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Abstract ...

Based on in the practices, precedents, histories and ecologies
of the Flanders Fields, the designers of Herinneringspark in
Belgium created a set of continuously evolving landscape
installations featuring the memory of World War 1 , and aimed
to tell stories of its past, present and future to visitors.
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Pool of Peace. Groves that have sprouted around crater-sites
will be doubly enhanced and overplanted.

Overall plan of Herinnerings park. The park uses large-
scale territorial dynamics to give presence, fleetingly, to the
movements and battles of war.
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Location: Westhoek, Flanders, Belgium

Area: 90,000 acres

Client: State Government of Flanders
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Front-lines. Front-line pathways occur along the actual
front-lines of the Allied and Axis forces during wartime,
and are marked as brightly colored coppice-lines.
They stand out in the broad Westhoek landscape, and
establish a new physical framework for movement and
for cognition.

Light Clouds. high pressure micro-sprinklers create
floating clouds of light and mist that memorialize war-
time gas attacks.

Field Calendar. Floral fields are ephemeral over-
plantings of agricultural crop-lands; they bring to
light, if only temporarily, the territories of war. Fields
move on a five-year cycle, which corresponds to
the movement across Westhoek of Allied and Axis
positions.

. In the spring, the no-man's-land (between Allied and

Axis fronts) are rendered in the bold reds of Flanders
poppies. These pre-crop plantings give way to linear
companion crops during the summer and harvest
seasons. In the winter, fields are marked with chalk-
lines that trace former trench locations. They may
also be rendered as plowed patterns in winter wheat
crops.
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The war was fought with multi-national
forces, and it had far-reaching impacts, for
generations, and around the world.
Herinneringspark (2014-2018) itself is
a Flemish initiative but with lasting global
significance. It seeks to tell its story to a
wider audience of world travelers, and its
designation as a UNESCO World Heritage site
seems certain. The project is a joint venture
between the Flemish state government and
the Belgian federal government for a regional
remembrance park along the front lines of
World War [ . The park is scheduled to open
in 2014, the 100th anniversary of the outbreak
of the war. Our task was to bring to light the
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rich and multifaceted juxtapositions between
native and foreign, between indigenous and
exotic — as a true and honest recognition of
what went on here.

War and its aftermath have had significant
physical and ecological impacts on the
Westhoek landscape — from the flatlands,
through the deforested and bombarded
fields, to the agricultural farmlands. Though
sometimes subtle and often isolated, these
altered conditions have created new regimes
of wet and dry, and entirely new topographies
— have spawned new ecologies and new
occupations. These effects are most poignant

at the crater sites, where rainwater and

groundwater gather in the deep spots, and new

types of vegetation have emerged in response
to other changes in the broader landscape.
This project aims to extend these tendencies,
to cultivate new ecologies, new memories, and
new landscapes.

The Westhoek landscape is the last
survivor. Embedded within it are histories
and personal stories that continue to fertilize
the soil, and that speak to the uniqueness
of this place. The goal of Herinneringspark
was to create a set of continuously evolving
landscape installations, grounded in the
practices, precedents, histories and ecologies

of the Flanders Fields. Here the earth (and
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memory, and one’s conscience) is to be
continually re-worked as a projective way of
remembering: a military past, an agricultural
present, a resonant future. The territory of war
made legible, if only fleetingly. A landscape
that works and breathes...

West Flanders is laden with an incredibly
rich and diverse cornucopia of historic sites,
relics, and monuments that give testimony
to the Great War. These individual pieces are
precious and hold their own integrity: thus, it
was not our intent to alter or enhance them —
this would be an impossible task, and one that
desecrates more than honors.

Nor was it our intent to try to re-create the
artifacts of war (this would be dishonest), or
to unearth the war’s buried histories. Rather,
Stoss aimed to engage the park-making task
strategically: allowing the landscape to tell the
story; making simple tasks of re-organization
and resource management help structure and
reinforce that story; and leveraging resources
to their fullest effect, to bring that story to the
greatest number of people. This was done by:

* re-orienting itineraries

» making legible the territories of war

« drawing on local practices and precedents
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+ marking embedded histories

* managing futures

» thinking flexibly

The scheme re-orients visitor itineraries
to the geographies of the war, and it
choreographs a series of ephemeral plantings
and atmospheric effects that give presence to
the battle fields within the context of working
agricultural fields. LAF
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The fronts are rendered as new pathways that allow
visitors to traverse working agricultural lands. They
are supported by existing and enhanced networks of
boat, vehicular, and bicycle routes that allow for easy
and clear access to them.

Earthwork Islands. Soil is excavated to create the
elevated islands and surrounding pools, which are
hydrologically linked to the regional network of
drainage canals. They recall islands formed during the
war-time flooding.




