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Abstract ...

During the construction process, the Ancient Kilns Park in Fuzhou faces dual problems
of how to protect the site with limited use. In the process of design, landscape
architects need both comprehensive professional knowledge and skills to achieve the
goal of balancing and harmonizing the two major demands, especially upon the issues
related to the protection of underground cultural relics, including site elevation, ancient
trees rejuvenation and routes selection. Through efforts on all aspects, the Ancient Kilns
Park presents a feature as the combination of ecological conservation and history and
culture of the site.
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4, 5. Luxuriant trees in the original site.

6, 7. The remained trees harmonize with the buildings.

8. Construction design for protecting the existing trees:
instead of backfilling the site, we added some new
ditches.

9. The protected trees remaining the memory of the site.

10. Boundary markers in the site are embedded in the
pavement of paths.
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Location: Fuzhou, Fujian Province

Area: 5.6 hm” (the First Phase)

Client: Ronggiao (Fuzhou) Real Estate Co., Ltd.
Landscape Architecture: International Landhoo of
Chengdu Landscape Design Co., Ltd.

Chief Designer: Yun Long

Project Leader: Qingfeng Xu

Project Team: Qian Du, Haiying Qiu, Guoyan Li, Chenyao
Fu, Mingjuan He, Huan Gao

Design Period: 2011 ~ 2012 (the First Phase)

Completion Time: December, 2012 (the First Phase)
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Added ditches
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Protection area of existing trees

FiTER MER

Veicle lane ~ Planting area

RERARFX

Protection area of existing trees

1 Background

The Huai’an Ancient Kilns dating back
to more than 1,500 years ago, was found
in 1953, covering about 1hm? It is the
largest and earliest ancient kilns explored in
Fujian Province. In addition, the vegetation
resources and humanity history relics
remaining in the site and its surroundings
are the greatest wealth to this area. With an
intention of protecting the ancient kilns site,
the Ancient Kilns Park totally covers an area
of 32 hm?, and the first phase of planning
and construction of non-core heritage area is
about 5.6 hm®.

2 Issues and Challenges

The unique cultural and natural

resources of the Ancient Kilns Park offered
an opportunity for designers to create a
distinctive landscape, but there were still a
few challenges. Firstly, based on the landscape
planning within the cultural relics protection
line, the design gave priority to protect the
underground cultural relics and trees within
the site, with meeting the requirements of
traffic and functional division; Secondly,
due to that the space cannot be dug and piled
earth, which would affect the coherency
inside the site, and between the site and the
external height difference that would cause
problems such as ponding water in the native
trees area; Finally, in the specific construction
process, the ancient trees rejuvenation should

be properly taken.
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11. Path construction design for protecting the ancient kilns

3 Design Focus

In the process of site survey, designers
emphasized some focuses as:

(1) Route selection in landscape planning:
Transportation system in this landscape
planning was designed around three buildings
to form a functional division and road system
of the entire site. The road system only made
few changes to the original path. In order to
preserve the ancient trees, the conventional
symmetrical entrance was relocated aside.

(2) Soil and drainage: As the elevation
after the construction of road infrastructure
was higher than the original site, low-lying
areas were at risk of being flooded after heavy
rainfall. So designers set a concealed drainage

ditch in front of the woods and reduced the

amount of earth pile.

(3) Protection of ancient trees: As a
precious heritage of the site, 354 native trees
needed rejuvenation during the construction,
the main specific protection approaches
include: first, clearing the surrounding small
woods and brushes and vines on the branches
and crowns; second, in case of larger elevation
difference between trees and designed
expectation, a masonry wall as high as 8 to 10
times of the DBH (diameter at breast height)
is built. Some drain pipes will be set when
the site elevation is higher than the elevation
of trees; third, the branches of withered trees
should be truncated from the part above
ground. Instead of hard pavement, ventilation

pavement or ground vegetation planting was
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Before: The original plant lacked of planning, the overlying soil layer and
heritage protection layer were very close to the earth surface.
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After: In order to protect the ancient kilns, we have to ensure the excavation
depth within the control line, and provide appropriate planting design.
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utilized. Soil improvement was required to
increase moisture and organic matters; in
addition, the application of growth regulators
was applied to the weak trees for postponing
senility. Although the designers tried to retain
as many trees as possible, but during the

construction, 324 trees survived ultimately.

4 Conclusion

In this project, we are trying to solve
design problems from the ecological
perspective, hoping that the gods —
underground life (ancient kilns) and life on
the ground (ancient trees) in this site continue
their lives on this protected and revitalized
land, narrating the tranquil but brilliant

history to descendents. LAF






