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Abstract ...

The Dali Stone Mountain Resort in Yunnan sits between the old city of Dali and
the new city of Xiaguan, with the Cangshan Mountain on one side and the Erhai
Lake on the other. The design team reshaped the landscape by improving the
infrastructure and support facilities, preservation of the natural environment, and

highlighting local cultural and architectural characteristics. A tourist destination

was created by integrating residence, hotel and commerce facilities.
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Location: Dali Bai Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan
Province, China

Total Area (size): 44.7 hm®

Building Area: 39.4 hm?

Client: Yunnan Shiner Group

Architecture Design: WSP ARCHITECTS

Project Team: Ling Chen, Lubo Sui, Ying Sun, Keming Qu,
Hanze Peng, Yuan Zhou, De Miao, Hao Xu, etc.

Design Period: 2011

Completion Time: 2013 (Phase )
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1. The local stone materials add the natural aesthetic.
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Townhouse Resort Area
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Site plan

The view from the platform of the club towards the Erhai
Lake

Curved roofs are regarded as a feature in the design
plan.

Section diagram

—

S

sa211981d JRUIBLIO




120

Volume 2 / Issue 2 / April 2014

Design Narrative

The Dali Stone Mountain Resort sits at the
base of the Gantong Temple and Qili Bridge,
between the old city of Dali and the new city
in Xiaguan, with the Cangshan Mountain
at the rear and the Erhai Lake at the front.
The topography declines from west to east,
along the Haixi-Cangshan slope, an area
that is strictly protected by Dali municipal
government. The eastern side of the site
is located 300 meters away from the 214
National Highway. To the west is the national
Cangshan Geological Park. The southwestern
side of the site is occupied by a primitive
Bai village settlement. To the north, the
Xingantong road leads to the Cangshan
Geological Park. The objective of the Dali
Stone Mountain Resort is to create a tourist

destination with integrated living, vacation,

and commercial facilities.

The Challenges and Needed Planning

(1) Refinement of Infrastructure and
Supporting Amenities

The project site has unique natural
resources located in a breath-taking
landscape. Surrounded by Bai villages, the
site atmosphere is defined by local ethnic
customs. However, the existing infrastructure
has become defective due to its distance from
Dali City.

The site is linked to the Cangshan
Geological Park by the 214 National Highway
and the Xingantong Road. A 20,000 square
meter tourist feature with new streets and a
boutique hotel is located at the 24 Highway
in order to provide rest and shopping services

for visitors. Supermarkets, convenient stores,

restaurants and entertainment facilities
provide for daily needs, filling a much-needed
void of support services. Near the Xingantong
Road, a five star hotel will become the core
of the project area. As the signature building,
the 80,000 square meter hotel house both
apartments and vacation rentals. Several hotel
complexes have been designed around the
Xingantong Road, which has been zoned as
villa living area and townhouse resort area.
Between the main road and the commercial
and hotel areas is a steel-structure club
and property management center that, with
a total area of 2,000 m?, serves the villa
and townhouse areas. The entire project is
public, but separation between public and
private needs is realized through independent
management of the commercial and hotel
areas.

(2) Protection of the Original Environment
and the Rebirth of the Natural Landscape

The tourist highlights of Dali are its
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gorgeous landscape, agreeable climate, and
unique Bai culture. However, continued large-
scale development and construction are bound
to affect the original environment. Therefore,
balance is needed between presenting the
existing scenery to visitors while preserving
the existing landscape of the site to achieve
a goal of landscape rebirth that maintains
the existing Bai villages and enhances the
community. By introducing a structure for
additional villages, the new owners will adjust

their designs for future market conditions.

Through the combination of different housing
types, diverse complex forms can also be
formed, cost and time of the construction can
be saved as well.

One of the design highlights is the
management of filling and cutting. This
affects not only funds for future development,
but also the local water, soil conservation,
and environmental evaluation. The average
slope on site is 10 percent, with the largest
longitudinal slope difference being 10 meters.

The site plan uses a terrace form to create four

rows of townhouses that navigate the slope.
The townhouses are positioned either upward
or downward along the slope, a treatment that
minimizes shifting the existing topography
and allowing all residents to enjoy the
view.

There is heavy wind on site and therefore
local residents have historically built their
houses against the mountain in an east-west
direction to be sheltered from the wind while
still allowing for maximum views. For the

small number of buildings with a north-
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south layout, they are well organized with
a traditional village ambience. Ring-shaped
streets increase privacy while allowing access
to individual houses.

Traditional streets are differentiated from
typical housing in cities through a curved
street network. Generous open space allows
for interaction between neighbors.

The architecture is integrated with the
landscape through materials and colors, while
still maintaining an individual aesthetic.
Planted areas separate the buildings from the
roads, and the areas between the buildings
are reserved for recreation and public space.
In such an environment, the architecture and
landscape is linked in a way that complements
and enhances one another. The rebirth of
landscape is achieved through a sensitive
reference to traditional culture in the context
of new, urban architecture.

(3) Architecture Highlights Local
Conditions

The designers also faced challenges with
the architecture, specifically how to balance
a need for function and aesthetics while still
complimenting and honoring traditional and
local practices. Local culture and traditional
materials are expressed through the material
and color choices. The architectural design of
the new residential areas adopts the curved
roof, made of stone slate, of the traditional
Dali houses, representing an ethereal cloud
over the mountains. Textured, light gray
horizontal walls, made with local stone, break
the rigidness of the facade, bringing a lively
and graceful look to the buildings. The rough
walls generate a visual affect that blends with
the surrounding landscape. A wide overhang
at the entrance offers protection from the rain
and the entrance introduces a traditional grid-
style of stone walls and courtyard plantings.
Outside the building, materials are irregularly
piled to create fencing.

This absorption of local materials

generates a natural aesthetic that blends with

the environment. Furthermore, money and
time of the construction were saved by using
readily available materials by local suppliers.
Overall, the combination of warm-colored
and gray stones generates an ambience of
affinity, harmonizing with local dwellings and
enabling an integration of architecture into
the land.

Abundant local sunshine allows for
an integration of solar energy, providing

hot water around the year. Moreover,

modular architecture makes the design
and construction more systematic and

scientific.
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10. Warm colored and gray stones harmonizes with local
dwellings and enables an integration of traditional
architectures.

11. View of inner courtyard of the townhouse resort area
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