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Abstract

Using the discipline name of “Landscape Architecture” as a framework,
this article addresses five questions: Why did “Feng Jing Yuan Lin
Xue (KSEEHMZ)” become the Chinese name for the discipline of
landscape architecture during the national disciplinary adjustment?
What is the concept of “Discipline” and the significance of “Landscape
Architecture Academic Community”? What is the future trajectory of
landscape architecture in China? What are the key issues that need to
be addressed by landscape architecture in China? And what kind of
landscape architecture does contemporary China need?
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Why did “Feng Jing Yuan Lin Xue ( )" become the

Chinese name for the discipline of landscape architecture during

the national disciplinary adjustment?

Rui YANG (YANG hereafter): The discussion of name happens
in every place, during every time period. Since ancient times,
“Name” has always drawn public attention and discussion from
social to philosophical perspectives and from individuals to
the entire country. The title “Landscape Architecture” has been
discussed not only for the past decade, but also throughout the 20th
century. The discussion of name has not been confined to China,
scholars abroad have also engaged in ongoing discussions about its
English name.

I would suggest you to think about two questions: first, in
theory, is there a so-called right name for a discipline? Second, in
practice, what would be the consequence of mistaking the content
by judging its name? On the first question, the philosopher Xiang
Guo from Wei and Jin Dynasties said something very interesting. In
today’s words it can be roughly translated as: “consider themselves
as the right, others as wrong; themselves as the beautiful, others
as ugly. This is true for everything in the world.” We all have such
experiences in our daily life, where we look at the same scene from
a different angle or height, but yet the scene appears differently.
If you would like, you can recall Chuang Tzu’s opinion from The
Adjustment of Controversies: “When the wind blows, the sounds
from the myriad of apertures are different, and “blind men touch an
elephant” (draw a conclusion on the basis of partial understanding)
in the Buddhist Scriptures. Hence, in theory there is no so-called
absolutely right discipline name. Different names (or opinions)
are the subjective responses of different scholars to the same
object, with different conditions of visibility and mental states,
standing at different angles and heights, in different times and
surroundings, yield different views. These responses are always
local and right under some condition, but none is comprehensive
and unconditionally right. The key is to realize the subjectivity
of reality, and a willingness to admit that names have limitations,
coming with their own set of advantages and disadvantages. We
must stop hoping that others will see the world through our own
glasses.

Now the readers might ask: So why bother to finalize the

academic name of this first-class discipline as “Feng Jing Yuan Lin
Xue”? We can just call it whatever we like. For the answer to this
question, we can draw an analogy, a newborn baby does not have
a name. The burden of naming the baby is left to the parents and
relatives, who often have trouble agreeing on a name for the baby.
In such a case the baby would have many nicknames but this would
not be a problem for the child until they needed to enter school.
When the child is at the age to be enrolled in school, the school
will require all children to have a formal name for admission. The
parents would then need to hold a family meeting, but by this time,
they may be unable to settle on an appropriate name and school
for the child. Finally, for the sake of the child's future everyone
comprises and reaches a general agreement. The child gets into
school successfully. The formal name allows the child a place in
the school and an identity for future development. Although each
person is not 100% satisfied, the majority of the family can accept
the chosen name. In the end, it is the child’s growth and future that
the family cares about most deeply. The disciplinary adjustment
of landscape architecture has been somewhat similar to the above
example. Development of the discipline through the name “Feng
Jing Yuan Lin Xue” is the general agreement reached by most
peers in our academic community as of 2011. It is also a required
condition for the successful promotion of our discipline within
China’s 110 first-class disciplines.

Compared to the name, the priority of the field should be
development of the discipline. At present, the most urgent
matter is how to deepen the meaning of the discipline, extend
the disciplinary area, and expand its influence into areas of
ecological protection, habitat and environmental construction,
and socioeconomic development. Besides, we can still adjust the
academic name if someday we have a better, more appropriate,
and more forward-looking name that be generally agreed on by the
academic community. But today, if we spend time arguing about
the name, it will hinder further development of disciplinary theory
and practice. The lost will outweigh the benefits.

In China, there are currently six secondary disciplines that fall
under the first-class discipline of Landscape Architecture. These
include: History and Theory of Landscape Architecture, Garden
and Landscape Design, Landscape Planning and Ecological

Restoration, Landscape Heritage Protection, Landscape Plants
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Application, and Landscape Architecture Techniques and Science.
The secondary disciplines generally correspond to the demands of
diverse peers within the field. As currently defined, the direction of

each sub-discipline has space for further development.

Please introduce the concept and characteristics of “Discipline”

and “Landscape Architecture Academic Community”.

YANG: The concept of “Discipline” began to appear in the west in
the 19th Century. Before then, there was only personal knowledge
of Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and other western philosophers, and
from China, knowledge of Confucius and Lao Tzu, among others.
There was no “discipline”. The development from knowledge into
discipline represents the institutionalized, systematic, education-
oriented development process from individuals into academic
communities. Modern disciplines often have fuzzy boundaries but
clear tenants, which creates moments for multidisciplinary and
interdisciplinary research and practice.

