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Abstract ...

As an environmental landscape planning and design firm that has a history

over 50 years, EDSA has been widely recognized for their unparalleled
creativity in large-scale comprehensive develoment project, tourism
and resort project, residential project, municipal project, and park and
recreation projects. In this interview, B. Scott LaMont, the principal of
EDSA, reviews EDSA's practices in China, evaluates the issues in China's

urban construction, and introduces EDSA's future plans in to China's design
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1. EDSA Shanghai studio. The two football helmets
represent the alma mater football teams of Courtney and
Yining Xu, respectively; the landscape of Nanjing West
Pedestrian Street can be viewed from the office.
© EDSA

2. Designers are discussing the scheme in EDSA Shanghai
studio. © EDSA

3. Hand-drawn sketch plans by designers of EDSA © EDSA
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A rustic tropical, Hawaiian design motif influences
defining spaces at the Hainan Qingshui Bay Outrigger
Resort in Sanya, China. © EDSA

The rendering of for Diamond Bay in Dalian, China,
illustrates the creation of a vibrant waterfront center
anchored by a mixed use core and surrounding walkable
neighborhoods. © EDSA
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You have focused your studio’s work on
China since 2008. Could you make a brief
introduction of your most impressive

project?

B. Scott LAMONT (LAMONT hereafter):
The project that I feel EDSA has had an
opportunity to make the greatest impact,
was also the first project I worked on here
in China. After practicing abroad for many
years, | was invited by the South Architecture
Design Institute to join their team for the
Dalian Wolong Bay International Business
Center. Wolong Bay is within a 1,500 hectares
Central Business District and will include
over 40 hectares of mixed use development as
part of Dalian’s long-term growth plan. This
project was significant because EDSA was
given the opportunity to influence the social,
environmental and economic fabric for such
a large number of people. We had a chance
to work directly with the local government
and our role became that of “advocates of the
public open space, landscape and walkability
of the community”. We endeavored to not
only hit the development targets but also
make the project a great place to live by

creating meaningful places.

EDSA founded its Shanghai studio in
2013, what was the reason attached you to
establish this EDSA’s branch in Shanghai?

How much the China means to EDSA?

LAMONT: Our strategy is to grow the office
into a full-service design and construction
administration studio grounded in EDSA’s
culture and over 50 years of worldwide
experience. The Shanghai studio brings
United States leadership and internationally
trained staff providing the best in design
and planning expertise, and a more efficient
means for our local clients. It also provides

our clients with a more efficient means

by which to ensure intended design tenets
and programmed elements are successfully
implemented.

China is a key market for our worldwide
practice, but more importantly she is a place
we care deeply about. Over the years our
entire staff has been inspired by China’s
diversity, culture and spirit. Our teams have

developed strong friendships here and we

I
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This central park perspective of Dalian Wolong Bay
shows how the pedestrian linear park and open space
reaches out to connect residential and office areas to the
public waterfront. © EDSA

By connecting greenway systems to important public
spaces, such as the regional sports complex, a
cohesive, livable community is created. © EDSA

The main waterfront park pays respect to the cultural
past of Dalian by providing a bold destination for
programmed events. © EDSA
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are dedicated to high quality design to help
shape the future landscape of China and
ensure that the growing population thrives in

environments that make sense.

We would like to know what types of

project EDSA mainly focuses on in China?
In your design practice in China, which

phases do you usually get involved in?

LAMONT: Our projects in China range in
scale from large scale planning exercises
to smaller, more detailed design oriented
projects. The common thread between projects
of this nature is our definitive understanding
to hospitality of community planning, letting
a solid vision guide us throughout the design
process.

With working in both large scale planning
and detailed design projects, we are naturally
moving through all phases of the design from
analysis to planning to detailed design and
implementation. Over the years, we have
found that an important part of that design
process is collaboration. Edward Stone, the
founder of EDSA, taught us how to be great
collaborators and that we could accomplish
more as a team than as an individual. He
also taught us that design is not exclusive,
it is inclusive. We apply this philosophy to

our projects, fostering collaboration with

local team members and great expertise in

their disciplines to help insure our project’s
successful implementation.

With the establishment of EDSA’s
Shanghai studio, we now can provide more
hands-on service during the construction
process to see our projects built to the

standards of our shared vision with the clients.

What is the biggest obstacle or challenge

you have encountered and experience you
have harvested in your practice in China?

