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Abstract  Obtaining effective rehabilitation and gaining access to full development 
services are fundamental for children with disabilities to fully participate in society and 
achieve social inclusion. A disabled child’s right to rehabilitation is specially protected 
by law in China and internationally. Chinese law specifically provides that the State shall 
ensure the enjoyment of the right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation services. 
This study shows that in the last five years, the rehabilitation services for children with 
disabilities are generally improved. But due to the incomplete protection mechanism, the 
right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation still could not be fully realized. This 
article concludes that the rehabilitation situation of children with disabilities in China 
presents the general feature of lacking of opportunities and structural imbalance. The 
Chinese government should take more responsibility to improve the rehabilitation 
system for children with disabilities. Specifically, the Chinese government should 
undertake the obligations as stated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to provide rehabilitation services 
for all children with disabilities. To ensure the effective implementation of the right of 
children with different disabilities in different areas, China shall improve the 
rehabilitation legal system, establish an urban-rural integral rehabilitation system, 
enlarge financial invest and increase professional level of rehabilitation staff. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Disability is an evolving concept and the laws in different countries might define 
“disability” and “children with disabilities” differently. In China, according to the special 
disability law — Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Persons 
with Disabilities (LPPD), “children with disabilities” refer to those under 18 years old in 
China’s mainland who have abnormalities or loss of a certain organ or function, 
psychologically, physiologically, or in anatomical structure, and have lost wholly or in 
part the ability to perform an activity in the way considered “normal.” The LPPD further 
categorizes children with disabilities into 7 groups, including: children with visual, 
hearing, speech, physical, intellectual, psychiatric disability and multiple disability.1 
Chapter 2 of the LPPD provides clearly that the State shall take effective measures to 
protect the right of people with disabilities to get rehabilitation services and children with 
disabilities to enjoy priority of medical treatment, habilitation and rehabilitation and 
subsidies of rehabilitation. Children with disabilities shall receive rehabilitation in special 
institutions, communities and their families.2 

International laws stress the importance of enjoyment of the right to rehabilitation for 
children with disabilities. For example, Article 23 of the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) provides that a State Party to the Convention shall 
recognize the right of children with disabilities to special care and ensure that children 
with disabilities have effective access to and receive health care services and 
rehabilitation services. Article 25 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) also states that persons with disabilities have the 
right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health without discrimination 
on the basis of disability. Article 26 of the UNCPRD also requires a State Party to the 
Convention to provide rehabilitation services for persons with disabilities.3  

The implementation of the right to rehabilitation is of great significance for children 
with disabilities, their families and the whole society as well. For children, disability 
might impact their physiological and psychological developments. The pathological 
damage to children with disabilities would be serious with the growth of children with 
disabilities.4 For the majority of children with disabilities, especially for those at a very 
young age, proper rehabilitation services could help children with disabilities recover 

                                                        
1 See 中华人民共和国残疾人保障法 (Law of the People’s Republic of China on Protection of Persons 

with Disabilities) (LPPD) (2008), Art. 2. 
2 Id. Arts. 15, 16 & 17. 
3 Id. 
4 ZHANG Jinming & ZHAO Tizun, 对我国残疾儿童康复的思考 (Problems about Rehabilitation for 

Children with Disabilities in China), 2 中国康复理论与实践 (Chinese Journal of Rehabilitation Theory and 
Practice), 194 (2012). 
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much of their psychological and physiological functions.5 Cousequently, rehabilitation 
could promote comprehensive development and full participation and inclusion in the 
society for children with disabilities. 

Government subsidized rehabilitation services for children with disabilities could 
relieve the economic burden of these children’s families, especially for those living in 
poverty. Such services can also promote family harmony. 

Furthermore, effective rehabilitation could facilitate effects of special education for 
children with disabilities that helps more children with disabilities to become independent 
workforce and finally contributes to the social development. 

The realization of the right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation complies with 
the principles of equality and justice in the Constitution and the law, and also reflects the 
essence of substantive justice. The LPPD mandates governments and relevant 
departments at all levels to take measures to provide rehabilitation services for children 
with disabilities. Government and relevant departments will also need to create and 
improve the rehabilitation service system and carry out key rehabilitation projects in 
different phases through which to help recover or improve the impaired functions of 
children with disabilities and promote their participation in the society.  

This article analyzes the Bulletins of Statistical Data on the Development of the Cause 
of Persons with Disabilities of 2010–2014 (the “Bulletins of 2010–2014”), and its related 
investigation and studies. Moreover, this article mainly focuses on analyzing the statistics 
revealed in the Second China National Sample Survey on Disability 2006 (the “Sample 
Survey 2006”) and the Sixth National Population Census of China in 2010 (the “National 
Population Census 2010”). This article proposes further analysis of the different 
categories, the number and the urban-rural population distribution structure of children 
with disabilities. Moreover, it provides feasible suggestions on improving the protection 
mechanism of rehabilitation for children with disabilities.  

I. CURRENT SITUATION OF REHABILITATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

To implement the UNCRPD and the LPPD, China has adopted a series of legislative 
and policy measures to ensure that children with disabilities get full and effective 
rehabilitation services. The rapid development of the cause of rehabilitation for children 
with disabilities in recent years has been greatly motivated by the efforts and support of 
the government. In 2011, the Outline of the Work for Persons with Disabilities of the 
Twelfth Five-Year Plan put forward that, to improve the rehabilitation service network 
and protection mechanism of rehabilitation. The outline also requires the government to 
accelerate training of rehabilitation professionals during the “Twelfth Five-Year,” to attain 

                                                        
5  LI Yong, SHAO Cuixia & LIANG Aimin et al, 北京市发育障碍儿童康复及其影响因素调查 

(Rehabilitation and Related Affecting Factors in Developmental Disabled Children in Beijing), 10 中国康复

理论与实践 (Chinese Journal of Rehabilitation Theory and Practice), 989 (2008). 
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preliminary realization of the goal of “providing rehabilitation services for all persons 
with disabilities.”6 Furthermore, the government should set up an annual implementation 
scheme of rehabilitation services in order to continuously promote the cause of 
rehabilitation services for people with disabilities. In the past five years, the number of 
children with disabilities receiving rehabilitation services has increased. The level of 
implementation of right to rehabilitation of children with disabilities has improved which 
was reflected in the Bulletins of 2010–2014. 

