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The master plan for Vathorst in Amersfoort, the Netherlands,
was developed by Kuiper Compagnons and West 8, highlights
that the landscape is not an afterthought or a beautifier to urban
development, but is considered a vital entity in itself and an active
component of the plan.The master plan was designed in the tradition
of old Dutch canal cities, using waterways as organizing elements
rather than roadways, allowing Vathorst to be an active water city.

Key words ...
Community; Canal; Water City; Ecological Improvement

=WMigI+E  Landscape Architecture Frontiers

Bitbhit: =it

BE/H: 120hm’

BE5: FSEFFHERE

=Wigit: West 8HmMk S=MRITSEST
i&itHEPA: Adriaan Geuze. Christoph Elsasser.
Edzo Bindels. Ard Middeldorp. Bas van der
Vinne. Eric Douma. Helen Day. Joost Koningen.
Kees Schoot. Martin Biewenga. Pieter Rabijns.
Rikus Beekman. Rob Koningen. Ronald van
Nugteren. Ruby van den Munckhof

WEEE: =R ERTIRNESHT
IREmE: DHVER

iHAdiE: 1996~20105

MeTAiE: 2000~20124

EpkAdiE: 20124

5 8 8

REmEH
B8
e
REES
B
RIS
s
EFs
. RIFEH
1l
A e
o
0 5 10 20km
—_— FIBATRSS

Location: Amersfoort, the Netherlands

Area (size): 120 hm®

Client: Ontwikkelings Bedrijf Vathorst

Landscape Architecture: West 8 urban design &
landscape architecture b.v.

Project Team: Adriaan Geuze, Christoph Elsasser,
Edzo Bindels, Ard Middeldorp, Bas van der Vinne, Eric
Douma, Helen Day, Joost Koningen, Kees Schoot, Martin
Biewenga, Pieter Rabijns, Rikus Beekman, Rob Koningen,
Ronald van Nugteren, Ruby van den Munckhof
Collaborator: Kuiper Compagnons

Consultant: DHV

Design Period: 1996 ~ 2010

Construction Period: 2000 ~ 2012

Completion Time: 2012
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1.  The site with waterways, which were just a little wider
than ditches, has been developed into a Dutch style
canal housing district.

2. Site map shows its location and connection with the
Randmeer Lake, and the scale comparison with other
contemporary urban settlements.
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This dense water city is full of canals, quays and houses
with landings for boats, and intensely contrasts with the
surrounding flat and open polder land. Using waterways
as organizing elements, rather than roadways, allows
Vathorst to be an active water city. © Irvin W. van Hemert
3D isometric drawing of the urban plan

Bird's eye view of the site
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http://www.vathorst.com/
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6, 7. Atypical Neo-classic Dutch facade
“Nature in front of your door" — the canals provide
habitats for the wild swans from the natural area
adjacent to the site.
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Amersfoort is a booming suburban city in
the central Netherlands. Two recently built
development projects have pushed the city
north, creating the Vathorst neighborhood and
leading to the city’s present egg-like shape.
Vathorst is awkwardly positioned between
two highways and is intersected by a rail line.
The northern edge of Vathorst is bordered
by the Laak canal, which also serves as
the provincial border between Utrecht
and Gelderland. Vathorst was developed
through a partnership of local authorities and
construction companies. The relationship
between local stakeholders and developers

encouraged individual identity and the

incorporation of shared public spaces, where
social contacts have been maintained in a
contemporary manner. Additionally, formal
and informal spaces for art and cultural
activities were developed in conjunction with
residential spaces.

The two principle design offices, Kuiper
Compagnons and West 8, choose not to
conceive Vathorst as simply another urban
development, but as Kuiper Compagnons
has noted, a “sensual city, where besides
functionality, space is for the dreamy,
intuitive and surrealistic”. The West 8 design
sought to forge a stronger bond between

the new district and the historic identity

of the city.

The Laak was a waterway which is
originally little more than a ditch, and the
new master plan by West 8 is developed
into a canal connecting Vathorst with the
Randmeer Lake. The Laak district is located
on the far northern side of Amersfoor, closer
to Ijsselmeer than the city center. The design
for Vathorst was strategically positioned in
respect to the Randmeer Lake to the north
and the highways to the south and west.
This canal structure provides the basis for a
dense water city composed of canals, quays
and houses that sit in stark contrast with the

surrounding flat and open polder landscape.
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The master plan was designed in the
tradition of old Dutch canal cities, and is
connected to ljsselmeer by waterways rather
than roadways. Like other nearby canal
cities, its shape and use of materials follows
the Dutch tradition, where city names are
reflected in the naming of the streets and
bridges. The housing area abutting the canals
with alternative architectural topologies is a
contemporary version of the old type of canal
houses in the Netherlands. As can be found
along the Amsterdam canals, most houses
are built along the reach of the water within
25 meters, allowing boat parking becoming
much easier and the ownership of small boat
becoming more common in this area. In the
winter, those new and widened waterways
are also ideal ice-skating place. The locals go
out on the ice from their jetties and private
backyard quays. It truly is reminiscent of
the “olden days” whilst surrounding areas
provide a contemporary context, allowing
Vathorst to be an active water city, even in the
midst of winter. Integrating with constructed
wetlands, these new canals also act as filters

to the streams thought this area. The quality

of water has been improved tremendously
and, most important of all, ecologically.

Near the intersecting highways a
boulevard planned by Kuiper Compagnons
that will feed a “working city” with offices,
housing, and sport facilities. Its road structure
will combine highway infrastructure with
vegetated spaces. Between the “water city”
and the “working city”, other urban spaces
are created from the existing landscape of
mature trees, canals, and farmhouses.

Also typical in the design of Vathorst
is that the landscape is not an afterthought
or a beautifier to urban development, but
is considered a vital entity in itself and an
active component of the plan. For instance,
Vinex, a site in Vathorst, is a public space
dominated by the presence of water with over
40 bridges, each with unique architecture,
connecting parts of the site. In Laak 2A, for
example, a total of fourteen car, bicycle, and
pedestrian “herring” bridges are constructed.
The Dutch herring fish has been chosen
to ornament these bridges due to its close
location to the Ijsselmeer. The free layout of

fish pattern is made possible by custom cast

aluminum for the railings.

Creating linkages between new residences
and their newly developed housing area is
the key concern of the project. The design
builds for “homes” instead of “houses”, with
the idea that eventually there will be space
for children to play in the streets, around
the houses, and in the backyards, safely
and during all seasons. In their proposal,
West 8 has created a sense of identity by
incorporating substantial amounts of subtle
details into the design of the homes, which
aims to grow old gracefully with their
inhabitants. This “homey” feeling is created
through the small-scale, townhouse character
of the master plan, avoiding homogeneity
in the housing design, and making sure
that each home is uniquely recognizable.
The feeling of intimacy is created through
regulated vertical elements of the facades,
pronounced eaves, and different style doors
for each house. Additionally, West 8 as
designed each house down to the look and
style of the house number that will appear
next to each door. In some locations, the new

homes are designed to stand out and become
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significant iconic landmarks. LAF
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More information please see : http://www.vathorst.com/.
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9. The Dutch Herring fish has been chosen as
ornamentation to the bridges due to the site's close
location to the IJsselmeer, the former Zuiderzee, where
fishing been the main traditional industry of the area.

10. In the summer, those new and widen waterways become
pleasant and comfortable spaces for water paddling and
hanging out.

1, 12. In the winter, those new and widened waterways are
also excellent ice-skating location for young and old. The
locals can easily access to the ice from their jetties and
private backyard quays.
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