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From the foundation of Barcino in
around 200 BC until today, Barcelona
has amassed more than 2,000 years of
history in the stones of the city.

BIG TIME BCN is a map of Barcelona

s that highlights the age of urban plots

contrasted with  the city’'s archltectural
heritage.

4 'This cartography offers an insight into-. |
nearly 70,000 plots and 3,000 protected,

monuments. |

http://bigti 0 net/
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Big Time BCN:
Strengthening the Link between
Heritage and Society through
Representation
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Abstract ...

Big Time BCN is a dynamic cartography of Barcelona
that uses the synthetic capacity of “mapping” and new
interaction possibilities offered by digital tools to establish
novel links between heritage and the society that protects
and admires it, while strengthening the bonds of identity.
This project is an interactive visualization of data from more

than 70,000 plots and 3,000 monuments.
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1. Data from more than 70,000 plots and 3,000 monuments
is available in a new, interactive map which visualises
information on Barcelona's heritage.
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2. Heritage assets have been geolocated and classified
depending on its level of protection (A, B, or C).

3. Detail of the historic centre, with a large concentration of
heritage elements.
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The term “Architectural Heritage” is
today a social conception, the result of a
pact between different groups of citizens
(historians, architects, sociologists, etc.) to
define immovable built property of public
interest. Once a heritage element is defined,
it must be cared and protected both by public
administration and private owners.

At present, we preserve more monuments
than ever before. Heritage conservation is in
good shape, despite criticism arising from
the specialized circles and even from civic
associations still claiming for higher levels
of protection. We have increased technical
expertise in rehabilitation and society
assumes the “burden” of preserving past

legacies for future generations as a moral

duty — particularly in European context
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where architectural heritage is regarded as an
economic and strategic value for positioning
in global tourism market.

The commitment of society to protect
cultural heritage is not a matter of dispute.
Today, public bodies at national and inter-
national level are responsible for identifying
and monitoring architectural assets with
historical and artistic value. At the same time,
heritage owners (public or private) must also
ensure its preservation. This task relies in the
role of society to transmit and learn about
history through documents and objects. On
the other hand, historic resources are also
providing a broad, significant contribution
to the economic health of several cities by
means of cultural tourism.

However, this scenario is only valid for
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some unique heritage assets that focus public

attention. A large number of monuments and
sites are still at disadvantage either because of
their peripheral location from touristic centers
or the concentration of great monuments in
the same city, tourism is unable to consume.
This situation results in a heterogeneous
conservation of the heritage. Monuments
in good condition — properly restored and
richly documented, concentrating interest
and direct economic benefits — enter into
competition with other heritage assets in
“precarious” state, without a direct connection
between its value and its conservation status.
The city of Barcelona is an excellent
example of this phenomenon where mass
tourism ignores “minor” works; last ones

being also relevant to urban story but receive
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much less media attention. In addition to
its most celebrated monuments, such as the
Sagrada Familia or Parc Giiell, Barcelona
has more than 3,000 protected assets. Among
these assets are Roman and medieval walls,
convents, residential and industrial buildings,
parts of certain facades and even street
furniture (sculptures, fountains, etc.).

These elements are inventoried in the
corresponding Catalog of Heritage that
justifies the value of each asset and proposes
a different level of protection according to
fragility and importance. Still, information
is available but it is difficult to use both by
specialized professionals and citizenship.
In this regard, we believe that a correct
conservation of our heritage not only depend
on adequate control mechanisms but also on
an intense exercise of dissemination among
society it represents.

Big Time BCN (Barcelona) proposes to
use the synthetic capacity of “mapping” and
new interaction possibilities offered by digital

tools to establish novel links between the
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built heritage and the society that protects and
admires it, while strengthening the bonds of
identity. The project represents a first attempt
to reference, in a dynamic cartographic
support, the complete database of Barcelona’s
heritage.

For the first time, complete information
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on Barcelona’s heritage is available for
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4. Detail of the intersection between Cerda grid and the
historic centre.

5.  Cadastral information (plot in blue) has been compiled
and displayed according to the year of construction. The
page will show the construction year of each architecture
as visitor browsing the web site.

6.  Visitor could browse details of architectures through app
or website.

#IPR3 Protection level
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Visitor location on different scales

citizens, professionals and tourists through
a dynamic, accessible and versatile platform
(web and movile). The cartography aims to
explain the current image of the city, which
has been shaped over thousands of years of
collective conscience. It includes several
existing databases and archives, most of
them still to be digitized or opened, melding
different data sources into a single and
complex representation.

We have collected, classified and
displayed data from the Directorate General
for Cadastre (DGC)@, Barcelona Heritage
Catalogue (CPAB)@ and the Archeological
Map (CAB)@. We have created a new
cartographical base map, which uses data
from the DGC, the CPAB and the CAB,
adapting projection systems for a combined
display of both datasets. Cadastral information
has been compiled and displayed according
to the year of construction of each plot while
heritage assets have been geolocated and

classified depending on its level of protection

(A, B, or C).

The map, that offers and insight into more
than 2,000 years of history and nearly 70,000
urban plots in contrast to architectural and
archaeological heritage, has emerged as a
key tool to raise awareness on the collective
value of heritage among society and to
involve citizens in its safeguarding. Heritage
conservation should be proposed as an
experience, something to learn in situ, which
requires of a physical approach (hence the
interactive and flexible nature of the project
and its mobile application).

A real change in the perception of heritage
by citizens and tourists should come through
the use of tools such as Big Time BCN,
that articulate both modern mechanisms of
approaching heritage and its cataloging and
other identification processes. Cartography, as
a tool for citizen empowerment incorporating
sensory and subjective explanation of
territory, must enable collective decision

making and the setting of novel heritage
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Detail information of building

protection criteria that involve further citizen

participation. LAF

NOTES

(@  The Cadastre (http://www.catastro.meh.es/) is an administrative
record describing the land property and division.

@  The Barcelona Heritage Catalogue (http://w10.bcn.es/APPS/
cat_patri/home.do) is an inventory of architectonic assets,
listed by heritage value.

@ The Archacological Map of Barcelona (http://
cartaarqueologica.ben.cat/) lists major archaeological sites and
units.
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8. T INFEFARE AN {5 FiZapp

7. The app shows user's position and identifies the most
relevant and interesting historical sites.

8.  Vistor can use Big Time BCN on a tablet computer.




