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1. In"The Beginning of Spring" garden, one white and one
red plum trees are planted to display the awakening of

2 spring.

2. Site plan

3. Dandelions are planted in small pockets in "Awakening 101

BNt BAKRZET Location: Tokyo, Japan of Insects" garden. © &3

HEEE: 2.80hm? Area (size): 2.89 hm’ 4. Sa}(ural were planted on both sides of the steps in
"Qingming” garden. © &k

MBZEE: =HA ST Client: Mitsui Fudosan Residential 5-1. The Japanese wisterias gallery frame in "Full Grain"
=|Migit: Earthscape=MiRitHESH Landscape Architecture: Earthscape garden

PEINES / TU986.2 BERiITIH: Eiki Danzuka Chief Designer: Eiki Danzuka 5-2. Waka related to wisteria is engraved on the ground.
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24 Solar Term Gardens
— The Landscape Design of the Park City Toyosu Community, Japan

Earthscape=Wigit==5r HE - Abstract ...
/ Earthscape AT S RME—FPETHTN, BPITSE 24 solar terms display the seasonal changes throughout a year. The solar cycle

BEBRBFN—NT =, BEENNRIIEMHFL is composed of 24 points on the traditional East Asian lunar calendar, which
FEZNERAUR . AMEKIE24TH SR T 2449 correspond to particular astronomical events or signifying natural phenomenon.
218 Edited by / #5588 Xianming TU MM, FESENTE. In this project, we created 24 private gardens according to the 24 solar terms.
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The traditions and aesthetics of Japanese
culture have developed because of the unique
climate and four distinct seasons of Japan.
For this project, the landscape design of the
Park City Toyosu Community, solar terms
were the primary concept. Each solar term
lasts approximately 15 days and is based on
a system of 24 seasons in a year beginning at
Setsubun®, end at the traditional winter. The
solar cycle is composed of 24 points on the

traditional East Asian lunar calendar, which

correspond to particular astronomical events
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signifying natural phenomenon. In times
when the lunar calendar was used, solar terms
were considered indicators for the essence
of the seasons. Aiming to create a landscape
that could be used, rather than just seen, we
created 24 private gardens according to the 24
solar terms. We will highlight the features of
several to give a broad sense of the garden as
a whole.

“The Beginning of Spring” is the first of
24 solar terms representing the first day of

spring. After this time, signs of spring start to

show. In this garden, one white and one red

plum tree (Prunus mume) is planted to display
the awakening of spring.

The “Awakening of Insects” usually
begins around March 6, when the weather
is beginning to warm and dormant insects
start waking up. Dandelions (Taxacum
mongolicum) are planted in small pockets in

this garden.
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6. In "Summer Solstice" garden, black and white benches
represent night and day.

7-1. The "Great Heat" garden is centered on a water stage

7-2. The date of the Great Heat is engraved at the edge of
the water stage.

8-1. "The Beginning of Autumn" garden

8-2. The data of “The Beginning of Autumn” is engraved at
the bottom of the pool.

9.  "White Dew" garden
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The “Qingming” term occurs around
April 5. At this time, the weather is mild and
sunny with cherry trees (Prunus serrulata) in
full bloom. The petals are scattered on the
water by the spring wind.

The “Full Grain” term is the beginning
of the agricultural season, the grain is
fully plump and everything has growing to
maturity. This garden celebrates the Japanese
wisterias (Wisteria floribunda) in bloom.
Old Japanese poems — Waka® — related to

wisteria are engraved on the ground.

The “Summer Solstice” is the longest day
and shortest night of the year. In this garden,
black and white benches represent night and
day, with varying proportions of black to
white to express the change between day and
night.

The “Great Heat” occurs at the height
of summer, around July 23. The garden is
centered on a water stage where zephyranthes
(Zephyranthes candida) are in bloom and
dates of the Great Heat are engraved. Words

related to summer, such as sunflowers and

sandals, are also engraved at the bottom of the
stage.

In “The Beginning of Autumn” garden,
steps lead gradually into a pool where
submerged lighting guide people toward the
water, allowing them to inadvertently touch
the cool water. The date for the beginning of
fall, 0808, is engraved at the bottom of the
pool.

In Japan, lycoris (Lycoris radiata) are
gorgeous during the “White Dew” season.

The lycoris flower represents the memories
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of beloved ones in heaven. There is a long
pedestrian walk in the White Dew garden
symbolizing the connection between heaven
and earth.

A sweet-scented osmanthus tree
(Osmanthus fragans) will bloom in “Clod
Dew”, the flowers are very subtle but the
fragrance is strong. In this garden, we plant
the sweet-scented osmanthus tree behind a
wall. The fragrance could attract people walk
to the tree, and peep it through the gap of the
wall.

The “Minor Snow” is usually the first
snow and the end of fall. Ginkgo (Ginkgo
biloba) and maple trees (Acer palmatum) are
planted in this garden. As their red and yellow

leaves fall, the white canvas of the ground

begins to draw an abstract picture, indented
by the pattern of leaves. The date of the Minor
Snow is also engraved in the ground.

Finally, the “Major Snow” symbolizes
heavy snow and frozen rivers and lakes. A
white garden with a background of the red
nandina (Nandina domestica) fruit waits

quietly for the snow.

NOTES

@  InJapan setsubun is the day before “The Beginning of Spring” .
2  Waka is a type of poetry in traditional Japanese literature.
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10. A sweet-scented osmanthus tree hidden by the wall

11.  "Minor Snow" garden

12. Snowflake pavement makes a sense of snowfield in
"Major Snow" garden.
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