A. More Children with Visual Disability Receive Rehabilitation at Home 

Visual disability refers to low vision that is not correctible, or reduction of the field of 
vision, caused by various reasons, which affects daily life and social participation.7 In 
China, children with visual disability are referred to as children with blindness and 
children with low vision. The rehabilitation services for the visually impaired include 
orientation and mobility training and deployment of vision assistive devices which could 
be accessed in special education institutions, communities and families. Interestingly, the 
Bulletins of 2010–2014 included statistics generally on assistive devices and blind people 
trained with guided walking but did not track data for children with low vision and blind 
children. The lack of statics prevents the drawing of any accurate conclusion regarding 
specific demographics.  

The government has taken steps to train parents of visually impaired children on the 
rehabilitation process. These efforts will likely increase the effectiveness of rehabilitation 
at home. Through 2010 to 2014, about 130,000 parents of children with low vision 
received training from the governments. The numbers of parents who received training in 
the 5 years were 1,200 in 2010, 7,000 in 2011, 37,000 in 2012, 38,000 in 2013, 36,000 in 
2014 respectively.  

B. More Children with Hearing Disability Receive Hearing and Speech Training,   
Family Rehabilitation Training, Medical Treatment and Deployment of Assistive Devices 

More children with hearing disability now receive hearing and speech training, family 
rehabilitation training, medical treatment, and assistive devices. Hearing disability 
denotes a permanent hearing loss or an inability to hear, or to hear clearly, sounds and 
speech in the surrounding environment, caused by various reasons, which affects daily 
life and social participation.8 Children with hearing disabilities may receive various 
degrees of rehabilitation by medical treatment, deployment of hearing assistive devices 
                                                        

6 See 中国残疾人事业“十二五”发展纲要 (Outline of the Work for Persons with Disabilities of the 
Twelfth Five-Year Plan), available at http://www.gov.cn/jrzg/2011-06/08/content_1879697.htm  (last visited 
Apr. 6, 2015). 

7 See 第二次全国残疾人抽样调查残疾标准 (Disability Criteria of the Second China National Sample 
Survey on Disability), 5 中国残疾人 (Disability in China), 7–9 (2006). 

8 Id. 
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and hearing and speech training, for example, some children obtain hearing by cochlea 
implantation while some could hear with hearing aids. Effective hearing and speech 
training is critical for children with hearing disabilities to master language skill besides 
cochlea implantation or hearing aids. 

The Chinese government has established public professional hearing and speech 
rehabilitation institutions. In the past 5 years, a considerable number of children with 
disabilities received professional hearing and speech training in public rehabilitation 
institutions. According to the Bulletins of 2010–2014, in 2010 and 2011, there were 
19,000 and 27,000 deaf children receiving hearing and speech rehabilitation respectively. 
The number rose to 32,000 in 2012 and the following 2 years kept the record. In 2012 and 
2013, rehabilitation institutions accepted new trainees of deaf children about 20,000 
yearly and the number of 2014 was 19,000, and so in total 59,000 in the 3 years (see 
Table 1). 

 
Table 1  Statistics of Rehabilitation Services and Rehabilitation Relief for Children with Disabilities 
2010–2014 (Unit: thousand) 

Children with 
different 
types of 
disabilities 

Rehabilitation 
services 

Number in 
2010 

Number in 
2011 

Number in 
2012 

Number in 
2013 

Number in 
2014 

Total 
number 

Children with 
visual 
disability 

Training of parents 
of children with 
low vision  

12.0 7.0 37.0 38.0 36.0 130.0 

Rehabilitation for 
new trainees of 
deaf children in 
hearing and speech 
rehabilitation 
institutions of the 
year  

  20.0 20.0 19.0 59.0 

Rehabilitation for all 
deaf children in 
hearing and speech 
rehabilitation 
institutions 

19.0 27.0 32.0 32.0 32.0  

Cochlear 
implantation for 
deaf children living 
in poverty with the 
government’s 
subsidies 

0.7 0.7 4.0 4.3 11.2 20.9 

Free issuing of 
hearing-assistive 
devices by the 
government  

3.0 3.0 4.5 4.5 19.6 34.6 

Children with 
hearing 
disability 

Training of parents 
of deaf children 23.0 30.0 39.0 39.0 39.0 170.0 

(To be continued) 
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(Continued) 
Children with 

different 
types of 
disabilities 

Rehabilitation 
services 

Number in 
2010 

Number in 
2011 

Number in 
2012 

Number in 
2013 

Number in 
2014 

Total 
number 

Corrective 
operations, fitting 
assistive devices 
and providing 
post-operative 
rehabilitation for 
poor children with 
the government’s 
subsidies  

2.1 1.3 6.2 6.7 8.9 25.2 

Children with 
physical 
disability Rehabilitation for 

children with 
cerebral palsy in 
rehabilitation 
institutions with 
the government’s 
subsidies 

21.0 29.0 30.0 35.0 40.0 155.0 

Rehabilitation for  
poor children with 
intellectual 
disability in 
rehabilitation 
institutions with 
the government’s 
subsidies 

Children with 
intellectual 
disability Training of poor 

parents of children 
with intellectual 
disability with the 
government’s 
subsidies 

27.0 28.0 20.0 24.0 31.0 130.0 

Children with 
psychiatric 
disability 

Rehabilitation for 
children with 
autism in 
rehabilitation 
institutions 

5.6 6.9 11.0 17.0 20.0  

Source: China Disabled Persons’ Federation, 2010–2014 年残疾人事业统计公报 (Bulletins of Statistical Data on the 

Development of the Cause of Persons with Disabilities of 2010–2014), available at http://www.cdpf.org.cn/sjzx/tjgb/. 
 

The Chinese government is also actively engaged in promoting family rehabilitation. 
From 2010 to 2014, the government had trained totally 170,000 parents with 
rehabilitation knowledge and skills to improve their ability to implement rehabilitation at 
home. In 2010, 23,000 parents and in 2011, 30,000 parents and through 2012 to 2014, 
39,000 parents got trained every year (see Table 1). 

