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Abstract ...

In 2012, IAPA won the international competition of Liangdai
Village National Relics Park in Hancheng, Shaanxi.
Their winning scheme integrates various perspectives
— including cultural relics preservation and exhibition,
landscape planning, tourist planning and architectural
design. The design proposal aims to transform Liangdai
Village Relics Park into a comprehensive one, which
represents and demonstrates its rich historic heritage —
culture of Eastern and Western Zhou dynasties in the site,
regional culture of Hancheng and the Yellow River culture.

Key words ...
Tomb Heritage; Cultural and Historical Heritage Preservation

and Exhibition; Tourism Planning; Landscape Planning;
Architecture Design
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Project Background and Site Context
Hancheng, known as Dragon Gate in ancient
time, is located in north-eastern central
Shaanxi Plain. Expanding along the west
of the Yellow River, this is the place of
militarily strategic importance and a national
historic cultural city with profound history
and cultural accumulations. Hints of human
activities can be traced back 50,000 years ago,
and it has more than ten relics of Yangshao and
Longshan Culture dated back to 4,000 ~ 6,000
years ago as well as abundant relics from Qin,
Han, Tang, Song, Jin, Yuan, Ming and Qing
Dynasties.

Liangdai Village Relics is situated on
the high land of the west bank of Yellow
River, 7 km north-east of the urban area of
Hancheng, Shaanxi province. There are seven
large-scale tombs of feudal kings, more than
100 tombs of scholar officials and more than

1,100 civilian tombs. The rectangular tomb

a‘. Py .;_“_"

complex, measured 600 m from east to west,
550 m from north to south, covers a large area
of 33 hm’ in total. The establishment of this
park bears great significance in understanding
and studying archaeological culture of Zhou
Dynasties in Shaanxi and the Yellow River
valley, the tomb culture and society, and the
history from late Western Zhou Dynasty to
the Spring and Autumn Period.

The project covers an area of 65 hm?’;
the general topography is flat, the site is
encompasses large area of wheat field. Under
the influence of Yellow River, a belt-shape pit
is formed at the east of the site. Besides, there
are elements of village, railway, highway and

pylons.

Planning Framework and Zoning
Strategy
First, an axis from north to south was

designed in the plan to guarantee that the

important service facilities were included
within the control area. Secondly, the main
service facilities are planned strategically,
and potential linkage with eastern nodes
are reserved. Thirdly, north-south axis in
the western area forms an E-shape space
with three major lands to the east. And
then, the connections of individual parcels
are strengthened through traffic and visual
corridors to form three major function areas
as the south, center, and north. Lastly, nodes
are strengthened to form a relatively complete
concept for the master plan.

Based on the planning framework above,
Liangdai Village Relics Park comprises of a
space layout of “two axes and five zones”.
The connection of individual function area
is strengthened through axes on which key
programs are aligned to form an organized yet
dynamic spatial series.

The “five zones” includes: entrance and
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service area, relic preservation and exhibition
area, demonstration area of Rui culture,
ecological landscape area of Yellow River,

and folklore area.

1 Entrance and Service Area

Entrance and service area covers 8 hm’,
including tourist supporting facilities, such
as south entrance plaza, park gate, eco-
parking lot and tourist service center. It
provides relaxing space for tourists through
landscape transition from the relic protection
and exhibition area to outer layer of farm land

formed by green space.

2 Relic Preservation and Exhibition Area

This area occupies 32 hm*, focusing on
the preservation of Liangdai Village Tomb
Complex and demonstrating the tomb layout
and forms in Eastern and Western Zhou
Dynasties. There are supporting facilities,
including outdoor theater, relic museum,
boulevard, core relics, boardwalks and
original sites of three great tombs.

The museum locates in the center of

Bird-ey€ view renéering offthe Foll fore Atea O 1APA

the axis from north to south, facing core
relics and connected with the relic area
through landscape avenues. The design of
the museum takes after the prototype of the
ancient courtyard. The outline is in a square
form of 60 m x 60 m; the center forms
an inner courtyard. Artistic expression is
adopted to simplify the styling of cultural
relics and transform it into facade to make
the architecture full of culture feature of
Western Zhou Dynasty. On one hand, tourists
can enjoy panoramic view of the whole site
from within. On the other hand, the green
space enclosure and open space are formed to
realize the transition between the interior and
exterior space of the building. Meanwhile, the
needs of traffic and pedestrian organization
are met.

The core area locates in the center of the
park, highlighting its key role in the entire
site. The design of the core area sticks to the
principle of putting protection in the first
place, including the following strategies:

(1) In order to conduct full protection

over the site, backfill after the excavation and

plant trees at the undeveloped tomb areas.
Movable tree boxes are adopted in other areas
to prevent damage to the underground relics
caused by the roots.

(2) According to the various scales, the
exhibitions of the relic sites will bring visitors
a wealth of touring experiences, through
appropriate landscape spatial design, cultural
signage, touring road system and dynamic
topographical elevations.

(3) Liangdai Village tomb complex bears
over a thousand underground tombs in which
breath-taking artifacts were buried. The
challenge we are facing is how to demonstrate
them in modern artistic means. The planning
responds to this in following perspectives:
1) based on earth-filling protection,
landscape demonstration boxes are installed
above-ground for overall demonstration
in correspondence with the underground
heritages; 2) the design of landscape
box is determined through successive
transformation of mass blocks. First step of
the transformation is to create a vertical layer

at the height of eye level which as result,
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forming an arc interface that is depressed in
the center and elevated at the periphery; 3)
segmentation of the modules is conducted
and the alignment with underground tombs
is completed to realize real-life scale and
position of the exhibitions; 4) finally, add
touring paths and landscape elements in the
exhibitions to compose a grandiose cultural

heritage view.

3 Demonstration Area of Rui Culture
Covering an area of 11 hm’, Rui culture

scenes are fully represented through relic

replication, art craft manufacture and tourists

experience.

4 Ecological Landscape Area of the Yellow
River

Ecological landscape area of Yellow
River covers 9 hm”and sits in the east of
the park, providing visitors with multiple
facilities such as observation tower, view
platform, signature landscape wall and eco-
landscape forest along riverfront so that they
can appreciate the spectacular views of the
Yellow River. In addition, the plan attempts
to promote the protection of bottomland of

the Yellow River and landscape restoration

through progressive ecological terraces.

5 Folklore Area

The folklore area, covering about 5 hm’,
locates in the south of the park. In order to
meet visitors demand, the plan integrates
a variety of services including catering,
entertainment, relaxation, shopping,
performing arts and small-scale hotels
through the design of a folklore commercial

corridor and folklore plaza.

Conclusion
IAPA was awarded in 2012 the winner
of the international competition of Liangdai

Village National Relics Park in Hancheng,

Shaanxi. The project is carried out subse-
quently and the primary construction of
cultural axis from south to north has been
completed. The local relics, overall layout
and historic landscape sceneries are fully
preserved. The Liangdai Village Relics is
planned to be “real, readable, and sustainable”
historic culture heritage preservation and
demonstration area to embody the historic
and scientific values of the relics and
stimulate the regional social and economic

development. LAF
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