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SMEIZ HPEREERIRIEE

A Survey of the Status of Foreign Designers’ Career in China

(EWgIT= ) F2013F8AAML LR T —INHmEESTE TFRMNERIHINESE, Bk EITIFRR
H. BRUIMAFIARSRIH IS S T TIRE . EIAE 25N SUSILIRREIRERIM AR O~ |

Landscape Architecture Frontiers magazine conducted an online survey in August 2013 to investigate the nature of foreign

designers' career in China. We would like to express our sincere appreciation to all those who participated and contributed to

this survey!

1.

BFM—ERFREREF REHR?

In which year did you begin to practice in China?

2002 / 2007 / 2008 / 2009 / 2010 / 2011 / 2012 / 2013

2.

BRPEHREZRTA?
Why did you come to China?

Tk,
Job.

N—REEATNFELFBIIE.
To work for the Chinese office of an American company.

BHIRERIKE, E2ENEILIENSUE TR,
Initially for travel, but stayed on for the work opportunities.

BEZW=.
More opportunities.

IIA—1BFIANRIRIT

To be a part of what | think is a design revolution.

BRRFHI,
Originally to study Chinese.

X R E AL R
Interest in culture.

RPERIT—RX THEZRR—REFELE.
Travel — girlfriend — living together.

HMARERZERFINE .
To work on exciting architecture projects at a large scale.

REZK,
To gain experience.

3.

BAFRERRITIH “Playground” X—ifi&
g?

Do you agree with the view that China is a
“Playground” for designers?

=0, XERESRITITNEBRREERERIFEN,
Yes, there is a lot of freedom for designers that does not exist in
Europe or USA.

NESmEH, . £HE, SRV FAZRG. R
IFERIFREE, RERRRRNER,, RINKERHBERR
TH—AZIRZEE, X5EEEAFE. AMEXE
WEAFNAE, BEENUIRITRZEM; FtEmL
it, REA®ETRS, ZE2ASHEEET .

Partially, yes. In China there are few limits on high you can dream.
If you have an amazing idea and are able to sell it to the client, it
could be built very quickly — without a lot of the oversight that
we deal with here in the US. However, the downside to that system
is that dealing with the bureaucracy can be frustrating, designing
and redesigning and redesigning every time the power shifts or the
person in charge changes their mind.

TR o
Definitely I do.

BEEMN.
Yes, mostly.

EMiEER, AEXINERITIIRRE, XBRESHER
ERAMNEIRITITRRR (LSBT ) . —BIRRNG
THREIESR, BERMEEATEE T . NREEREHR
=2, EHSEARTEIUHEIE “Playground” , {83
MNNBEF—EREHR—F, 1HERHESII.

Somehow yes, especially for foreign designers as that is exactly
why the firms are looking for foreigners (to give concept). But
once you really begin to enter in the detail and the construction
it becomes quite more difficult. So to resume, in concept phase it
can be viewed as a “Playground”, but our goal is always to build.

=8, BXEHEE - XE—MEERSMHNSE, B
EEREESMER, FLUXF “Play” X,

Yes, but this could be either a good and a bad thing.... It is a
place with its identity, so it deserves a various approach. is no
matter of playing.

=8, BHAEBERNEY, XNEFREGKNERT
E=EE.

Yes, but not in a negative sense, normal for fast growing
economies.

E2000FKHHER, WEEARET .
Might have been in the mid-2000s, but not any more.

T2, BANFERESTENHEL.
No, I think China has just been very receptive to new ideas.

TR MRIHIDENXEE, BAMNBANRITHIERR
£, FrLL “Playground” RIFDERSGITHIBIS 240
I,

Not for every designer, the clients and government control most
of the design, so "Playground" is just for a small percentage of
the designers.

4.

EEPTEIER, SERIPERHTRIIRKR
EREHE?

In your design practice in China, what is the biggest
difference from your expectation before you came
to China?

FIRGREIXANEEN,
The importance of relationship building with clients.

PEERSFEENZITHT.

There are some amazing designers in China.

AHE, MEEHEERR, AERRITBIEZIZARTE R
BRE .