Most of the families of children with disabilities could not afford the high cost of 
cochlear implantation and subsequent rehabilitation training, not to mention those 
families in poverty. In response, the Chinese government implemented the Salvage 
Therapy and Rehabilitation Project for children who are 6 years old or younger and with 
disabilities and limited financial means to give assistance to cover all or part of the costs 
of cochlear implantation in different situation. 20,900 poor children with hearing 
disabilities received cochlear implantation and post-operative rehabilitation training 
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funded by special rehabilitation assistance program of the government from 2010 to 2014. 
In 2010 and 2011, each year witnessed 700 children with hearing disabilities receiving 
subsidies and in 2012, 4,000, in 2013, 4,300 and 2014, 11,200 getting government 
assistance which revealed a steady increasing tendency of the rehabilitation assistance 
recipients. Regarding supply of hearing aids, during the period of 2010–2014, a total 
number of 34,600 poor children with hearing disabilities were funded by the government 
through special rehabilitation assistance program to provide hearing aids, of which 3,000 
recipients in the years of 2010 and 2011, 4,500 in 2012 and 2013 and rapidly increasing 
beneficiaries of 19,600 in 2014 (see Table 1). 

C. More Children with Physical Disability Receive Corrective Operations, Assistive 
Devices and Post-Operative Rehabilitation Training 

Children with physical disability receive corrective operations, assistive devices and 
post-operative rehabilitation training now. Physical disability refers to structural or 
functional damage to the body’s motor system, which resulted in loss of limbs or 
paralysis (palsy), deformity, etc., of the limbs or torso, such that their functions are lost 
and their movement or participation is restricted to varying extents.9 Some physically 
challenged children can recover most of their physiological functions through corrective 
operations, assistive devices and post-operative rehabilitation training. In China, a large 
number of poor families with children with physical disabilities cannot afford 
rehabilitation services for their children. As a result, many children with physical 
disabilities missed the best time for rehabilitation. To change this situation, the Chinese 
government launched a series of rehabilitation assistance programs. From 2010 to 2014, 
the Chinese government provided subsidies for 25,163 poor children with physical 
disabilities to receive corrective operations, assistive devices and post-operative 
rehabilitation. Of all the beneficiaries, the numbers were respectively 2,050 in the year of 
2010, 1,311 in 2011, 6,200 in 2012, 6,700 in 2013, and 8,900 in 2014.  

The incidence and disablement rate of cerebral palsy has been very high in recent 
years and the clinical manifestations of cerebral palsy are characterized by diversity and 
complexity. In China, according to related research, the incidence of cerebral palsy is 
1.8‰–4.0‰.10 The vast majority of children with cerebral palsy have motor dysfunction 
with special physiological and psychological characteristics that brings new and urgent 
requirements for rehabilitation services. Similarly, in order to promote the rehabilitation 
of children with cerebral palsy, the Chinese government implemented rehabilitation 
assistance projects specifically for children with cerebral palsy, which benefited totally 
155,000 poor children with cerebral palsy to rehabilitation training in rehabilitation 
                                                        

9 See Disability Criteria of the Second China National Sample Survey on Disability, fn. 7. 
10 LIANG Qiuyan, ZHANG Pande & YANG Jiehua et al, 高危脑瘫婴幼儿早期康复干预对运动功能的影响

(Effects of Early Rehabilitation on Motor Function of High Risk Infants with Cerebral Palsy), 12 中国康复医

学杂志 (Chinese Journal of Rehabilitation Medicine), 1137 (2009). 
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institutions from 2010 to 2014. The specific numbers of the beneficiaries were 
respectively 21,000 in the year of 2010, 29,000 in 2011, 30,000 in 2012, 35,000 in 2013 
and 40,000 in 2014 (see Table 1), which indicates a steady increase of children with 
cerebral palsy getting rehabilitation services year by year.  

D. More Children with Intellectual and Psychiatric Disabilities Receive Rehabilitation 
Training in Professional Institutions 

There are also now more children with intellectual and psychiatric disability who are 
receiving rehabilitation training in professional institutions. Intellectual disability refers to 
the clearly lower intelligence of a person than the normal level, which brings an 
accompanying behavioral impairment.11 In general, children with intellectual disabilities 
lack enough ability of self-care and self-protection. As for children with mild and 
moderate intellectual disabilities, their self-care ability and social skills could be 
improved by effective rehabilitation training, so as to be able to engage in simple labor 
and social activities independently. Investigation shows that, most of the families of 
children with intellectual disabilities are living in poverty and special rehabilitation 
training and plan for children with intellectual disabilities are absent in the current 
community rehabilitation programs.12 Since the year of 2010, the Chinese government 
has started special rehabilitation assistance program for children with intellectual 
disabilities to provide professional training in institutions; meanwhile, the Chinese 
government trains parents of children with disabilities to carry out rehabilitation training 
at home. From 2010 to 2014, the figures of children with intellectual disabilities receiving 
rehabilitation training in institutions and at home were 27,000, 28,000, 20,000, 24,000 
and 31,000 respectively and totaled 130,000 for the five years. Additionally, the same 
number of parents of poor children with intellectual disability got trained in the same year. 
The severe situation of rehabilitation for children with intellectual disabilities has been 
alleviated. 

Psychiatric disability refers to a range of psychiatric disorders that have continued for 
more than one year without being cured, and the existing cognitive, affective or 
behavioral disorder affects daily life and participation in society.13 The situation of 
rehabilitation for children with psychiatric disabilities is not optimistic due to the scarce 
financial assistance from the government. The Bulletins of 2010–2014 only specified the 
situation of rehabilitation of children with autism (Autism is considered as a type of 
psychiatric disability in China) while lacking the overall statistics on rehabilitation for 
children with psychiatric disabilities. There has been an increasing trend of children with 
autism receiving rehabilitation training in institutions year by year that could be testified 
by the following statistics — 5,600 children with autism got training in 2010, 6,900 in 
                                                        

11 See Disability Criteria of the Second China National Sample Survey on Disability, fn. 7. 
12 GE Zhongming & ZANG Yuli, 中国残疾人研究 (China Journal of Welfare Studies on the Disabled), 

Shandong University Press (Jinan), at 190 (2011). 
13 See Disability Criteria of the Second China National Sample Survey on Disability, fn. 7. 
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2011, 11,000 in 2012, 17,000 in 2013 and 20,000 in 2014. However, unlike the situation on 
rehabilitation subsidies of children with visual disabilities and children with hearing 
disabilities revealed in the Bulletins of 2010–2014, whether the children with autism trained 
in institutions got subsidies from the government or not was not mentioned in the Bulletins. 

