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Lichtung is an installation built along a narrow
pathway of 400 m in the alluvial forest of Ingolstadt,
Germany. It aims to immerse residents into the haptic
qualities of the Danube River. Lichtung is the German
word for “clearing”, and derives from light (licht); it is a
space of disclosure, appearance, and reverberation.

Ephemeral Installation; Atmosphere; Alluvial; Clearing;
Micro-climates
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Location: Ingolstadt, Germany

Area (length): 400 m

Client: City of Ingolstadt

Landscape Architecture: OFICINAA

Project Team: Alexander Hausler, Silvia Benedito, Emily
Schlickman, Marissa Angell, Dima Schledowitz, Marcus
Eichermdiller

Implemented Time: July, 2013
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1. Heightened atmosphere. Fabricated mist cloud in
clearing. © Jann Averwerser

2. Site plan. Seven clearings intersect the installation
pathway, offering space for reflection. © OFICINAA

3. Grid concept. It illustrates the superimposition of a
rational grid onto the existing floodplain forest.
© OFICINAA
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Things show up in the light of our under-
standing of being.
— Hubert Dreyfus

Lichtung is an ephemeral installation
located in the floodplain forest of Ingolstadt,
Germany. Here, the headwaters of the Danube
River flow eastward, bisecting the medieval
town into two. Despite this proximity,
residents rarely access its banks as barriers
in the form of flood-control infrastructure,
transportation corridors and overgrown
vegetation inhibit interaction. Lichtung serves
as the first step in a larger design concept
developed by OFICINAA to re-link the city
with its river. The name of the installation
was inspired by Martin Heidegger’s use of
the term: Lichtung describes the space in
which something appears to oneself, while
revealing something in oneself as of being-
in-the-world.

The installation, implemented in July of
2013, sits along an existing but underused
floodplain pathway. At the core of the
project is a series of horizontal and vertical
“clearings”. Rectilinear plots, formed from
a superimposed grid, stretch from the dike
to the water’s edge, creating surfaces to be
scraped. The subsequent reveal of substrate
alters one’s perception of the site as subtle
changes in atmospheric subjects of the alluvial
forest — light, humidity, temperature, scent
and sound — are amplified along the river
pathway. Here there are 7 clearings, inside of
which, the varying atmospheric elements are
revealed according to a number of parameters
including: time of the day, shade intensity,
humidity gradients and walking pace. The
clearings invite the subject to slow down
and to contemplate the heightened sensory
landscape of the floodplain while offering
new views of the river, enticing the subject
back to its banks.

Inside of each forest clearing lies a large-

scale bench, providing the subject with an
opportunity to sit or lie-down comfortably
while experiencing the changes of the
alluvial forest atmosphere. Carefully crafted
from hand-sculpted molds, the finished
benches resemble tree stumps, alluding

to the primordial Bavarian forest. While
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Test clearing. One meter by one meter test plot for
substrate reveal. © OFICINAA

Lichtung site 02. Golden stump emerges in the forest
clearing. © OFICINAA

Tree markers. Painted tree trunks mark the height of
the nearby dike. © OFICINAA
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inspired by natural forms, the benches
are intentionally distinguished from their
surroundings through an exaggerated size
and golden hue. In the end, they become
a series of refined and uncanny artifacts
= nestled within the wild landscape of the
Danubian floodplain.
/\lJ i B
° Beyond the benches and clearings lies a
SK field of yellow painted tree trunks, marking
53 the height of a nearby dike — constructed . LA '. 1". . . he o .'. ° : :
L
to protect the eastern neighborhoods of . .e 'i". . ? ‘. ReQVe "
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Ingolstadt from seasonal flooding. This field ri
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of markers serves as the southern gateway
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of the project. At the northern end of the U ﬂ' 1'_
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river pathway lies another field of markers @
as well as a curated scent cabinet contained
within a decommissioned gauge station.
Inside of the cabinet, ten perfume bottles and
specimens hang from the ceiling, inviting
visitors to smell the various ephemeral a sensory map of the site lines the walls of 8. AMRE. BETARMLNFEMEBERET,
© Jann Averwerser
smells of the floodplain. Included in the the cabinet. This map, created with gathered 9. RBLE, HibthtEE. TR, EERAESKIERL
L . . FAEXSKME T ( HAIMAFL10M X 10m )
collection is a perfume made from the river data on humidity, temperature, sound and © OFICINAA
94 . wr s . . . . 8. Scent cabinet. Suspended from above, the essences
water itself, “L’eau de Donau”, packaged wind speed, visualizes a snapshot of the float in the scent cabinet. © Jann Averwerser
in individual glass vials for distribution sensorial subtleties located in the forest to be 9. Sensory map. Humidity, temperature, sound and wind
speed data registered from the site (10 m X 10 m grid)
amongst the visitors. Behind the essences, discovered by transient users. © OFICINAA
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