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ABSTRACT

The City of Hartford's park system has a rich legacy of park
design, and comprises abundant acreage of urban parks,
ranging from small pocket parks to large parks that are a
regional attraction. Yet this abundance is also a challenge.
Sasaki's Capital City Parks Plan aims to renew the park
system’s legacy, creating a fiscally and environmentally
sustainable park system for the 21st century and beyond.
Addressing key issues of maintenance and safety, the project
identifies opportunities for revenue generation and strategic
partnerships with schools, neighborhoods, and businesses, to
improve the environmental health of the city’s natural assets,
the physical and mental health of its residents, and the fiscal
health of the park system as a whole.
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6. Toenhance
connectivity, the plan
provides for improved
ecological connections
along the Connecticut
and Park Rivers.

7. Park perception heat
map from MyHartford.
The master plan
accounts the comments
into the consideration.

8.  Connectivity feedback
from MyHartford

The City of Hartford's park system has all
the ingredients to become world class.The
system has a rich legacy of park design,
and comprises abundant acreage of urban
parks, ranging from pocket parks to large
parks that are regional attractions. Yet this
abundance is also an obstacle.

Recent economic challenges have
brought increasing difficulty for maintaining
the system’s vast acreage and highly utilized
fields, for projecting a sense of safety to
citizens, and for ensuring transparent
communication of park offerings and events

to the diverse community. The 2014 Capital
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[Keney Park] has a
reputation of being unsafe.

Elizabeth] is a great park.

Mostly because people think

it’s a great park.
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City Parks Plan, proposed and developed by
Sasaki, seeks to reposition the parks system
as the connected network of high quality,
diverse parks that was always envisioned,
seeking ways to connect the parks and
city, prioritize investments, and reduce
maintenance burdens.

The plan provides tools to help the
city and the community nurture their park
system over the coming decades. While the
plan recommends physical design ideas,
it gives equal value to strategies to foster
partnerships and stewards of the system,
generate revenue, and govern and sustain

the plan and parks system — all with the
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goal of achieving more successes with
constrained resources. The responsibility
for taking care of the system belongs to both
the city departments and the community.
The plan integrates all roles, in hopes that
the Capital City Parks System can change
existing patterns so that all are meaningful
participants in the creation of a park system
that honors its legacy and is safe, well-
maintained, better connected, and accessible
to all.

To enhance connectivity, the plan
provides for improved ecological connections
along the Connecticut and Park Rivers,
as well as a citywide initiative to improve
walking and bicycling links around the
city and between parks. Through these
strategies, the plan seeks to improve the
environmental health of the city’s natural
assets, the physical health of its residents,
and the fiscal health of the park system as a
whole.

MyHartford, an online survey that
consists of a brief set of questions and an

interactive map, invites citizens to participate
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Citizens participated in the
evaluation process of the
master and detailed plan.

CAPITAL CITY PARKS. GO EXPLORE.

HARTFORD
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in the planning process and informs the
planners as they envision the next generation
of open space, recreation, and connectivity
improvements in Hartford. A Capital City
parks manual includes a 10 year action-plan,
park concept plans, partnership matrix,
governance recommendations, connectivity
system map and phasing strategy, revenue
generation opportunities, and furnishing
guidelines and mobility standards. The
graphic design of the manual is intended to

raise the visibility and community interest in
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the parks system, helping everyone to better
understand the resources available.

Sasaki's Capital City Parks Plan aims
to renew the park system’s legacy, creating
a fiscally and environmentally sustainable
park system for the 21st century and beyond.
Addressing key issues of maintenance and
safety, the project identifies opportunities
for revenue generation and strategic
partnerships with schools, neighborhoods,

and businesses. LAF
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You
ARE HERE. \
HARTFORD PARKS

RENEW THE LEGACY

Hartford owes its ample park acreage
and promise for the future to a history
of valuing urban open space. This

changes will pro
Parks system's rich
future improvements renew historic
elements and complete connections as
originally envisioned.

HEART YOUR PARKS
Improving Hartfords parks requires.
4 team offort. Many partners and
stewards, beyond the city, exist today
and are needed to sustain the system
‘amid constrained resources. Existing
‘patterns in parks must also change so

that everyone helps create, support, and

care for a clean healthy parks system.

SAY HELLO
Many of the special moments in
Hartford's parks remain hidden to
most park visitors. There s & need to.
share the positive stories, rich history,
‘and memorable places, Using the map.
‘on the back take the time to visit the
‘parks, explore the 2,000 acres of open
apace and share your experiences.
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10,11. Capital City parks manual
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