II. THE CHALLENGES TO REALIZE THE RIGHT OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES TO 
REHABILITATION 

China has the largest population of people with disabilities in the world. According to 
the Sample Survey 2006, the number of children with disabilities under 17 years old is 
estimated to be about 5,043,000, accounting for 6.08% of the total disabled population. Of 
the children with disabilities, children with visual disability amounted to 241,000; children 
with hearing disability amounted to 205,000; children with speech disability amounted to 
369,000; children with physical disability amounted to 899,000; children with intellectual 
disability amounted to 1,749,000; children with psychiatric disability amounted to 145,000; 
and children with multiple disability amounted to 1,435,000 (see Table 2). Children with 
disabilities in rural areas constitute 80.13% of all children with disabilities in China.14 The 
large population of children with disabilities combining with the unique population 
structure and the unbalanced development of different regions pose challenges to the 
current rehabilitation services. Although the Chinese government actively establishes 
rehabilitation services with Chinese characteristics, children with disabilities still face the 
challenges. 

 
Table 2  The Second China National Sample Survey on Disability 2006, Types, Percentages and Numbers of 
0–17 Years Old Children with Disabilities; Estimated Calculation on the Basis of the National Population 
Census 2010 

Types of disability Percentages 
(%) 

Numbers of 2006   
(thousand) 

Numbers of 2010 
(thousand) 

Visual disability 4.8 241 248 

Hearing disability 4.1 205 212 

Speech disability 7.3 369 377 

Physical disability 17.8 899 920 

Intellectual disability 34.7 1749 1794 

Psychiatric disability 2.9 145 150 

Multiple disability 28.5 1435 1473 

Total 100.0 5043 5169 

Source: 第二次全国残疾人抽样调查残疾标准 (Disability Criteria of the Second China National Sample Survey on 

Disability), 5 中国残疾人 (Disability in China), 7−9 (2006).  

                                                        
14 The Office of Second China National Sample Survey on Disability, 第二次全国残疾全国残疾人抽样调

查主要数据手册 (Handbook on Main Statistics of the Second China National Sample Survey on Disability), 
Huaxia Press (Beijing), (2007). 
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A．Rehabilitation Service System Does Not Cover All Children with Different Types and 
Grades of Disabilities according to the Bulletins of 2010–2014 

There were virtually no statistics on rehabilitation services and rehabilitation 
assistance for children with speech disability and multiple disability. In practice, some 
children with speech disability and multiple disability receive rehabilitation services or 
assistance in China, the Bulletins of 2010–2014 did not track the relevant information. 
Speech disability refers to different degrees of speech impairment that have occurred for 
various reasons (received medical treatment for more than one year without being cured 
or  the course of disease prolonged for more than two years), such that the person 
affected is unable to, or finds difficulty in, carrying out normal activities involving 
interaction through speech communication, thus affecting daily life and participation in 
society (this classification does not apply to those less than 3 years old). Multiple 
disability refers to the existence of two or more disabilities at once.15 What should be 
pointed out is that about 7.3% of all children with disabilities had speech disability and 
28.5% had multiple disability according to the Sample Survey 2006. Furthermore, based 
on statistics of the National Population Census 2010, the numbers of children with speech 
disability and multiple disability were estimated to reach 377,000 and 1,473,000 
respectively in 2010. Thus, the Chinese government should emphasize the rehabilitation 
of children with speech disability and multiple disability.  

Even with the same type of disability, the characteristics of disability determine the 
rehabilitation services that children might get. For example, the Bulletins of 2010–2014 
stressed that rehabilitation services for children with low vision were financially assisted 
by the government. However, the Bulletins did not provide statistics on children trained 
with guided walking. Similarly, except for related statistics on rehabilitation services for 
deaf children provided by the government, the Bulletins did not release data on the 
deployment of hearing aids for children with severe hearing impairments. On 
rehabilitation of children with physical disability and psychiatric disability, the Bulletins 
only highlighted the situation of rehabilitation of children with autism. Therefore, the 
Chinese government should pay more attention to the rehabilitation of children with 
disabilities except the blind children, children with serious hearing impairments and 
children with autism. 

B．The Proportion of Children with Five Types of Disabilities Receiving Rehabilitation Is 
Low according to the Bulletins of 2010–2014 

In China, the number of children with disabilities getting rehabilitation services has 
generally increased. However, comparing with the large population of children with 
disabilities, the ratio of receiving rehabilitation services is still very low. According to 
statistics of the National Population Census 2010 and the Sample Survey 2006, the 
                                                        

15 See Disability Criteria of the Second China National Sample Survey on Disability, fn.7. 
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number of children with disabilities aged 0–17 years reached 5,169,000 in 2010. There 
was huge imbalance between demand and supply of rehabilitation services in practice. 
According to some surveys, only 57.9% of children with disabilities aged 0–17 years got 
rehabilitation services in Guangzhou and Dongying.16  

According to the Bulletins of 2010–2014, rehabilitation vary greatly with different 
types of disabilities as children with intellectual, physical and psychiatric disabilities face 
more challenges to get rehabilitation services.  

Only very small proportion of children with intellectual disability get rehabilitation 
assistance from the government. The Sample Survey 2006 showed that 34.7% of children 
with disabilities aged 0–17 years had intellectual disability. It is estimated that the number 
of children with intellectual disability rose to 1,794,000 in 2010. From 2010 to 2014, the 
total number of poor children with intellectual disability receiving special rehabilitation 
assistance from the government was 130,000. The data reflected that the ratio of poor 
children with intellectual disability receiving rehabilitation assistance was very low 
annually. In fact, even smaller proportion of children with physical disability get 
rehabilitation assistance from the government. There were 920,000 children with physical 
disabilities in 2010, while from 2010 to 2014, only 25,163 poor children with physical 
disabilities got rehabilitation assistance, the annual ratio was even lower. As for children 
with psychiatric disability, rehabilitation resource from the government is seriously scarce 
and correspondingly the situation is not optimistic. The number of children with 
psychiatric disability rose to 150,000 in 2010. It was estimated that there were 20,000 
children with autism receiving training in rehabilitation institutions in 2014. However, 
most of the families of the children with autism had to carry the burden of all the training 
costs. A special survey on rehabilitation needs of 3,581 children with autism nationwide 
showed that only 49.8% of these were assisted by the government. The data showed that 
up to 50.2% of these never got any rehabilitation assistance from the government.17 In 
addition, so far, the government does not collect data on rehabilitation of children with 
other psychiatric disability except autism. 