What is the most impression you ever have

during the cooperation with Chinese clients

and designers?

LAMONT: One of our challenges as foreign
designers is to not be afraid to ask “why”.
Occasionally there are project guidelines or
requirements that are provided that may be
in contrast with our client’s key goals for a
project. As international designers, it is our
responsibility to question these issues and to
respectfully challenge the assumptions to help
a project achieve its fullest potential for the
client, and the future residents and guests.
There are many talented local designers
in China and we have been fortunate to work
with many great teams. It is very exciting
when we can leverage a local team’s regional
knowledge and experience and combine it
with our deep understanding of international

design and development. The blending of this

expertise is what gives us the opportunity to

create truly meaningful places.

How do you understand and respond to the
specific history and cultural context of each

project site in China?

LAMONT: At EDSA we believe that if we
are going to understand a project we have
to spend time on the site, learning about
the dynamics of the physical property, and
understanding its regional context and cultural
aspects. During a recent trip, we were hiking
for days on end in the rain forested mountains
of Xishuangbanna. Throughout the journey,
we spent time in the local mountain villages,
and visited with village leaders in their
homes. It was a very memorable and bonding
experience. In fact, we had the opportunity to
share in their local New Year’s celebration. In
the villages, our team studied their architecture
and the patterns of the settlements, learning
how and why their public and private open
spaces were configured so perfectly on the
steep hillsides. They had it so brilliant! And
we were determined to let their approach,
lifestyle and traditions guide our future design

work.

What is the most significant difference

between China and other EDSA’s target

bases?
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LAMONT: Design style aside, the amount
of development and rate of urbanization that
is occurring in China is unmatched in the
world. The need for green spaces and public
accessibility is tremendous. This puts a huge
demand on all infrastructures related to
tourism, residential, commercial, retail and /
or environmental.

The rate of growth and development here
is breathtaking. What China has accomplished
in the last 20 years took the US over 80 years.
Experts say that much of China’s population
is expected to live in urban areas by 2020.
This places great responsibility in the hands
of both developer and designers like EDSA.
As the urbanization in China increases, the
significance of the spaces we create today
will become even more important. We need
to visualize the future urban fabric to create
sustainable environments that will be enjoyed

by future generations.

What do you think are the important issues

in the industries of urban construction and

landscape design in China?

LAMONT: Quality. There is an enormous
“to be done” pressure that often takes
precedence over the quality of design and
implementation. We are developing places
that are meant to last a lifetime and we should
advocate for appropriate design, standards
of development and necessary construction
periods to allow this to be realized. Every
project in the world has deadline pressure,
but we have to keep focused on our project
vision and design goals, and make sure that
this pressure does not prohibit the proper

execution of those goals.

Do you agree with the view that China is a

“Playground” for designers?

LAMONT: No. To call China a “Playground”

would indicate that the work we are doing

is part of a game, it is not. We are creating
real places and destinations for real people
and we are responsible for the environments
we create. However, I do agree that in
China, designers are more spirited and often
courageous to use their creativity to the
fullest; this is a great thing and can lead to

superior innovative designs.

What influence do you think has the surge

of the engagement of foreign designers

brought to China?

LAMONT: Opportunity. Over the past
several years, China has opened its doors and
has embraced our foreign design teams and
in many cases, and have entrusted us to work
on some of the country’s most important
projects. This is a great opportunity and many

people around the world understand this.

What are EDSA’s future plans in China?

LAMONT: China is an amazing country
whose landscape and people are as diverse as
those in my home country, the United States.
Our future plans in China are to continue to

grow our practice from our United States and

local offices here in China. We are dedicated
to the work we are doing here, having forged
many great relationships and friendships
around the country. While we remain focused
on China, our vision for growth in this
market extends throughout Asia. Southeast
Asia and Japan are also a focus of our future
expansion. We are already engaged on many
projects in these areas and continue to look
for challenging work where we can make a

difference. LAF
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9. During a site visit, EDSA team performs physical
and qualitative analysis to determine development
opportunities and project feasibilityies, documenting
topography, vegetation, environmental, historic and
geological features along with surrounding adjacent land
uses. © EDSA

10. Local villages provide design inspiration and bring a
sense of authenticity to planning approaches when
designers can experience their customs, traditions and
history. © EDSA

11.  The rain spotted sketchbook which captures hand
drawings of ideas, elements and vision will aid in the
overall design of the project. © EDSA
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