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Reconstruction of Saline Joniche Waterfront, Italy
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1. Using the industrial
footprints left behind
to recover a new
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Abstract ...

Saline Joniche is an 8 km long coastal area
in southern ltaly along the Messinastrait and
near the Etna volcano. Saline Joniche is a
rich landscape, but has suffered continuous
degradations as a result of industrial
activities. The time has arrived to restore a
healthy environmental balance and create a
renewed ecosystem. The goal of this project
is to transform Saline Joniche into a global
model for sustainable ecological restoration
and post-industrial use.
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Concept diagram

The fluid texture of the water will carve the landscape.

Bird's eye view of the site
Master plan
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Saline Joniche is an 8 km long coastal area
in southern Italy along the Messinastrait and
near the Etna volcano. Saline Joniche is a
rich landscape, but has suffered continuous

degradations as a result of industrial

activities. Today, the site is abandoned.
The age of uncontrolled economic growth
and industrialization is over. For too long,
Saline Joniche was a victim of short-term

productivity, without consideration for long-
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term risk and degradation.

The time has arrived to restore a healthy
environmental balance and create a renewed
ecosystem, an ecology capable of global

reference, productivity, and appeal. The
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developer’s goal, in this case the Reggio’s
Calabria Government, is to transform Saline
Joniche into a global model for sustainable
ecological restoration and post-industrial use.

The restoration of this post-industrial
landscape will focus on earth-moving projects
that rebuilt the existing saline ponds and
irrigation channels. Rather than diverting
runoff to the sea, it will circulate on site at
different rates with the hope that native flora
and fauna will grow in the water and reclaim
the area. The project maintains the industrial
ruins as part of the site history while restoring
the freshwater meadow landscape.

During this period of restoration human
imprints on the site must be kept — they are
reminders for future generations about the
one-sidedness of industrialization without
regard for natural surroundings. The site
will become a shifting landscape, a place
where people live in harmony with the
environment, adapting to the landscape. The

project recovers connections that have been

lost between people and nature, using the
industrial footprints left behind to recover a
new nature.

The proposal brings back the fluid texture
of the water carved landscape, weaving
together different forms of intent, including
flooded natural waterways, native flora, and
migrating fauna. As the new landscape grows
and changes, new species of vegetation and
wildlife will colonize the area. The factory
chimney, left on site as a reminder of the
industrial history, will become a new symtol
of hope, housing a system of solar energy
collectors that will be used a lighthouse for
the Messina Strait and nests for birds.

The “Officine di Grandiriparazioni”, an
100,000 m” abandoned train repair site will
be transformed into a soil recycling plant, a
nursery for reforestation, renewable energy
center, and a museum to the industrial history
of the region. The project broadens the idea
of the ruin by connecting two unexpected

examples of how human actions can develop

rich ecosystems — Pentedattilo, an abandoned
village from late 1800, and the “Laura C”,
a shipwreck near the coast that sank during
World War II.

We reunite ourselves with the past
through the management of the ruins. The
flooded landscapes that will fill the old
industrial structures will become a new home
for wildlife and vegetation. In the future,
the site could be used as a headquarters
for companies concerned with nature and

sustainability.
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8. New species of flora and fauna will colonize the area.
9.  The existing chimney will become a new symbol.

10. The nests for birds
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