C．Professional and Effective Rehabilitation Is Generally Insufficient for Children with 
Disabilities 

The rehabilitation services lack expertise and effective rehabilitation efficacy,18 
which influences the full realization of the right of children with disabilities to 
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rehabilitation. Children with different categories or different degrees of disabilities have 
different rehabilitation needs and require professional and individual rehabilitation 
services,19 while in fact very few children could get such services.20 Relevant survey 
finds that the majority of parents of children with disabilities are not satisfied with the 
rehabilitation effects. Among those who get assistive devices, some do not get assistive 
devices which meet their individual needs. Take Guangzhou and Dongying as examples, a 
considerable proportion of the children with disabilities aged 0–17 years are not provided 
with the specific assistive devices,21 while some receiving the free assistive devices could 
not use the devices correctly which also lead to poor efficacy of rehabilitation. Regarding 
the trainings for parents, though the government would provide training for parents of 
children with visual, hearing and intellectual disabilities on family rehabilitation every 
year, some parents receiving such trainings complained about the gap between the 
streamlined training and practices of rehabilitation at home. Unfortunately, the 
implementation of rehabilitation at home is not optimistic.22 

D．Regional and Urban-Rural Disparities of Rehabilitation of Children with Disabilities 
Are Significant 

For children with disabilities in different geographic regions of China, the 
implementation of their right to rehabilitation varies greatly. In the developed areas along 
the east coast of China, such as Guangdong, Jiangsu and Zhejiang Provinces, more and 
more children with disabilities receive free rehabilitation training and assistive devices. 
The local governments in these areas not only carry out the Salvage Rehabilitation Project 
for children with disabilities aged 0–6 years covering all 7 categories of disability but also 
develop supportive rehabilitation project for children with disabilities aged 7–14. In 
addition, the development of advanced rehabilitative technology improves the 
rehabilitation practices there. A large number of children with disabilities are socially 
inclusive through rehabilitation. While in the underdeveloped areas of central and western 
China, there are far less children with disabilities getting rehabilitation services compared 
with eastern areas. The regional disparities of rehabilitation practices are obvious. For 
example, only small proportion of poor children with disabilities in the western areas 
could get financial assistance from the Salvage Rehabilitation Project for children with 
disabilities aged 0–6 years. Indeed, the related studies on this topic demonstrate that most 
of these focus on rehabilitation situation of children with disabilities in the developed 
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areas of the east coast. Only very few studies are about the rehabilitation of children with 
disabilities in central and western areas of China.  

The implementation of the right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation varies 
greatly between urban and rural areas. Children with disabilities in rural areas face more 
challenges to exercise the rehabilitation right. In many rural places of China, there is even 
no community rehabilitation center. By comparison, children with disabilities in rural 
areas get much less rehabilitation services than those in big cities, such as Beijing, 
Shanghai, 23  Guangzhou and Shenzhen. Survey indicates that rehabilitation rate of 
children with disabilities of low-income families in Guangzhou and Dongying and of 
families in rural places are both significantly lower than the average level.24 Many rural 
places do not have community rehabilitation centers for people with disabilities. In 
addition parents of children with disabilities have not realized the importance of early 
rehabilitation for their children with disabilities and most of children with disabilities 
aged 0–6 do not receive any rehabilitation services.  

III. DETERMINANTS OF THE REALIZATION OF RIGHT OF CHILDREN WITH 
DISABILITIES TO REHABILITATION 

Various factors influence the realization of the right of children with disabilities to 
rehabilitation. On the macro level, the economic development and cultural tradition exert 
great effect on rehabilitation. While on the micro level, the public’s awareness regarding 
disability and rehabilitation, family condition of children with disabilities and degrees of 
disabilities, all bring influence on the realization of the right of children with disabilities 
to rehabilitation. Currently, the implementation of right of children with disabilities to 
rehabilitation is not optimistic in China. The reason is deeply rooted in the incomplete 
protection mechanism of rehabilitation services for children with disabilities.  

A. Legislation on the Protection of Right of Children with Disabilities to Rehabilitation Is 
Not Complete 

The implementation of rights depends much on complete legislation. The flawed legal 
system protecting rights of children with disabilities to rehabilitation brings negative   
impact on the implementation of right to rehabilitation. In nature, the LPPD could be 
regarded as law of rights and of management as well. In order to implement the 
UNCRPD, in 2008, the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress amended 
the LPPD. The LPPD underscores rehabilitation and stipulates clearly that children with 
disabilities have right to rehabilitation. But when taking a closer look, it is evident that the 
LPPD does not make precise distinction between mandatory and guiding articles. Chapter 
Two on “Rehabilitation” of the LPPD is mainly about the basic principles of 
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rehabilitation and most of the articles of obligations and legal liability are ambiguous 
such as the subjects of liability could hardly be ascertained, which made it very hard to 
enforce in practices. The effectiveness of the legal system of protecting right of children 
with disabilities to rehabilitation could not be guaranteed due to deficiencies of the law. It 
should also be noted that the practical effectiveness has been compromised considerably 
by the poor enforcement of the existing law. China does not have special legislation on 
rehabilitation and assistive devices. By contrast with legal system of protecting right of 
children with disabilities to education, China lacks systematic protection of the right of 
children with disabilities to rehabilitation.25 Through the above analysis it is probably 
safe to draw the conclusion that the right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation 
could not be protected fully and effectively in practices in the framework of the current 
legal system and policies. 

B. Special Funds of the Government for Rehabilitation Services for Children with 
Disabilities Are Insufficient 

The government does not invest sufficiently in rehabilitation services for children 
with disabilities, which directly affects the establishment and improvement of 
rehabilitation service system for children with disabilities. Moreover, the government 
input affects the families’ decision on whether giving the opportunities to their children 
with disabilities to sign up for rehabilitation services. Eventually, the government’s fund 
policy impacts the realization of the right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation.  

