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Abstract ...
The Green Loop is sal for a network of ten
waterfront composting hubs in New York City. Each
proposed Green Loop hub would consist of a composting
facility at street level and an elevated public park on top,
large enough to accommodate a range of activities from
ardens, ¢
in the winter. Ne rk City has
space per person than almost every other major city in the
US. The Green Loop network alleviates two major urban

: organic te management and lack of green
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1. Aerial view of a Green Loop composting
hub on the Hudson River with a elevated

mpark. © PRESENT Architecture
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2. The Green Loop is a proposal for a network of 10
waterfront composting hubs in New York City.
© PRESENT Architecture

3. Diagram of Green Loop hub © PRESENT Architecture
Composting facility diagram: trucks deliver waste a short
distance to borough composting hubs, with barges and
rail transporting finished compost product away.
© PRESENT Architecture

5.  The facilities will process NYC's organic waste, which is
roughly 40% of our residential waste stream.
© PRESENT Architecture
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New York City produces over 14 million tons
of trash each year, equal to approximately
the volume of 39 Empire State Buildings.
Much of this trash is transported to out-
of-state landfills where it decomposes,
producing methane, a potent greenhouse
gas that contributes to climate change. In
a typical year, NYC spends more than 300
million US dollars to transport its trash out
of the city, emitting additional greenhouse
gases, car traffic, and noise pollution. Much
of the household waste collected in NYC can
be captured and processed locally through
composting. While the best solution to waste
is reduction, composting is a clean and
achievable method for dealing with organic
waste.

The Green Loop is a network of ten

waterfront composting parks that will
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process New York’s organic waste. Each
Green Loop hub will have a street-level
composting facility combined with an
elevated public park, adding much needed
green space to the city’s park system. At
twelve acres, each Green Loop hub will be
large enough to accommodate a diverse range
of activities from educational programming,
neighbourhood gardens to winter cross-
country skiing. The Green Loop system will
add much needed green space to New York’s
urban fabric and help reduce the amount of
waste transported out of the city.

Locating a network of Green Loops
along New York City’s 837 km waterfront
should address the following three important
planning issues. First, it links into the city’s
existing transportation infrastructure. Trucks

deliver organic waste in a short distance to

a local Green Loop composting hub, then
barges and rail transport compost product
out of the city. Next, it addresses “borough
equity” by distributing organic waste
management across all five boroughs. A
Green Loop hub in each borough will ensure
that every borough takes on responsibility
for waste process, rather than sending the
entire city’s trash to one or two over-burdened
boroughs. Lastly is the location. New York
City needs more open space and as part of the
Vision 2020: Comprehensive Waterfront Plan,
the city is steadily seeking to improve access
to the waterfront through parks, esplanades,
and bike paths. A network of Green Loops
connects to the City’s developing shoreline,
providing a truly and unique way to
experience the waterfront.

The proposal is a network of composting
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parks that will process 40 percent of the
residential waste stream, while adding 0.5 km? of
public parkland across the city. The proposal
would drastically reduce the distance, cost,
and energy consumption of long-distance
waste transportation, decreasing traffic, noise,
and pollution. Other benefits include safer
streets, cleaner air, and fewer greenhouse
gas emissions. This new type of urban park
would also create a market for nutrient-rich
compost that could be coupled with NYC’s
pilot curbside composting program. The
Green Loop would help make a cleaner NYC

a reality for everyone.

NOTE

For more information please visit www.presentarchitecture.com.
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The facility has an elevated public park on top that is

large enough to accommodate anything from educational
facilities and neighborhood gardens to cross-country
skiing in the winter. © PRESENT Architecture

Elevated park perspective. New York City has less open
space per person than almost every major city in the
country, and the Green Loop alleviates two major urban
problems at once. © PRESENT Architecture

Nightscape of Green Loop. New York City is already
piloting a curbside composting program, so Green Loop
will soon be a reality. © PRESENT Architecture
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