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The PINCH:

Library and Community Center in Shuanghe Village, Yunnan
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Abstract ...
A new library and community center, nicknamed the PINCH, and built after the

Shuanghe Village was completely destroyed by an earthquake in 2012 demonstrates
the need for community spaces and participatory design in post-disaster landscapes.
As part of the rebuilding effort, the government built an open plaza, however it lacked
program or activity. In response, the PINCH provides direct access from the houses

to the public library and provides meeting spaces, play areas, and reading zones.
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Location: Shuanghe Village, Yunnan Province, China
Area (size): 80 m”

Architecture Design: The University of Hong Kong
Chief Designers: Olivier Ottevaere, John Lin

Project Manager: Crystal Kwan

Project Team: Ashley Hinchcliffe, Connie Cheng, Johnny

Cullinan, Jacky Huang

Cost ltem: CNY 130,000

Construction: Kunming Dianmuju Shangmao Company
Design Period: September, 2012 ~ April, 2014
Completion Time: April, 2014
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The structure itself rises to a peak.
, 6. Children can play on the roof.
The interior of the library
Night view from play court
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The PINCH is a library and community
center in Shuanghe Village, Yunnan Province,
China built as part of a government led
reconstruction effort after an earthquake in
September 2012 destroyed the majority of

village houses. As part of the reconstruction,

the government built new concrete and brick
houses and a large central plaza.

The University of Hong Kong sponsored
the design and implementation of the new

library. Early in the process, the project

architect decided a joint library and

community center at the heart of the village
would be an effective way to rebuild the
sense of community lost after the earthquake.
Located in the new public plaza, the library
would help enliven the community by

providing a local meeting area, playground,
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and reading zone, while serving as the
location for a memorial to the earthquake. The
library abuts a 4 m high retaining wall and
the structure spans the grade change, bridging
the rebuilt village and the new memorial
plaza. Emphasizing the location in a remote
mountain valley, the design responds visually
to the valley section, offering stunning views
across a dramatic double curved roof. The
structure itself rises to a peak, a monument to
the earthquake and rebuilding effort.

The construction process involved
collaboration with a local timber-
manufacturing factory, resulting in the
development of a surprisingly diverse, but
simple, range of forms. A series of trusses

is anchored between the upper road level

and lower plaza level, and the form of each
trusses slopes to create an incline that brings
people through the site before pitching
upwards towards the roof. The trusses are
covered in aluminium waterproofing and
timber decking, and inside extend downward
to support floating bookshelves. Inside the
library, simple traditional school benches are
used as chairs. At the entrance, polycarbonate
doors open to extend out towards the plaza.
Prior to the earthquake, the village houses
were built of traditional mud bricks and timber
roof structures, however post-earthquake,
many of the same materials were deemed
unsafe and unequivocally replaced by the
generic three stories cast-in-place reinforced

concrete houses. However, with construction

of the library the architect’s sought to prove

the flexible and usefulness of contemporary
timber structures in remote areas of China,
while utilizing local craftsmanship and simple
technologies to engage and strengthen the

community.
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9.  The elevation of the labrary

10. Sections between every two adjacent trusses.

11.  Construction diagram

12. Installation of first truss onto the retaining wall

13. Construction of trusses, aluminum waterproofing and
decking.
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