On one hand, the public rehabilitation institutions are always underfunded, thus 
unable to provide adequate services for children with disabilities. The small number and 
scale of private rehabilitation institutions could not provide high quality services for 
children with disabilities either. The low charges in many private institutions especially 
for those children from poor families bring tremendous financial pressure. A survey on 
Shanghai shows that, the charge of rehabilitation services for children with disabilities is 
lower than adults with disabilities. The harsh financial stress leads to a sharp drop of 
private rehabilitation institutions.26  

On the other hand, rehabilitation is a long process with a high cost. The current health 
care system and the government subsidies for rehabilitation cannot relieve the enormous 
economic pressure for families of children with disabilities. As a result, many children 
with disabilities have to give up medical treatment and rehabilitation opportunities. In 
Rehabilitation Department of Shanghai Children’s Hospital, the average time of 
rehabilitation training lasts 1–2 years, with expenses of up to RMB5,000–6,000 per 
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month.27 Accordingly, the rehabilitation training usually costs at least RMB100,000 for 
two years. The survey also finds that the average cost of children with physical 
disabilities to install and replace crutches, orthotics, prosthetics, wheelchairs and walking 
training is around RMB50,000. The average cost of children with hearing disabilities to 
implant artificial electronic cochlea and the subsequent hearing and speech training is 
about RMB200,000. The average cost of rehabilitation for children with cerebral palsy 
and for children with autism in special rehabilitation institutions are both 
RMB40,000–50,000 per year. It is estimated that the total costs of rehabilitation for 
children with disabilities add up to RMB1,000,000 per capita before 16 years old.28 In 
reality, very few families could afford the expensive rehabilitation services. Therefore, 
rehabilitation is still out of reach for a large number of children with disabilities.   

C. The Quantity and Quality of Rehabilitation Professionals for Children with Disabilities 
Are Woefully Inadequate 

In China, the quantity and quality of medical rehabilitation professionals and 
community rehabilitation professionals cannot meet the huge rehabilitation demands of 
children with disabilities. Such situation exerts negative influence on the development of 
the cause of rehabilitation for children with disabilities, and further hinders the 
implementation of right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation.  

The personnel training of medical rehabilitation cannot meet the needs of 
rehabilitation centers. China has developed special rehabilitation centers at different 
administrative levels to provide professional rehabilitation services for people with 
disabilities, including children with disabilities. The government includes community 
rehabilitation for persons with disabilities in the primary health service system. However, 
investigation shows that so far most rehabilitation centers have been equipped with 
facilities needed while lack competent staff. The following facts account for this problem. 
The rehabilitation medicine started late in China. It was not until 1989 when China began 
to set up rehabilitative treatment major in medical schools and universities. In 2003, the 
criteria of rehabilitation medicine courses and evaluation of rehabilitation professions was 
first introduced. Presently, there is still great shortage of rehabilitation professionals 
graduated from medical schools. Even in major cities such as Shanghai, known as a 
developed city, the rehabilitation personnel are scarce. The Rehabilitation Department of 
Shanghai Children’s Hospital has ten rehabilitation professionals in total, while serving 
70–80 children. By the average of three hours of rehabilitation training per day for one 
child, the rehabilitation professionals bear enormous work-load.29  
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At present, lack of professionals and the unbalanced structure seriously affect the 
service capacity of the community rehabilitation centers.30 Most of the understaffed 
community rehabilitation centers cannot run normally in practice, not to mention to 
provide quality services for children with disabilities in the communities at all.  

D. Rehabilitation Service System for Children with Disabilities Is Not Perfect 

China has established a community-based service system. The system is mainly led 
by the rehabilitation institutions and supported by the families and social organizations. 
However, the rehabilitation of institutions, communities and families face many problems 
in terms of scale, quantity and quality. Moreover, other social organizations do not fully 
play the role of providing rehabilitation services. To date, the small number and scale 
along with the unbalanced regional distribution of rehabilitation institutions restrict the 
enjoyment of rehabilitation services for children with disabilities. In China, most of the 
rehabilitation institutions are built up in big or medium-sized cities in the developed areas. 
Thus it is hard for children with disabilities in other areas to get effective rehabilitation 
services. Moreover, the limited service capacity of the institutions cannot meet great 
rehabilitation demands of children with disabilities. For example, only very few big 
rehabilitation institutions is able to serve 100 children per year. Community rehabilitation 
institutions could not provide professional services for children with disabilities. At 
present, the community rehabilitation institutions develop slowly. The rehabilitation 
facilitators generally lack professional knowledge of rehabilitation, especially the 
knowledge of serving children with intellectual disability and multiple disability. All 
these factors pose challenges to carry out the community rehabilitation for children with 
disabilities. Most of the parents of children with disabilities do not receive any special 
training. As a result, they are not capable of providing rehabilitation trainings for their 
children at home. In contrast with the large number of parents of children with disabilities, 
only a very small proportion has opportunities to get trained with rehabilitation 
knowledge and skills. There are also some parents with a low level of education who are 
unable to complete the related trainings. Thus they could not provide rehabilitation 
training for their children at home. Special education institutions cannot provide 
“combination of rehabilitation and education” for children with disabilities. Most of the 
special education institutions are mainly for children with visual disability, hearing 
disability and intellectual disability. The relevant programs of “combination of 
rehabilitation and education” carried out in such places are still at the exploration stage.  

The supportive system of assistive devices for children with disabilities is not 
complete. In China, the level of the research, development and application of 
rehabilitation assistive devices for children with disabilities is not high. Take hearing aids 
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for instance, the general price of hearing aids made in China is about RMB1,000 which is 
affordable for ordinary families. As for the quality and effects of the domestic hearing 
aids, which are far worse than the imported ones, such as Siemens and Licongtang. 
However, the prices of hearing aids imported are generally over RMB10,000, while the 
ordinary families usually cannot afford. The professional level of assistive devices service 
is not high. According to related research, the assistive devices for children with 
disabilities are still at the level of sales and distributions. Additionally, the fitting work 
based on professional evaluation and individual needs just started recently in some 
developed cities like Shanghai, Guangzhou and Shenzhen.31  

IV. SUGGESTIONS ON IMPROVING PROTECTION MECHANISM TO REALIZE RIGHT OF 
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES TO REHABILITATION 

It is a difficult task to promote the cause of rehabilitation and facilitate the realization 
of right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation. It requires great efforts and active 
participation of the entire society. Based on the above analysis of the rehabilitation 
practices in China, it is essential to adopt the concept of rights and improve the legal 
protection mechanism of right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation.  

