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Bottiere-Chénaie Eco-district in Nantes, France
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Abstract ...

The Bottiere Chénaie Project was rooted in the site's history
and geography. Our work looks to express these attributes in
order to anchor the project in the site, to position it as a single
place. The park and the public spaces are in keeping with the
framework of parcels from the past agricultural occupation.
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Location: Nantes, France

Area (size): 35 hm?

Client: Nantes Metropole

Landscape Architecture: Atelier de Paysages Bruel Delmar
Cost Item: EUR 28 million

Chief Designer: Delmar Christophe

Project Team: Jean-Pierre Pranlas-Descours (Architect and urban

planning); Confluences Ingenieurs Conseil (Water treatment); SCE

Amenagement & Environnement (Road technology)
Design Period: 2008 ~ 2010
Construction Period: 2011 ~ 2015

Awards: 2009 France National Prize of Ecological District Prize
2011 Urban Art Prize of Robert Auzelle Prize (France National

Association)

2012 the Regional First Prize for Urban Design & Public Space

(France Regional Authority)
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1. EFRIAEHARITERENERETHKX © Atelier de
Paysages Bruel Delmar

2. BRI © Atelier de Paysages Bruel Delmar

3. #HEHEEHNITX © Atelier de Paysages Bruel Delmar

AT L8 IR ARG A 25 DX H AR T 24 3
R D S A R o R P IR T s
TR, HERER T T REZ M
RN K o PSS VFIT i UK Rtk
7 eIt %, AATRIATX A AT A
15 | HE TS A Rl

FRATHY BT ™ 21 M ) I BB (0
SR A 7E 37 X I H AT, LA
LA 2 FAE D — A B AR SE L BT
AR HESR | 23 Pl A JE S (A RS 1o 2%
AT AE B R R BB BRAE S . AE X} T
ARGER R, BB S AU
AL RS Sl TR

8 2R R - PG ) 9 28 Bl B T
[ A Ak B A DX A 22 7K B9 4 DX B 9 4

The reopened brook restores connections between the
neighbourhoods © Atelier de Paysages Bruel Delmar
Master plan © Atelier de Paysages Bruel Delmar

Shared gardens and new neighbourhoods © Atelier de
Paysages Bruel Delmar
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5. The canal collecting the rain water from the mall © Atelier de Paysages Bruel Delm:
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e ditch collecting the rain water ffom the public library © Atelier de Paysages Bruel Delmar’
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7. BFRAEHARITAEET © Atelier de Paysages
Bruel Delmar

8. BHNERAEGLMASTNER ., © Jean-Dominique Billaud

9. EHRIAHARAIAEIRAA T AL, © Atelier
de Paysages Bruel Delmar

7. The rediscovered Gohards © Atelier de Paysages Bruel
Delmar

8.  Children like to play around the Gohards brook. © Jean-
Dominique Billaud

9.  The rediscovered brook is the heart of the park. © Atelier
de Paysages Bruel Delmar
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The Botti¢re-Chénaie project is rooted in
the site’s history and geography. A history
marked on the ground by our occupation, a
geological past that had left layers of confined
ground-water, allowing boreholes and human
occupation, taking advantage of this situation
to introduce parcels of gardening at the town
entrance.

Our work looks to express these attributes
in order to anchor the project in the site, to
position it as a single place. The new urban
frame, the park and the public spaces are in
keeping with the framework of parcels from
the past agricultural occupation. In a spirit of
sedimentation, the new script is drawn over
the lines of the existing walls.

The park, facing southeast and northwest,
asserts the new link between the old Doulon
neighborhoods and Bottiere community
housing, while escorting the new mall. An
urban park that goes hand in hand with the
new densities, the predominantly indigenous
vegetation will contribute to the expression

of a nature regained. The wish to uncover

the Gohards Brook comes from wanting to
express the memory of these places, and in
particular, their geography. It becomes the
heart of the park and the collection point for
the new neighborhood’s rainwater, which
makes its way here via channels and canals.
The streets also facilitates this work, acting
as collection ditches for rainwater and as
concrete path shared amongst pedestrians,
cyclists and cars. Under the windows of the
new houses, vegetation occupies more than
50% of the public spaces, contributing to
a slow-down in the local warming due to
global warming and bring a new ecological
landscape in this eco-district.

