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Abstract ...

The Western Sydney Parklands Trust engaged McGregor Coxall to revitalize and
extend the facilities of Lizrard Log Parklands (formerly known as Pimelea). This
included an upgrade and extension to the existing toilet blocks, BBQ and picnic
facilities, redevelopment of the children’s play area, the development of an events
space and an access bridge along with the construction of a significant new car
park. A sensitive response to the rural nature of the site, underpinned by a strong
sustainable strategy, drove the site’s redesign. Power for the site is generated by
solar panels, toilet flushing utilizes dam water, all grey water is reused for irrigation
and recycled materials are used where possible. The play area extends this
concept by introducing recycled water through a children’s play pump and water

course system within a unique play experience that both excites and delights.
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1. WEEEMEAESEE © Simon Wood
1.  Aerial view of Lizard Log Park © Simon Wood
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6.  SPHRAREL T DR=ENER, EAKEHAA
GRS, © Simon Wood
The site plan © McGregor Coxall

3~5. The paths define the different areas of the park and form
an interconnected road system. Picnic pods (Fig. 3),
amenities block (Fig. 4), and bioswale (Fig. 5). © Simon
Wood

6. Trees in the site play a role in separating space. It shows
the entry bridge and seating of the events area. © Simon
Wood
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At over 5,280 hectares amid a dense suburban
setting the Western Sydney Parklands are the
biggest and newest parklands in Sydney. A
section of these parklands retraces the legacy
of the 2000 Olympics cross country horse trail
event site called, “Pimelea”. Lizard Log Park
was the first built project of a new progressive
agency, the Western Sydney Parklands
Trust, and as such it needed to define the
goals and objectives for the parklands as a
whole. Key concepts expressed through the
redesign respond to the rural nature of the site
underpinned by a strong sustainable strategy.
The project scope included an upgrade and
extension to the existing toilet blocks, BBQ
and picnic facilities, redevelopment of the
children’s play area, and development of an
event space and access bridge along with the
construction of a significant new car park.
The project also had to deliver a high-
end environmental outcome that reflected the
Trust’s agenda of making each project within

the park as self-sustaining as possible. This

included an embodied energy strategy through
material reuse, solar powered facilities, grey-
water irrigation and onsite water storage and
reuse. In addition, the Trust required a robust
value for money project. The final design
delivered a project that not only met but also
exceeded these requirements.

Lizard Log Park is considered as a self-
sustaining approach to regional public
parklands by integrating both infrastructure
and aesthetics with the surrounding landscape.
The infrastructure of these parklands is
considered as a system that combines
sustainable reuse strategies with education,
and social orientated design along side
usability and durability. This objective can be
seen across all design elements, from swale
filtration systems to custom play structures.

The design offers a modern-day take on
bush and water scarcity within a regional
Australian environment. The car park is based
on a “no pipe” ecological filtering system,

where ground water flow bypasses the

traditional pit and pipe system, and is directed
to an open wetland swale that captures and
cleans the water before discharging into the
site dam for reuse. This strategy celebrates
the ephemeral rain events allowing visitors to
understand the water flows and organization
embedded in the park’s design. At a finer
grain level, wheel stops in the car park
become waterspouts releasing water from one
level of the car park into the lower level and
its wetland system.

The paths subtly define play areas centred
around the watercourse infrastructure. These
interactive water pumps adds aesthetic value
to the creek bed. The playground is also
carefully sited within an existing stand of
trees in order to utilise their shading quality.
Sand, rather than play matting, is a safety
surface, a more natural and given material
in this landscape. Dead trees from the site
have been felled and crafted into sinuous
interpretive elements that encourage creative

play and a tactile experience for all-age
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children. Furthermore, responses from the
physically and mentally challenged youths
and their carers have highlighted the need for
more of these types of play experiences across
Sydney.

Heralding the use of concrete across
multiple applications the park focuses on
developing a structural layout that works
closely with the existing rolling contours
of the site and communicates the issue of
water scarcity historically associated with
the region. Pathway formations weave
together to form paths that interconnect to
provide an engaging movement system for
both pedestrians and cyclists. All elements
of bridges, barbeques and playgrounds were
sited to ensure both visual and physical
connectivity whilst still allowing each to have
their own sense of place, nestling or folding
into the landscape. These outcomes were

further developed through a typographically

7~9. BRBHEERADFIERFBUIE, © Simon Wood

10. HEARBIN LA EFhTER DG INZ A B, © Simon
Wood

7~9. Sand is used as the safety surface in the playground.
© Simon Wood

10. Dead trees from the site have been crafted into various
elements to enhance children's play experiences on the
site. © Simon Wood
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guided planting structure of endemic grasses
and trees, which define and shade the spaces.
Along side the use of a simple pallet of
materials has produced a park that, despite its
size and number of facilities, sits comfortably
within the ecological and topographical
environment.

Further across the site a precast concrete
bridge offers a contemporary take on the sites
farming history by reinterpreting the form of
old water troughs as a sculptural and structural
asset. The structural capabilities of the bridge
open access to a large oval event space with
toilets and all weather educational / function
facilities capable of holding large-scale

community events with economic return.

All power for site lighting and barbeques is
generated from solar panels located on the
specifically designed roof profile of the toilet
blocks. Toilet flushing facilities utilise site
dam water which is fed into a header tank via
a sand filter, the water is then gravity-fed into
the facilities. This process also incorporates
a drip system for irrigating the lower planted
slope of the site.

These sustainable concepts are designed
to be used as communal hand basins at the
entry to the toilet blocks by feeding used
water directly into garden beds below; excess
water is then stored in a grey-water system.
The response from park users has been

overwhelmingly positive; prior to its official

opening by the New South Whales Premier,
Kristina Keneally in November 2010, a
competition was held with the local school
children to rename the park — Lizard Log
Park. The final stages of the park were open
to the public in 2012. LAF

11~13. AT ENELMRXKATFNNKE . © Simon
Wood

14. HRESLZ PR RTE
© Simon Wood

11~13. Alarge event space for supporting various community
celebrations. © Simon Wood

14. Aviewing deck — the precast concrete bridge nestled
among the site. © Simon Wood
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