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designed for plug and play compatibility.
The mast lighting can instantly change the
Quad into a disco floor, be coupled with stage
lighting or linked to the art screen for visual
effects. The lighting control gear would be
wired up to the UTS network and use trigen

energy from the UTS precinct wide grid.

Treillage
Art Screen

Weatherproof multi-functional LED
screen for displaying day to day UTS news
and events situated in the shadowed end of
the space. The screen is programmable for
art works and multi-media. The screen can
also be used for outdoor cinema. In special
event mode, the screen can be a backdrop for
performances, rock concerts, DJ / VJ events

or an ambient backdrop for the Quad.

Treillage Bosque

The steel treillage wraps around the

northeast end of the Quad completing the
rectangular plan shape. Behind the open steel
mesh cladding is a trimmed bosque of lilly
pilly trees planted in the concrete slab set
down. The trees provide a habitat for birds
and create a leafy forest at the end of the
Quad. The air intake feed for the surrounding
buildings is taken through pipes integrated
inside the frame structure. The tree foliage
filters out particulate matter from the air
cleaning it before it enters the buildings
improving the environment for students and
staff.

Treillage Arbour

The entrance to the podium building is
reconfigured as a spacious planted arbour
where dappled light covers the café seating
below. The arbour fills the missing tooth,
completing the facade and forming a
mediating break between the planned glass

facade of the podium building and the

recently completed hall. The steel structure
is a growing frame for climbing plants
protecting the building public areas from

summer sun.

The Quad Refectory

A key space for socializing adjacent to
the Union Bar and restaurants, this al fresco
dining area is set up to cater for big groups.
Long timber tables and benches situated under
the shady arbour allow students to enjoy the
long views of the Quad. Heaters and lighting
set up the space for maximum year-round use.
This is a funky space to meet your friends and
have a drink or lunch under a wonderful vine
covered pergola. Views to the new hall above

are not obscured by the arbour. LAF

8. Alumni Green proposal (night view) © McGregor Coxall
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1. The new widened Lekcanal will provide rich
habitats for wildlife.
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The widening of the “Lekcanal”, one of the busiest shipping
routes in the Netherlands, and construction of a larger sea lock
meant that some elements of the New Dutch Water Defence Line
would have to be moved. Bureau B+B investigated strategies
to treat the WWII defence line with integrity regarding its cultural
historic value. In order to retain this authenticity it was decided
to not replace but relocate the effected monuments, as if tipped
over and rolled away to make place for the new development
They remain as “Objets Trouvés” — “Found Objects” along the
dike.
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2. Map of the New Dutch Defence Line
3-1. Aerial view of existing situation

3-2, 3-3. Inundating view of the widened canal and the new
lock at different water levels.
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The “Lekcanal” is both one of the shortest
and busiest canals of the Netherlands. In
order to accommodate the increasing cargo
shipping in the future, it is necessary to widen
the canal and build a new and larger lock next
to the existing “Princess Beatrixlock”, a state
monument.

The existing dike holds a series of
objects of the New Dutch Water Defence
Line, the largest historic defence line of the
Netherlands. It was established as a protective
ring approximately 85 km long and
3~5 km wide to protect the major cities
in the Netherlands. The New Dutch Water
Defence Line’s primary element of defence
was water. This was thanks to an ingenious
water management system comprising
sluices, flood canals, and existing waterways
and dikes. A seemingly shallow layer of
water, about 40 cm deep, was enough to

make the land treacherous and difficult to
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pass for soldiers, vehicles and horses. At the
same time, it was too shallow to navigate by
ship. Weak points along the natural defence
line were strengthened with forts, bunkers
and group shelters. After World War 11 the
Line no longer played a prominent role and
was quietly forgotten. The New Dutch Water
Defence Line is a state monument as well
as a pending World Heritage site. The Line
today offers many tourism and recreational
possibilities.

As a result of the widening of the canal,
a part of these objects can no longer stay at
their current position, creating an immense
dilemma. Removing the objects will destroy
the continuity of the Defence Line and
would set a precedent. Replacing the objects
conflicts with the authenticity of the New
Dutch Water Defence Line.

Bureau B+B investigated how to treat

the line with integrity regarding its cultural

4,5. The new lock

6. The concrete objects remain bare in the landscape and
invite investigation by the visitors. One can touch the
material and sit, climb and play on them.

7. The objects will make the visitor wonder about the
meaning of the objects and the events that happened.

8. The new widened Lekcanal will act as a public trail
for cyclists to enjoy the wonderful scenery along the
waterfront.

historical value. The most important aspect
in this is to create a readable landscape, in
which the evolution of the place with all its
changes becomes visible. This is why the
objects of the New Dutch Water Defence
Line along the Lekcanal will be relocated and
uncovered as found in the landscape. It is as
if they have been tipped over to make place
for new development. They remain as “Objets
Trouvés” — “Found Objects” along the dike.

The objects will be relocated from their
current context, creating an alienating effect.
They make the visitor wonder about the
meaning of the objects and the events that
happened. In this it is possible to show that
they have been removed without echoing the
previous situation. Their previous function is
no longer valid.

The concrete objects remain bare in the
landscape and invite investigation by the

visitors. One can touch the material and sit,
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climb and play on them. The objects remain
preserved and thus increase the experience of
the Line.

Bureau B+B also composed the aesthetic
program requirements for the architectural
and landscape integration of the new
lock in relation to the existing Princess
Beatrixlocks. The Princess Beatrixlock is
a twin-lock with a vertically sliding sluis
door. The lock is iconic in the surrounding
landscape. To preserve this identity, the
new lock will take the form of a clean,
horizontal cut through the landscape with
grass continuing right to the edges of the
lock to reinforce this idea. In this way
it directly contrasts with the existing,
vertically orientated Princess Beatrixlock.
The selection of materials also emphasizes
this concept, the dark materialization of the
new lock in stark contrast to the white sluice

control building of the existing. LAF
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