There are numerous traces of man’s
understanding of the site from the past.
Among them, several reservoirs that stored
water, whose links to wells remain and form
part of the identity of the place. In addition
to preserving and restoring some of them, we
planned to use wind energy to revitalize the
provision of water for the future allotments

and the park. Therefore, we set up wind

turbines to raise the water in different parts
of the area. There are seven of them; four are
used to irrigate vegetable gardens and three to
replenish the water of the main canal during
dry periods.

But our work is not only in the master
plan and the park. An important part of the
concept focuses on the public spaces — the
streets, alleys, passages, squares, in order to
take the opportunity to create new spaces to
share. Shared spaces for all types of vehicles,
cars, bikes, pedestrians and handicapped

persons; sharing with nature and contributing

10, 11. & 7T MKH “2IA#" © Atelier de Paysages Bruel
Delmar

12, FKEZRUKEE © Atelier de Paysages Bruel Delmar

13,  #HHXFHAFTIE © Atelier de Paysages Bruel
Delmar

14.  RE/NEBHEHR R © Atelier de Paysages Bruel
Delmar

10, 11. The “foot bath" filled with rain water © Atelier de
Paysages Bruel Delmar

12. The ditch collecting the runoff water © Atelier de
Paysages Bruel Delmar

13. Pedestrian alley of the Sécherie neighbourhood ©
Atelier de Paysages Bruel Delmar

14. Grasses and fruit trees along the pedestrian alley ©
Atelier de Paysages Bruel Delmar
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to the refreshment of the urban atmosphere
as well as bringing more biodiversity into the
city. The new streets and alleys communicate
with each other to create a framework for
pedestrians and soft mobility. Kids can
reach their school or the public park without
crossing any busy traffic road. This safe way
of navigating, of changing urban attitudes and
collaborating to make life more serene for the
new inhabitants.

The question of car parking was one of the
first issues to solve in order to fill the canvas
with nature rather than with rows of parked
cars on the streets. Each block requires a
certain amount of underground car parking,
one for one apartment. Fortunately, it is a

very low ratio largely due to the extremely

rich offer of the public transport network.
There is also some outdoor visitors parking.
They are, surrounded by low walls and
fences of fruit trees, like enclosures which
evoke the horticultural past of the site. This
preamble allows us to share the streets in two
equal parts: 50% mineral / 50% vegetation.
The concrete pavement offers a path for all
types of circulation, which are close to the
low ditches, collecting rainwater from the
surrounding buildings and the public spaces.
The circulation of the collected water goes
through the area, going along these streets
towards the main canal that stores and acts
as a flood control measure against the one-
in-ten-year flood. The ditches are planted

with hygrophilous vegetation such as willow
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trees, alder and ash trees and a low level of
mixed perennials based on Phragmites. The
vegetation helps to purify the water before
finally releasing it into the river.

The main plaza, newly named ‘place
du commandant Cousteau’ in honor of this
famous French sea ecologist Jacques-Yves
Cousteau, is orientated toward a kind of
‘foot bath’, a low water pool reached by a
slight slope. This is the final point of water
collection and control before it flows into the
River Gohards.

This river is now the ‘soul’ of the district,
flowing into the center of the new public park.
In summer time, it offers a happy opportunity
for children, and sometimes adults, to refresh
in the course of this rediscovered water.
This part of our work is representative of
the way our team creates projects to be
places to live in, by using the expression of
all the qualities, past and present, which we
uncover from each site. Here in Nantes, we
discovered, as in a treasure hunt, that a small
river had been captured in a pipe around the
1960s. We had to work hard to convince our
commissioner to allow water to surface. Was
it polluted? Was not it too deep? Was it safe
for children? Today, no one doubts anymore
that sharing moments daily with nature can
bring any danger. Parents and children are
encouraged by the authorities to understand
and appreciate the new eco-district of
Botti¢re-Chénaie. LAF

15. #REMERARKENK © Atelier de Paysages Bruel
Delmar

15. The street and the ditch collecting the rain water ©
Atelier de Paysages Bruel Delmar