Things can move so quickly in China, from design idea to built work
in no time.

WBEN . 587F. BT, &8, KRR, URSED
ARGE. REAMEER, SARRK, SRt
i, BANLEALIEH.

The breakdown of communication. It happens with clients,
government, contractors, team members, everyone. Decision making
is an opaque and baffling process which often leaves designers out
and we struggle with it constantly.

weafE - BREMEAR—K. WETESBXA
SENEN . XEMHIFE.

| did not really have expectations... came as very young architect. |
guess | was not expecting to have so many buildings built. This is a
good thing.

R hINREIERTERS o

The lack of importance of functionality in design.

EESNMRZ T INEE
The emphasis on appearance, rather than function.

MEMNERYE, RitFEBRENR,
The uniformity of the projects, and design approaches.

RPEZRIERIRETN, BXYFINEFRETE. FEEEN
INE RSB AI IR = REEINIRIT

| had no expectations prior to working in China but was surprised
by the lack of active outdoor recreation spaces, greenway linkages,
and environmentally sustainable practices.

ETREERBNE, RiFHHERPE,
The construction quality is far worse. The flexibility is less than
expected.

R AZE.
Not much difference.

KMEEITRRESEE. RE—RLRE . BYERATERAR
HHESEEASE)L, SEABIERA L. BIAAXFHE
EARAFTE

| expected almost everything. The only thing | did not expect was
that there are companies that work only in the concept proposal
phase without interacting at all with the construction phase. | think
this distance should not exist.

BEiR, B, REFEX, ERNERESE “E” ERTPOAT
5 RBE RIS EE,

Even faster, more crowded, bigger scale, worse environmental
problems | imagined the central place of the “car” in planning.

BUNSEESALEBEAETIES, EYLIREER
Ao

| believed more people would speak English as a second language,
or more fluently.

BUNSEETTN. SXWRIHEZIRSNERE, 85
SCHF AR .

| expected more strict building regulations that would hinder design,
but this is not the case.
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BT ERIRPEMIMEIHIREHAZIN?
What advice would you give to other foreign
designers who intend to come and venture in China?

SERIRIEIRER.

Build relationships with young designers.

FFRUBRAE,
Be open minded.

B, mioL, BEHE,
| would say, be patient, be persistent.

CRISRIE, MR INR—FEXMEHRNX M EE
FIE TR REM A
| would say come here because you want to see what is
possible in this unique cultural and economic context.

WP SREF, RZBIfEFERSketchUpRF—aR
RARRRIE.

Come as soon as it is possible, and learn SketchUp if you do not
know it.

WOF AR RIS SRR “HENERESLER” MK
Ho

To be ready for culture shock and "lost in translation"
situations.

EE S,

Respect local culture.

EENZEIER, BEBEESSSRIGITRIML
FER?

In your design practice in China, which sections
do you usually engage in?

Conceptual design
&gt

Schematic design
FEIRIT

Detailed design
e any

Construction

i

1.

TIRPHER (A5 ) BHaEm?

How do Chinese clients like in your eyes?

AiiFunny / 25/ >Ambitious / =5 JJCompetitive / RHif
Decisive / #v[EPassionate / [E#0pinionated / 2483 Visionary
/ & EZSpeed / EBERich / BBE Wise / SLAx{E 2 Simpleminded
/ SftiArrogant / 7<% l/Unprofessional /iREWarmth / ZHki
Aggressive / 5 zlDemanding / XfEBold / B 4L57Polite / FE/L»
Open-minded / F5&0Clueless / |23 X Egocentric / LR E M
Undecided / Z 2= Inconstant

BERENITERBINSKEREEK24A?
What is the biggest obstacle or challenge you have
encountered in your practice in China?

WEFRIGBIESERS . BARWPN, FUASGRERER
KRR, XILHRSEEREE B SRR BT
#HP, RILERE.

For me it was the language barrier. | do not speak Mandarin, and
therefore had to rely on my colleagues to convey design ideas.
It was frustrating at times not to be able to defend the design in
person.

BRTTBERIHNME.

To have clients who do not understand the value of our design.

