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Abstract / To a varying degree the modern cities have all lost their
historical and cultural characteristics. Archaeology is one way to excavate the
cultural identity of an area. The urban characteristics take root in its culture.
But for now, archaeology and planning are currently mismatched and should
do more to relate. | suggest that planning majors need enroll in a number of
related courses to achieve a cross integration of disciplines. Culture heritage
is non-renewable resources, we need make initial identification of culture
heritage before city development.
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China’s long history is rich with historical and cultural

sites, but in most of today’s cities planning it seems to

be done recklessly with little regard for local history.

From the perspective of an archaeologist, what do you

think contributes to this lack of cultural identity?

Qingzhu LIU (LIU Hereafter): From Beijing to
Shanghai, Guangzhou to Shenzhen, and even to our
neighboring cities, such as Seoul, our modern cities
look the same. To varying degrees they have all lost
their historical and cultural characteristics. In the past
the identity of a city matched its local geographical
conditions and regional ethnic tradition, due to the
traffic limitations. Today, with faster transportation
and information exchanges, the world is converging.
China’s long and varied history means we need to give
special attention to our cultural resources. Archaeology
is one way to excavate local cultural identity. The
urban characteristics take root in its culture, this is
what we say, “no nationality, no internationality”.

As a society we lack an in-depth understanding
of archaeology, even without a basic knowledge.
The purpose of archeology is not to dig treasure, the
purpose of archaeology is to read an entire site and
to rehabilitate an society through its cultural identity.
We have concerned with too many specifics and not
concerned enough with the overall environment.
For example, China’s current method of interpreting
historical cities through “historical and cultural streets”

does not reflect the city culture as a whole.

We have learned that you contribute to many heritage

site planning project as a reviewer, what kind of

problems do you find in contemporary projects?

LIU: I think archaeology and planning are currently
mismatched and should do more to relate. Most
archaeological work stays at a very singular, objective
state of discussion — where things are from, how old

they are, etc. It is therefore difficult for planner to

apply archaeological materials and findings to their
work. Archaeologist need to present research results in
an intelligible way.

Planning is actually a very integrated discipline,
that if anything needs more scholarship. Planners who
work on heritage site protection should be familiar
with archaeological language, just like if we want to
read foreign classics, we can fully appreciate them
only if we understand the foreign language. I often
recommend to planning majors that they enroll in a
number of related courses to achieve an integration of

disciplines.

How do we manage the contradictions between

excavation and protection that archaeological and

cultural heritage sites face?

LIU: It is nearly impossible for relic sites completely
not to be exploited. Archaeological work is a process,
its cycle is very long and it is not practical if we give
absolute priority to site preservation. Therefore, we
need make a culture heritage identification in the
initial phase of a project. In the west, ancient cities are
mostly stone, making historical sites easy to recognize.
But ancient Chinese cities are generally wood and
rammed earth structures, and many historical sites are
buried and unrecognizable. If historic clues are found
in the construction site, the construction work should
immediately stop and determine its nature, importance,
and approximate territory by archaeologist. If the
heritage value is high, construction work may need
to be relocated. Once damaged, historically sites are
difficult to repair.

At a regional level, cities need an overall
framework and approach to the protection of history
and culture. Cities are formed and shaped by their
histories, each period representing a node of time
that should be spatially reflected to in the current
urban fabric. Over the 800 year history of Beijing, it

has developed from the to the northeast — from the
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Great Song
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Yangzhou
(Source:
Wikipedia)
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Han to the Yuan Dynasty, the Xuanwu District was
the center of the city and Xicheng District was the
temporary Liao Dynasty imperial palace. The Great
Capital of Yuan Dynasty was to the northeast Zhongdu
of Jin Dynasty, while the capital of Ming and Qing
was inherited from Yuan Dynasty. The construction
of Beijing has been inherited from the city planning
philosophy developed during pre-Qin, Han, Wei, Tang
and Song dynasties. The urban fabric represents the
formation of a multi-ethnic and political unified country.
Despite this evidence of succession dynasties, Beijing
has not been a role model in cultural protection and
the recent construction damage has been very serious.
Furthermore, it is difficult to conduct archaeological
work as most high-rise buildings restrict access to buried
relics. Fortunately, the Ming and Qing Imperial Palace
in Beijing has been completely preserved, along with
some ruins walls of the Great Captical of Yuan Dynasty

and some small remains of Liao and Jin Dynasties.

How do we meet local demands for development and

construction while protecting historical sites?

LIU: In China, how many important historical sites

do we have like the Yin Dynasty Ruins? These sites

are valuable assets for the whole country, they are a
symbol of our history and culture. There is an attitude
that these sites are a burden on development, that they
somehow compromised the advancement of local
communities. The state should play a greater mediation
role, we should be establishing land exchanges and
addressing the specifics of migration and livelihood
issues. We cannot let a few local people bear a historic
role that the state and the nation are responsibly for
heritage conversation.

However, there are also some ideas that can be
enhanced by the development of local tourism. The
most popular tourist destinations are usually also
locations of natural and scenic beauty, rather than
stand alone cultural attractions. This is especially
true in regards to ancient ruins and tourist hotspots.
Alone, tourism does not bring many benefits,
although there are exceptions, such as the Terracotta
Warriors. However, the majority of “broken pot”
sites are difficult for general tourists to understand.
One challenge is that it is difficult to attract people’s
attention to these sites if the viewer does not
understand the relevant cultural history. In China there
is a need to improve the general awareness and respect

of our history.
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Looking from
the Ruins

of Liangzhu
Ancient City,

we can see

the village

next to the
ruins (Source:
Wikipedia).
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What effective ways can we adopt to exhibit historical

information so as to enhance public awareness of our

history?

LIU: The best method of display is in the environment
that the object was found. People best understand
cultural artifacts if they can see the associated
environment and landscape. For example, the dragon
throne in Taihe Palace of the Forbidden City is best-
understood in-situ to experience a sense of grandeur
and dignity. The way of displaying relics in museum
diminishes the historical information to some extent,
the relic pieces are shown as products in shopwindows.
For example, we can enjoy a piece of tile in a museum,
but without seeing its environment, we cannot
understand its function relative to the entire building.
Once an artifact is broken away from its original space,
it loses its authenticity. Therefore, we strongly advocate
for the construction of site museums that celebrate
artifacts remained in-situ.

There are a number of TV shows that have become a
window for ordinary people to understand the importance
of artifacts and archaeology — this is very good, but
enhance cultural awareness is a long process and we
cannot be anxious for success. For archaeologists, we
need to continue to work towards making our material
interesting and accessible to the public.

Ultimately what I want to say is this: we have
inherited the outstanding culture of the Chinese nation,
but that cultural history needs more material carriers.
Our ancient architectural monuments reflect our thinking
towards heaven, earth, and people. For example,
each gate of an ancient city has its own meaning
and connotation in aspects of its name, orientation,
function, etc. These characteristics of the Chinese
culture are becoming more and more difficult to see
in our modern cities, our awareness and knowledge
of history, culture, and social preservation needs
to be greatly improved. China needs a cultural

renaissance. LAF




