm et al. propose a new
concept Managing Archaeotopes and emphasize that historical contexts of landscapes (especially
archaeological sites) should be integrated into spatial planning through interdisciplinary
cooperation. They introduce eight allied disciplines from three perspectives to bring together the
archaeological, aesthetic, and ecological values in the landscape. Based on the research on geology
and prehistoric culture, Chen Jiacheng attempts to design a composite pathway of ecological
functions and touristic values for the Black Region in the State of New York, America, identifying
the key factors of persistence in this area—hydrogeological dynamics and human desires. John
Whittaker, rethinking on the traditions of American funery landscapes, elucidates the potential role
that funery landscapes play in remodeling biological and cultural diversity, as well as the expedited
aboveground decomposition process (called Natural Organic Reduction) to make human remains
return to nature and nourish new lives. By case studies of public landscape stewardship practices
in North Carolina, the United States, Liu Yadong defines modern public landscape stewardship as
“the sustainable management of site landscape driven by the long-term responsibility and active
care of landscape architects.” He also emphasizes that the core of care, i.e. its ethic category—the
attachment, responsibility, and care to landscape and land, together with the humble, acumen, and
ardour in the face of the complex and changing social ecosystem. In his renewal design practice
of Jubileumsparken at the central port in Gothenburg, Sweden, Martin Allik presents a 1:1 scale
landscape laboratory—the Shoreline Park—implementing the comprehensive experiments on
aesthetics, material, planting, and maintenance that would then be used in the permanent Play &
Learn Park. Definitely, this project becomes an experimental flagship of the persistent landscapes’
construction.

By gathering cutting edge research with international outlooks, LA Frontiers might offer a new
perspective that helps professionals appreciate “ecological voids” by strengthening studies on the
persistence of urban and rural regional landscapes, to eventually improve the urban resilience, and
the persistence of landscapes.

Landscapes become everlasting through changes. LA Frontiers hopes to offer landscape architects
with insights to meet contemporary needs by embracing new landscape forms and implications,
s0 as to create healthier and more poetic-quality living environments with cultural and spatial

characteristics. LAF
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