A .Improve the Legal System to Protect Right of Children with Disabilities to 
Rehabilitation 

Most of the world’s developed countries and areas have relatively sound legal system 
to protect right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation. To improve the legal system 
of protecting right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation, China shall take the 
advanced international experiences for reference and fully consider the practices in China. 
As provided in the UNCRC, the State Parties undertake to ensure that children with 
disabilities have access to rehabilitation services, including preventative health care, 
medical, psychological and functional treatment, and financial assistance as well.32 It is 
also worth noting that the UNCRPD has special article on children with disabilities,33  
and articles on health34 and on habilitation and rehabilitation.35 The UNCRPD provides 
contents and forms of rehabilitation services in detail and also sets forth a set of 
obligations for State Parties to ensure the full realization of right of children with 
disabilities to rehabilitation. State Parties shall provide rehabilitation services, train the 

                                                        
31 DING Yong & CHEN Shaofeng, 残疾儿童权利与保障 (Rights of Children with Disabilities and 

Protection of the Rights), Nanjing Normal University Press (Nanjing), at 87–90 (2014). 
32  The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1990), Art. 23, available at 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx (last visited Apr. 6, 2015). 
33 The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) (2006), Art. 7, 

available at http://www.un.org/disabilities/convention/conventionfull.shtml (last visited Apr. 6, 2015). 
34 Id. Art. 25. 
35 Id. Art. 26. 



48 FRONTIERS OF LAW IN CHINA  [Vol. 11: 30 

rehabilitation professionals and staff, and develop, facilitate assistive devices and 
technology.36 The two international conventions set the criteria for domestic legislation 
of protecting the right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation.  

As a State Party of both the UNCRC and the UNCRPD, China shall take further 
measures to fully implement the Conventions, continuously improve the legal system to 
effectively enforce the right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation. The Chinese 
legislature shall enact new Regulation on the Prevention of Disability and Rehabilitation 
of Persons with Disabilities and Regulation on Assistive Devices for Persons with 
Disabilities as soon as possible. The regulations should be more specific and operational. 
In the process, the legislature should widely seek opinions and suggestions of Disabled 
Persons’ Federations, Research Centers of Rehabilitation for Children with Disabilities 
and families of children with disabilities. In addition, in the context of the current 
economic and cultural situation, the legislation should be enacted on the basis of research 
on rehabilitation practices with experts’ suggestions and the government’s support. The 
legislation shall clarity the government’s responsibilities in providing rehabilitation 
services for children with disabilities. Specifically, the legislation should include articles 
on supporting rehabilitation and assistive devices for children with disabilities. 
Furthermore, the legislation should define the enforcement and supervision agencies. 
Legislation on protecting right of children with disabilities shall shift from “soft law” to 
“hard law” to ensure enforcement of the right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation 
eventually.   

B. Incorporate Rehabilitation Services for Children with Disabilities in the Thirteenth 
Five-Year Plan, Expand Financial Assistance for Rehabilitation of Children with 

Disabilities 

The local governments should adhere to the principle of “children first” and 
incorporate rehabilitation of children with disabilities to the local Thirteenth Five-Year 
Plan (2016–2020). The governments should stipulate clearly the functions, tasks, content 
of rehabilitation for children with disabilities, the security bodies and the important 
measures as well. Meanwhile, the local governments should also invest more to 
rehabilitation cause for children with disabilities and include more medical rehabilitation 
and training programs into the health insurance coverage as soon as possible.37 Through 
such efforts, it is more practical to ensure that families of children with disabilities may 
not have to bear the long-term rehabilitation cost and reduce the probability of being poor 
or giving up rehabilitation training due to the high cost. 

In most European countries and in the US, besides the effective enforcement of law, 
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the government’s financial support system also plays an important role in protecting the 
right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation. The Chinese government shall also 
take the main responsibility to provide financial assistance for rehabilitation of children 
with disabilities. On one hand, the governments at all levels need to expand resource 
input to solve the financial problems of rehabilitation institutions and community 
rehabilitation centers. On the other hand, the government should provide rehabilitation 
training for children with disabilities aged 0–6 years as “public goods,” and extend such 
services to children aged 7–14 and 15–17 gradually. In particular, for children with 
multiple disability, the government should invest more and establish long-term 
rehabilitation expenditure mechanism for them.38 Considering the serious unbalanced 
situation of rehabilitation in different areas, the Central Government of China should 
provide more financial assistance to central and western areas focusing on the 
establishment of rehabilitation service system for children with disabilities. 

C. Develop Human Resource in the Rehabilitation Profession and Promote  
Rehabilitation Services for Children with Disabilities 

The UNCRPD and the LPPD state clearly to develop personnel training of 
rehabilitation services. Article 26 of the UNCRPD provides that, States Parties shall 
promote the development of initial and continuing training for professionals and staff 
working in habilitation and rehabilitation service. States Parties shall also promote the 
availability, knowledge and use of assistive devices and technologies, designed for 
persons with disabilities, as they relate to habilitation and rehabilitation.39 Article 19 of 
the LPPD provides that, “medical colleges and schools and other relevant educational 
institutes shall, in a planned way, offer curricula and specialties on rehabilitation so as to 
train various kinds of rehabilitation specialists. The state and society shall provide various 
forms of technical training for personnel engaged in rehabilitation work.”40  

Children with disabilities have different physiological and psychological 
characteristics from the adults with disabilities. Therefore, the rehabilitation professionals 
project or plan of the government and universities should develop a series of standards of 
teaching and training, evaluation and assessment of rehabilitation for children with 
disabilities. The education departments should emphasize strengthening the discipline 
construction of rehabilitative medicine to raise the quality of rehabilitation professionals. 
Higher education institutions ought to take responsibilities to provide qualified personnels 
for rehabilitation institutions. To achieve the goal, the higher education institutions should 
strengthen specialty on rehabilitation for children with disabilities. In addition, those 
institutions should also offer special curricula within the general rehabilitation training 
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plan, such as physiology, psychology of children with disabilities and curricula on 
rehabilitation of children with different disabilities. The training for specialists serving the 
children with multiple disability should get special consideration and support. Moreover, 
China shall establish and improve the training mechanism of professionals on assistive 
devices for people with disabilities. It is also important to develop human resources in 
assistive devices profession to accelerate technological development of assistive devices 
and to supply better services for children with disabilities.  

D. Establish Urban-Rural Integral Rehabilitation Service Mechanism, Benefit More 
Children with Disabilities in Rural Areas 

Social justice is reflected in the establishment of the urban-rural integral rehabilitation 
service mechanism for children with disabilities and the equal protection of their right to 
rehabilitation. In recent years, the urbanization has been developing very rapidly in China. 
The Chinese government reformed the household registration system and abolished the 
binary registration of agricultural and non-agricultural residence. To continuously close 
the gap between urban and rural places and facilitate urban-rural integrated development 
indicates the social development trend of China in the future. 