Relationship.

KA,
Difference in taste.

XHES
Cultural differences.

mME#ER, @S ERE. BELTRE.
Speed of production and lack of time to develop concepts. Budget
is often changing.

MNEVERNABEE,
Professional opinions hard to get respected.

REMERE. BEEFEMERME RN, FERIRNZES
RHFRE.

There are no obstacles. The challenge is the necessity to be
always very reactive, with new ideas in a very fast process.

MR EERERMILEFH?

How is your working experience in China like?

A R#Enjoyable / HBliEttCreative / BHBEE Y
Educational / ARt %) %|#B#E Z5Ever-changing / IR XEArduous
/ ¥ELAFRMUnpredictable / =& #k bk Challenging / 14
Opportunity / FE157EExotic / iR Speed / 22 Disappointed
/ 1RiZ Surprise / H;gStimulating / JN¥T0vertime / T
Rushed / & & Messy / &% =}Battle / 3&FExciting / FiEHR
Exhausting / & E&%Enriching / F¥1<Growing / A #EAchieving
/ Z 7Tk Variably / WEkET=EInspirational / F120tH2804(L
£ H 254815 Look same the 1980" in Japan / A&, BdE, &
207iE)Time, time, time

10.

BIRPRYPEIRITIDRM AH/9?

How do Chinese designers look like in your eyes?

B Passionate / 5 £li& f3Creative / 'R EDetermined / RS
Efficient / T{E%%JHard workers / §F35/()38% 5 =] Curious to
learn / BZ AR RGrow up very fast / = B {SUnconfident / {F
B9 Good listener / SEFE 3= W Pragmatic / ;FE R HiVisual
/ Ba—B#rMono focused / {€Slow / BR M. Compliant / F=FBf
AAccommodating / #1Z5Resourceful / 5 XKIHTalented / fki%
Superficial / E#Stubborn / #)Z5Diligent / 151/13447 Bargaining
/ Bi#Radical / EF 45 18i%0pen minded to new ideas /
BeTCapable / 35 R3K ASkillful / 3B15 143 Logical / E1&; 724
Straightforward

11.

BRLAEEDE?
Why would you stay in China?

MREEHFIINSESEAN, BEFRENE.
1 will go if I find some better opportunity, but not yet.

NXNERITEZWEIR .
To contribute my profession to the country.

HEZHE.
| would stay if the money were better.

BT, EAmEXeeMimBEERNERMAT .
Stay, because | would not be able to do the same in my country.

MREFRNIIE, HSBT,
If there is interesting work, | may stay.

RNMNEREERRE, PENENTE, RFEHEBEXE
k.

The country is still developing, there is room for change, and | hope
to be here to see it.

SHIRHTIRIZ o

Look for new adventures.

ERES, ARIIE.
Good food, nice people.

BRIALEFRAX LIS ERER.
I have enjoyed my experience here thus far.

HaNBERRIHaMBETE.

| would stay in China due to the great amount of design
opportunities.

12.

Rt 2BFHE?

Why would you leave China?

EF. KR, BAENLD . BERAFBPEXZT.
Too crowded, too materialistic, lack of contemporary cultural scene,
far from family and friends.

BRETXIWIESR—RIMEESRt, ERPERE
%JJ o

| was tired of the ways of work here — only concept design and
bad clients.

ED.
Lack of work.

HSUREEEEML, RHMEHEEET .
We left China for my husband to get his masters degree back in the
USA.

CRIETE T, SMEAFEXRE, RABRNEL, BE

KARHPENRERTE. XRE— I SEEENER, LXK
W, FEXENKNEEAT. S85%R. KSEIERR
2, 2ABPMEXBEFHOAEESS,
I will eventually leave because it is hard for any foreigner to live
here and ever feel at home, ever feel “Chinese”. But that is a pretty
high minded response — a more immediate reality is that | feel like
my health is being compromised by living here. The air pollution,
water pollution and food contamination is slowly poisoning
everyone who lives here.

*FIERTEIAIHIE R RIIRE TZBEIINER T, RERERITFEL

All information presented in this survey was from the and not
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