An academic community is a group of researchers with the
same or similar values, academic interests, and development
objectives. The development of landscape architecture in the 21st
century requires a dynamic and creative academic community
to move forward. It requires a community that will include
researchers, practitioners, teachers, and students. In short, it is a
group of diverse people at different points in their careers, and
is not limited to outstanding scholars. It is important for us to
build a healthy, active, inclusive, and “different yet harmonious”
community culture. Readers interested in exploring the idea of
academic community can refer to an article | wrote in 2011: “Three

Questions about Landscape Architecture Academic Community.”

What do you think about the future of Landscape Architecture?

YANG: From an external environmental perspective, human
civilization is slowly moving from industrial civilization to
ecological civilization. The Chinese government has also proposed
several development initiatives that would benefit the field of
landscape architecture, including, “Beautiful China” and “New
Urbanization”. Therefore, in China, landscape architecture has

broad development prospects. And because landscape architecture

links science, art, engineering, and humanities, it has the potential
to become one of the leading disciplines in the 21st Century.
Certainly if we want to realize its full potential, considering
the external environment is not enough. In 10 years before the
next discipline adjustment, if we cannot establish a relatively
sophisticated theoretical framework, achieve systematic social
practice, bring positive social influence, and form a dynamic
and creative academic community, as | described above, the
potential of landscape architecture will be gone. Our discipline
will be limited to decoration and “icing on the cake”, and not
be considered essential like “coals on a snowy day”. It will be
left as a dispensable profession that only “beautifies”, rather
than “nourishes” the environment. For this reason, the academic
community of landscape architecture should have a clear
understanding of its position and direction. Today’s decisions will

determine tomorrow’s results.

In the development of Landscape Architecture in China, what are

the key issues that need to be addressed at a theoretical level?

YANG: It is very important to address the relationship between
“Chinese culture vitality” and “temporal spirit”. Fundamentally,
this is about how to deal with two sets of relationships: “Chinese
and foreign” and “ancient and modern”. Too great of emphasis
on “Chinese cultural vitality” may derail the discipline and
hinder it from moving forward. However, too much emphasis on
“temporal spirit” may cause us to lose our own cultural context.
The key point of “Chinese culture vitality” is essentially the
question of how to respect our traditional culture, while focusing
on regionalism and promoting identity. It is of similar importance
to think about “temporal spirit”, which may help to prolong the
life of the discipline and maintain its vitality and creativity. There
should be a “necessary tension” between tradition and modernity.
Exclusively emphasizing either modernity or tradition would be
too rigid; new ideas will only be generated through a dynamic
process considers both “Chinese-foreign” and “ancient-modern”

ideas and exploration.

Right now China is facing many challenges, including more

pressure for environmental regulations, rapid development of
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urbanization, and strikingly increasing insecurity among social

groups. considering these challenges, what kind of landscape

architecture do you think contemporary China needs?

YANG: Contemporary China requires the discipline of landscape
architecture to do several things. First, it should take on
conservation as its priority. What separates it from disciplines that
emphasize development and construction, such as architecture
and urban planning, is that landscape architecture should focus on
conservation first. Without a priority of conservation, landscape
architecture would abandon its historic responsibility and lose its
value of existence. Landscape architecture must be clear about
what areas are in need of protection, where new construction
could take place, and to what extent it can prevent unacceptable
changes to ecology and environment. Secondly, the discipline
should directly confront urban issues. China is experiencing the
biggest and fastest urbanization process in human history. There
is an excellent opportunity for landscape architecture to be deeply
involved in urban issues through multidisciplinary collaboration.
Theories such as “Shan-Shui-City”, “Landscape Urbanism”, and
“Ecological Urbanism” should be studied and practiced further
within the context of Contemporary China. Third are concerns
about public participation and public education. This will not only
increase the social contribution of the discipline but also expand its
social influence. Fourth, parallels can be drawn between benefits
for the Chinese economy (especially recycling economy and
green industry) and increasing job opportunities for young people.
Program such as the Civilian Conservation Corps developed to
employ young people during 1930s in the United States is a good
example. Finally, landscape architecture needs to offer as many
opportunities as possible for the spiritual activities of people.
Landscapes and gardens have always been important spiritual and
cultural activity places. Under the circumstances of “materialism”
and “consumerism”, how to create spiritual oases for people and
society is the important field that landscape architecture needs to
think and practice.

With contributions to environmental, urban, social, economic,
spiritual, and cultural aspects of China, landscape architecture will
be able to establish the disciplinary status it deserves and greet its
future. LAF
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Dianchi Greenways, Kunming
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Central Park of the Central Commercial and
Cultural District, Wuhu
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Master Plan for Vathorst in Amersfoort, the Netherlands
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Landscape Design of Xixi Village, Hangzhou
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Wijkeroogpark in Velsen, the Netherlands
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Water Square Benthemplein in Rotterdam, the Netherlands
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