In this context, considering the fact that there are more children with disabilities 
living in rural areas, the Chinese government should aggressively promote the 
development of urban-rural integral rehabilitation service mechanism. Also, the Chinese 
government should improve rehabilitation services and conditions of the rehabilitation 
centers at province, city (district) levels. Additionally, the Chinese government should 
encourage qualified special education schools, kindergartens and children welfare 
institutions both in urban and rural areas to set up rehabilitation classes based on the 
existing resource to meet the rehabilitation needs of children with disabilities in local 
areas. Besides, the government should also proactively promote the construction of 
community rehabilitation centers in rural places, raise the standardization of rural 
rehabilitation services. To develop an improved mechanism of community rehabilitation 
for children with disabilities in rural places with the government’s guidance and the 
coordination of departments of health, civil affairs, education and the Disabled People’s 
Federation is critical to fully protect the right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation. 
Just as importantly, the government should provide training and guidance for parents of 
children with disabilities in rural places to help them participate and implement 
rehabilitation training for their children at home. 

CONCLUSION 

The social resources devoted exclusively to children with disabilities is the touchstone 
of social justice and base line standard to measure the level of social development and 
civilization of a society. The human right system for children with disabilities has been 
established with the ratification and implementation of the UNCRC and the UNCRPD. 
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Nowadays, in the historical process of entering “The Age of Rights,” full protection of 
rights of children with disabilities deserves more attention of the whole society. 
Particularly, for children with disabilities, the complete and effective legal mechanism 
weighs heavily on safeguarding their rights in practice. The searching results of domestic 
research on rights of children with disabilities focus on right of children with disabilities 
to life,41 property right of children with disabilities,42 equal right of children with 
disabilities to education,43 right of children with disabilities to social participation44 and 
legal principles of the protection of children with disabilities,45 while rarely involve 
rehabilitation for children with disabilities. The right of children with disabilities to 
rehabilitation is a special right protected by law. It is intended to meet the individual 
physical and psychological needs of children with disabilities and help them to improve 
or recover functions and finally enhance their ability to participate in the society. 
According to the general categories of human rights, the special right to rehabilitation 
belongs to the right to health and development. Therefore, it is essential to point out the 
current situation and the problems of rehabilitation of children with disabilities and to put 
forward feasible proposals.  

This article defines the right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation and 

                                                        
41 SHANG Xiaoyuan, 残疾儿童生命权保护的个案研究 (Case Study on Protection of Right to Life of 

Children with Disabilities), 4 山东社会科学 (Shandong Social Sciences), 73–79 (2011).       
42 PENG Lirong, 残疾未成年人财产权的法律保护 (Legal Protection on the Property Right of Disabled 

Juveniles), 10 河北法学 (Hebei Law Science), 129–131 (2009). 
43 MENG Wanjing, LIU Zaihua & LIU Yujuan, 采取有力措施促进残疾儿童教育权利平等和机会公平——

六论残疾儿童教育公平 (Adopting Effective Measures to Promote Equality of Rights and Opportunity Equality 
of Education for Children with Disabilities — Sixth Comments on Equality of Education of Children with 
Disabilities), 4 中国特殊教育 (Chinese Journal of Special Education), 3–6 (2007); CHEN Yunying, 保障特殊

儿童的教育权利 (Protecting Right to Education of Children with Special Needs), 5 教育研究 (Educational 
Research), 13–15 (2008); PENG Xingpeng & DENG Meng, 论全纳教育思想与特殊儿童的教育权利诉求 
(Inclusive Education Theory and Right of Children with Special Needs to Education), 2 华中师范大学学报（人

文社会科学版）[Journal of Central China Normal University (Humanities and Social Sciences)], 142–146 
(2011); LIU Wenjing,《残疾人权利公约》视角下的残疾儿童受教育权研究 (Study on the Right of Children with 
Disabilites to Educaiton from the Perspetive of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilites), 4 
理论界 (Theory Horizon), at 82–87 (2015). 

44 XIE Jiawen & SHANG Xiaoyuan, 社会组织在支持未成年残疾人参与权利实现中的功能分析 (Analysis 
of Functions of Social Organizations in Realization of Rights of Minors with Disabilities), 3 青年研究 (Youth 
Studies), 39–41 (2009); LIU Kun, 残疾儿童的社会参与及促进 (Social Participation and Promotion of 
Children with Disabilities), 6 社会福利 (China Social Welfare), 24–25 (2011); HOU Jingjing, 我国残疾儿童

文化权利的社区实现之现状与影响因素 (Current Situation and Influnece Factors of Realization of Cultural 
Rights of Children with Disabilities in Communities in China), 1 甘肃社会科学 (Gansu Social Sciences), 
24–30 (2015); CHANG Xiaoming & XU Qiaoxian, 残疾儿童社会参与权实现困境及影响因素 (Dilemma and 
Influence Factors of Realizing the Right to Social Participation of Children with Disabilities), 3 人民论坛 
(People’s Tribune), 154–156 (2015). 

45 LI Jianfei, 残疾儿童权利保障的法律原则 (Legal Principles of the Protection of Rights of Children with 
Disabilities), 2 河南省政法管理干部学院学报 (Journal of Henan Administrative Institute of Politics and Law), 
112–116 (2008). 



52 FRONTIERS OF LAW IN CHINA  [Vol. 11: 30 

conducts an empirical and monographic study by sufficient analysis of the statistics on 
rehabilitation of children with disabilities. The research data is from the Bulletins of 
2010–2014, the Sample Survey 2006 and the National Population Census 2010 as well. 
This article discusses the main factors influencing the realization of the right of children 
with disabilities to rehabilitation in the framework of the protection mechanism set up by 
the government. We propose some suggestion on improving the protection mechanism of 
rehabilitation for children with disabilities. 

This study does not use professional statistical software for data analysis. However, 
the method used in this study is sufficient because the study mainly analyzes the 
protection mechanism established by the government, while does not concern other 
factors influencing the realization of the right of children with disabilities to rehabilitation. 
For instance, this study does not analyze the current economic development and cultural 
traditions on the macro level. Nor does this study discuss the parents’ awareness of 
rehabilitation for children with disabilities, the family condition of children with 
disabilities and degrees of disabilities on the micro level. Further special research needs 
to be carried out to analyze other factors influencing rehabilitation of children with 
disabilities in the future. 
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