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Landscape Design of the Gu’an Planning Exhibition Hall, Hebei
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Abstract ...

The design of Gu’an’s new Planning Exhibition Hall showcases the region’s
historic culture and urban texture. As Gu’an is known as the town of
wickerwork, the architecture imitates the traditional weaving texture, while
the landscape continues the architectural lines. The paving design knits

the architecture and environment together, highlighting the uniqueness of

Gu’an’s historical culture.
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Location: Gu’an, Hebei Province

Area (size): 29,000 m”

Client: China Fortune Land Development Co., Ltd.
Architecture Design: WSP ARCHITECTS

Chief Designer: Gang Wu

Project Team: Lina Wang, Yujie Li

Design Period: July, 2011

Construction Period: October, 2011

Completion Time: May, 2012
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1. The turfed slope with lamp pools, with specimen tree
planting, on both sides of the building, giving scale to the
architectural design.
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@ N\OK# Water Square
@ FHEEIF Turfed Slope

© BEWE Ginkgo Grove
@ #M#EB%  Cherry Courtyard

© %A Wisteria Pavilion
0O =%51B%1% Eco-parking
@ FEKEE Atrium Water Pool

©® & Bamboo Garden
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¥"Site plan
The new landscape architecture of the area

creating a consistent style:

®@e060

S35 Lotus Courtyard

WIKBHR 4% Rainwater Fountain Square
JLERE Children Playground

#%## Poplar Grove

@® ik Persimmon Grove
@ kiR Oriental Plane Grove
@ #EAK Flowering Shrubs
@ TR Sunken Courtyard
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Water Square: the design of still water brings a strong
sense of rite to the entire space.

Turfed Slope: the pavement extends to the side of turfed
slopes.
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1 Site Context

Gu’an is located at the southernmost
part of Beijing, 50 km south of Tian’anmen
Square and across the Yongding River from
Daxing District. The site is at the core of the

Gu’an central city. Jinxiu Road borders it to

the north, State Road 106 to the west, and
Chuangxin Road to the south.

2 Design Principles
(1) Creating an intelligent design that

brings people to a place of spiritual intention

and reflection.

(2) Employing ecological approaches to
adjust the design to meet the climatic needs of
the surrounding environment and reduce the
urban-heat-island effect.

(3) Considering the history heritages and
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The lamp pools of turfed slopes
Ginkgo Grove

Cherry Courtyard

the future needs of the site using modern

design.

3 Concept

As Gu’an is known as the town of
wickerwork, the architecture imitates this
historic weaving texture. The new landscape
architecture of the area respects this
historic precedent and the simplicity of the
architectural lines. Through a detailed paving
pattern, the landscape knits the architecture
and environment together.

We hope the new space will provide
residents in the surrounding neighborhoods
with an urban living room that supports
various functions such as sharing spaces,
gathering areas, and room for recreation,
exhibition and education — activities that will
improve people’s lives in a real sense. During
the design phase we needed to consider both
the scale of the city and smallness of the
landscape in order to make the project’s goals

a reality.

4 Planting Design

Native plants are favored as the chosen
plant materials. When these plants are
arranged at different levels, the plants’

color, scent, and microclimate needs are

considered within the design. The planting
design changes through the seasons, avoiding
a tedious landscape. Meanwhile, the water
and plant design reduces the effects of noise,
dust, and exhaust pollution. Furthermore, it
reduces the urban-heat-island effect, creating
both a functional and comfortable ecological

environment for the surrounding community.

5 Creating Spaces

The project uses road grids to connect the
landscape:

(1) Water Square: This central square
functions as a place of entrance and
exhibition. The design of still water brings a
strong sense of rite to the entire space. The
pavement design and lighting-brick responds
to the architectural facades and ties the design
style together. The tree pools light on both
sides of the water body, giving scale to the
architectural design.

(2) Ginkgo Grove: The ginkgo grove,
planted on both sides of the square, defines
the space and gives a ceremonial and ritual
sense to the square. A stepping-stone path
brings visitors from the square into the woods.
The golden yellow leaves of the fall ginkgo,
combined with the path of the lawn, is very

inviting and attractive in autumn.
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(3) Cherry Courtyard: The water
landscape is enclosed by walls and takes the
plantings of cherry trees as its main feature. In
March, the newly blossomed cherry flowers
create a magical landscape of falling petals.

(4) Wisteria Pavilion: This courtyard is
formed by plantings of wisteria. When the
wisteria blooms in April, benches are placed
in the courtyard for people to enjoy the
beautiful and sweet smelling landscape.

(5) Lotus Courtyard: This final courtyard
is filled with water lilies and enclosed by
bamboo, presenting a quiet space good for

mediation.
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10, 11. Lotus Courtyard: this final courtyard is filled with
water lilies and enclosed by bamboo, presenting a
quiet space good for mediation.

12. Details of the pavement




