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1. The ribbon of fresh water runs through the
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Abstract ...

The old brook Scheybeek is made visible in the park. The brook has been

staged together with the new pedestrian and bicycle paths in the extended

spaces in the park. A game of meeting and disappearing takes place

between the visitor and the stream. The stream’s profile is composed from

a specially designed concrete element and a natural embankment. The

sweet brook water flows out into a pond of brackish North Sea water at

the bottom of the dike. The unique salinity originating from this exchange of

water is the perfect place for flora and fauna specific to brackish water.
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During the 1960s, construction of the Velser
Tunnel, an important rail and motorway
tunnel passing beneath the North Sea, split
the Wijkeroogpark Park, disturbing the
soil composition of the park. The existing
waterways in the Wijkeroogpark also re-
stricted access between the park and
neighboring residential areas. The landscape
firm Bureau B+B, with the artist Erick de
Lyon, transformed the site and reconfigured
access by removing existing fragmentation of
spaces and restoring the natural water system,

providing a more cohesive recreational and

ecological structure.

The lower course of the former Scheybeek
stream was reintroduced, linking green areas
of the park and becoming the foundation for
bike and recreation trails. An ancient stream,
the source of the Scheybeek can be found
in dunes near Heemskerk. Previously, the
stream had been fed by fresh water from the
landscape, but also was subject to tidal ebbs
and flows. Over the years, it disappeared into
the surrounding polder landscape, becoming
no longer identifiable as a watercourse.

Restoring the lower course of the Scheybeek

made it more visible in the Wijkeroogpark
and allowed it to freely flow into the North
Sea Canal. In the reintroduction, the stream
was charted to follow a new course, one that
would give it a new identity and make it an
autonomous element within the park. Its new
course runs through the park at a natural
incline, 30 cm above ground level. The
contrast between this creation of an artificial
situation and the new naturalistic and
recreational opportunities it would present
was a significant element of the design brief.

Connectivity and circulation were
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resolved through the new route of the
Scheybeek. The existing spatial pattern of
the Wijkeroogpark consists of 40-year old
woodlands alternating with varying open
spaces. The new stream course is positioned
in cleared land, producing an interplay that
makes full use of sightlines within the park,
as it vanishes and reappears, presenting a
constantly changing perspective of green
space and industrial heritage for the visitor.

Adapting to the topography of the park,
the stream profile consists of a natural
bank, three to five meters in width, and
a bespoke concrete element which stops
drainage of stream water from entering the
groundwater and ensures it from drying
up in hot summers. Occasionally, with an
excess of water, the specially designed bank
will overflow. A rough layer of concrete
in the bank secures sediment and provides
habitat for micro-organisms. Water resistant
clay keeps the bank marshy, allowing for a
continuous connection of flora and fauna.
Metal bridges with a rusty appearance
contrast the natural bank and are sourced
from nearby steelworks. Observation points
marked by low and narrow crossing points
allow glimpses into life in and around the
stream.

“Natural variation” is created by human
interference. Elements of play and moments
of learning become part of the design of
the stream. Areas that allow for wading and
intentionally planted vegetation are found

in addition to the primary function of water
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7. Rusty metal bridge

8.  Concrete brook ditch

9. Details of the fresh water ribbon

10. Bridges and widened areas in the stream allow for
observing flora and fauna.

A.  Section of the canal along the bicycle path
A BTEEFATEEEE

B. Section of the canal at the northern part of the park
B. /ZAEALARHh X oiE F A

C. Section of the canal at the central part of the park
C. /NEE &R X o1& & A

D. Section of the mouth:

a) fresh water flowing into brackish water environment

b) gabions on each side of the stream and sediments serving as habitats for wildlife
D. NTR#®EAE:
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storage, and loose boulders allow children
to challenge the flow of water while wider
areas allow for fishing. Where the stream
enters the North Sea Canal, an interesting
mix of fresh and brackish water is created
in an intermediary tidal zone that has been
designed behind the sea dike. A ribbon
of fresh water is seen flowing across the
brackish water. This continuous supply of
fresh water combined with the overflow
of the brackish water produces a range
of salinity along the stream’s course. In
addition, a fish siphon allows the salt water
and fish to access to the park. Consequently,
an interesting mix of habitats is created for
flora and fauna.

The discharge zone to the North Sea has a
salinity gradient of 2,000 to 5,000 milligrams
of chloride per liter of water, allowing
saltwater plants such as sea aster and salt
marsh rush to thrive alongside fish like the
thicklip grey mullet, sea lamprey and black
goby. This mix of flora and fauna has
created a new foraging area for local birds
such as the common tern and common

merganser. LAF
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13. UMM BRBFE DT EHEYIRE T ERM,

11. Wijkeroogpark becomes an ideal space for various
activities.

12. The ribbon of fresh water overflows in the brackish
water.

13. The natural bank along the stream provides habitats for
wildlife.
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