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Mainland, Hong Kong, and Singapore, which reflects the changes in early
literacy practice between the 1990s and 2010s.

The book focuses on the practice of evaluating Chinese literacy attainment in
the early years and has introduced two widely used literacy scales. These two
important literacy measures are presented in the appendix of the book. Chinese
literacy teachers and researchers will find them very useful and helpful indeed.

Addressing a wide range of issues from the psychology to the practice of
Chinese literacy is certainly one of the strengths of this work, but the
multifaceted nature of the issues undermines the coherence of the book as a
whole. Despite this drawback, however, this book is expected to be a useful
handbook for L1, L2, and even L3 teachers and their educators who are
concerned with both fundamental theoretical issues and practical topics in
Chinese literacy teaching. It will also be a very important reference for
scientists, students, teachers, teacher educators, policymakers, and everyday
people and will serve as an important vehicle to facilitate practical and
theoretical studies of Chinese literacy learning and teaching.

In short, this bookis an excellent resource for Chinese teachers, teacher
educators, and researchers as it provides readers with an understanding of how
Chinese literacy can be taught in the early years as L1 and L2.

Linda Tsung
The University of Sydney
E-mail: Linda.tsung@sydney.edu.au
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How can we know that an education system is efficient and effective, or in other
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words, successful? An international, comparative perspective helps to illustrate
which education systems are more successful and more importantly, why.
Educational Policy Innovations: Levelling Up and Sustaining Educational
Achievement, the first volume of the Springer Education Innovation book series
by Wing On Lee, David Wei Loong Hung, and Laik Woon Teh, presents a group
of international researchers’ in-depth analysis of a selection of high performing
education systems (HPES) throughout the world. The HPES, according to the
three series editors, refers to “those systems that have gained international
attention for their successful implementation of innovative educational polices
that have both raised and sustained educational achievement” (p. v).

The researchers did not simply intend to explore the factors contributing to
some HPES’s successful performance on the Programme for International
Student Assessment (PISA), but also seek an understanding of a more
fundamental question about the healthy development of an education system and
its innovative policy strategies. In Chapter 2 the three editors explain that
exploring the HPES experience is directed toward “... understanding and learning
from HPES, not just how successful they are, but more critically to understand
the rationale behind their policies and practices, to envisage their challenges,
how they propose to overcome them and if there was any way one could avoid
the pitfalls they have experienced” (p. 26).

After a general discussions of the skills that should be promoted in 21st
century economies and their related educational policy strategies, the volume
presents a cluster of interesting cases to illustrate HPES, including Singapore
(covering three chapters), Finland, South Korea, Shanghai in the Chinese
Mainland, Hong Kong, the United States, and Ontario in Canada. The
contributors adopt different perspectives to analyze these education systems,
including teacher education, the government’s effort in leveling up academically
lower achieving students, and how to pursue educational success in a
multi-linguistic context (the Singaporean case); the reasons accounting for the
achievement and the potential challenges behind high quality education
systems (Finland, South Korea, and Ontario); the mechanisms for developing a
high-quality teaching force (Shanghai); the mixed model of centralization and
decentralization in Hong Kong’s school governance system; and three lessons
that can be learned from several HPES from the perspective of the United States,
including “teaching as a high quality profession,” “teaching as professionals at
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the centre of educational reforms, improvement and accountability,” and “a warm
lunch for each student” (pp. 185-199). The combination of the different cases
reveals a comprehensive picture of HPES across societies that differ from each
other in terms of the cultural tradition, social-economic development, and
political system.

Professor Wing On Lee summarized two major findings in the conclusion. The
first is that, instead of celebrating the successes of HPES, the researchers adopted
a critical approach in reflecting on the various challenges and problems of the
education systems in their respective societies. Examples include the demand for
multilingual skills, combating educational inequality, and striking a balance
between equity and the pursuit of high quality education. The second is a
common theme concurrently appearing between the different chapters, the factor
of “teachers, teaching, and teacher education” (p. 228) in different kinds of
education systems. The researchers, who came from diverse societies, agreed on
the importance of teachers in gaining education success and promoting teaching
as a profession in the society. A comparison between the case chapters indicates
different practices in promoting the professional status of teaching in varying
social contexts. Examples include attracting talent in the teaching force and
providing systematic training, treating teaching as a progressive, collaborative
practice in which teachers have opportunities to take part in research and
reflective activities, and striking a balance between teachers’ autonomy and the
accountability systems.

This volume makes a great contribution to the emerging discussions about how
to understand the PISA outcomes. The findings help readers, including
researchers, policymakers, educators, and the general public, to unpack the myth
of HPES. More importantly, the volume leads us to think more about the
questions raised in the discussion. For example, the case of Singapore (Chapter 6)
indicates that bilingualism seems to be compatible with achieving the HPES to
some extent. What implication may the research findings have for the
long-lasting debates on language policies in Hong Kong, the Chinese Mainland
(given its multiethnic background), and other multilingual societies facing
similar challenges? Moreover, in 2015, many more Chinese students in the
regions outside Shanghai will take part in the PISA assessment. The participation
of students from regions at different socioeconomic levels within China will help
to uncover the complexity within one HPES. It remains an interesting question as
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to whether the Chinese case will still qualify as a HPES based in the coming
PISA results. All of these questions could be probed further in future studies. A
comparative perspective helps to promote innovation through highlighting the
effectiveness of different policy strategies in varying social circumstances. We
look forward to upcoming volumes in the Springer Education Innovation book
series.

Zhenzhou ZHAO
The Hong Kong Institute of Education
E-mail: zhaozz@jied.edu.hk
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University rankings, or more broadly, international league tables for higher
education institutions, have become a subject receiving great attention around the
world. Although research has lent increasing focus to this emerging phenomenon,
few studies have examined the global ranking movement from a
macro-theoretical perspective and within a meta-methodological framework. Dr.
William Yat Wai Lo has devoted considerable effort to mapping out this new
arena and attempting to construct a new form of understanding through a case
study of the Taiwanese higher education system. This research supplements the
knowledge gap with respect to theoretical interpretations of world university
rankings. He tactically investigates the major effects of university rankings, how
the Taiwanese system may be reshaped in the global higher education landscape,
and how this phenomenon can be theorized.

Adopting an innovative approach, William Lo proposes a synthesis framework
in Chapter 3 of his book to examine the rankings phenomenon. This theoretical
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