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Draw a Circle in Nature

— Landscape Design for High End Ocean Apartment in Xingcheng, Liaoning
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Abstract ...
The design of this project uses a simple, circular path, which can bring people into

the woods. It launches conversations between human and nature, thus the checks
and balances between them, the eternal theme of landscape architecture is revisited.
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Location: Xingcheng, Huludao City, Liaoning

Area (size): 1.22 hm®

Client: Wancheng Real Estate Co., Ltd.

Landscape Architecture: Farmerson Architects
Cost ltem: RMB 1.8 million

Chief Designer: Musheng Fang

Project Team: Yun Wu, Sufan Zhou, Wenxuan Qiao,
Hui Liu, Huanhuan Wang, Ru Meng, Tingju Geng
Design Period: November, 2009 ~ March, 2010
Construction Period: April ~ July, 2010
Completion Time: July, 2010

Award: Finalist of China Design Exhibition 2012
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Numerous trees grow in the field that intervened by the circle. Combined with
pruning and enrichment planting, it forms diverse natural spaces.

. During the construction process, earthworks achieve a balance within the site.
. The undulating landform of the circle.

A circle gently intervenes in the woods, not far away is the blue Bohai Bay.
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Human Intervention

ASB%

Man and Nature
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Tranquil black pine forest
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Circle is also the walking path. The
pavilion, children playground, court
and viewing platforms all surround this
circle, which is like a necklace that
strings all kinds of treasures.
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Human intervention affords the black
pine forest present another function,
allowing people to enjoy the tranquility
of the forest.
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This is a quite wood, primarily consisting of
pines (Pinus thunbergii). Tt is near the beach,
and changes with the seasons.

On this flourishing wood site, the
designer’s concept started with a circle.
The circle, as a special man-made symbol,
is intertwined with nature resting distinct
identities.

Landscape spaces are designed to be used
by people. Therefore, whether grasses or
stones, light or shadow, river or mountain,
these natural elements in our designs are
just artificial scenes. The key point is how
these natural elements environment. Are
they harmonious with environment, or
contradictory to the environment — these
force us to deeply consider the aesthetic

issues of nature.
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In this design, the circle is a strong
artificial intervention. It provides space for
people’s activity and a stage for nature. As
a path, the circle winds in the wood. When
it meets existing trees, the circle is designed
to form a tree pool. Following the circle,
people will find that nature is like a circular
screen movie presented in front of them. The
recreation spaces, such as swings, porchs,
children’s amusement park, playground and
viewing platform, all extend from the circle.
Similar to freeze-frames in the movie, these
node spaces are the places for people to enjoy
the nature. Therefore, the circle is also like a
necklace which connects precious experiences
between people and nature.

In the wood, the recreation spaces are

designed based on the interaction between

people and nature, and of the relationship

between them. At the entrance, there is a
square swings viewing frame. It does not
only work as a viewing frame to the woods,
but also act as seats and swings. Swinging
between the pavement and lawn, the swings
are also an intervention between nature and
artificiality. The slope of mountain, there is a
porch with sloping roof, facing a small bridge
and a low wall site surrounded by willows.
The porch, as another viewing frame is like
a small wooden cabin in the wood with light
and shadow layer upon layer. Above the slope,
a small enclosure space for communication
faces the open wooden platform extending to
the lower wetland. The surface storm water
is collected into the natural wetlands for

aquatic plants. The wood becomes alive with

the croaking from frogs in summer and ice in
winter.

As the man-made intervention of circle,
this quiet wood shows a new organic life
condition, allowing people to enjoy and share

the abundant natural charm in it. LAF
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8.  Opposite scenery and enclosure landscape are designed
with nature.

9. The wooden gallery is both a rest space and a viewing
frame in connection with nature.

10. Pieces of hosta, dandelion, pennisetum and other
ground cover plants represent the seasonal changes.

11. The circle shuttles in the forest, which draws a circle to
form the tree pool where meeting with the current trees.

12. The linear space extends to the water from the slope
crest

13. Rendering of road and trees
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