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In January 2025, the United States issued executive orders that
could potentially curtail lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer,
and other sexual and gender minorities (LGBTQ+) rights and federal
aid to developing countries, such as public health programs under the
United States Agency for International Development (USAID)J[1.2].
In the Philippines, USAID has played an important role in funding
and supporting initiatives to address the country’s local HIV
epidemic[2.3].

The Philippines is one of the countries with a high burden of
HIV, with cases continuing to rise[4]. This increase can be partly
attributed to stigma and limited access to HIV healthcare services
and treatment[4-6]. To address this, USAID has implemented
various strategies in collaboration with its local partners. These
include integrating telehealth consultations for HIV healthcare
providers, expanding HIV awareness programs, strengthening
screening services beyond healthcare facilities to include schools
and workplaces, and increasing the availability of pre-exposure
prophylaxis (PrEP) and other lifesaving treatments through
partnerships with local commercial drugstores|2.3]. Therefore, it
becomes imperative to address the repercussions of the challenges
that the executive orders and the limited funding of the USAID in
the Philippines can bring.

Addressing the potential challenges stemming from these
executive orders on HIV programs in the Philippines necessitates
a multisectoral approach between governments, non-government
organizations, businesses, and local communities. First, funding
limitations and diversification of financial aid sources must be
addressed. Therefore, the Philippine’s Department of Health
(DOH), the private sector, and philanthropic organizations can step
in to support existing HIV programs. Likewise, HIV healthcare
providers and program managers can also collaborate with
pharmaceutical companies, local businesses, and non-government

organizations to help sustain services like PrEP distribution and

HIV screening. To further encourage the participation of private
companies and stakeholders, they can be incentivized by providing
tax incentives and government grants when they contribute to
funding HIV programs. In addition, local stakeholders from civic
society organizations and the DOH can consider strengthening their
partnerships with other international development agencies and
funders, including the Global Fund, UNAIDS, the World Health
Organization, and other partner countries, to help offset potential
funding losses.

Second, strengthening local HIV programs is imperative. Philippine
policymakers, government executives, advocates, and healthcare
workers can craft and implement policies that safeguard and
strengthen existing HIV programs, helping ensure their continuity
even if U.S. funding is reduced. Likewise, private corporations and
government agencies can support local organizations to scale up
community-based HIV programs, such as mobile testing clinics, peer
education, and harm reduction services. Furthermore, integrating
HIV services into general and primary healthcare, such as routine
health services like annual medical examinations, can reduce stigma
and improve accessibility.

Third, HIV services and programs can be expanded through
digital and community-based platforms, leveraging the widespread

popularity of social media and online platforms, particularly
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among young people in the Philippines|7]. For example, telehealth
consultations can be expanded to bridge gaps in HIV care, especially
in remote areas. Since there is an increasing cases of HIV among
the young, HIV awareness can be strengthened through leveraging
social media platforms and influencers to help normalize discussions
about HIV and reduce stigma. In addition, government and private
stakeholders can enhance grassroots movements and community-
based services supporting at-risk populations by providing additional
educational, human, and financial resources.

Lastly, legal protection is also crucial since the HIV epidemic in
the Philippines affects vulnerable and key populations, including
LGBTQ+ people, such as gay and bisexual men and transgender
people. Therefore, it is essential to advocate for anti-discrimination
laws that can help protect LGBTQ+ people from discrimination and
marginalization, safeguarding their rights and healthcare access.
This is especially crucial in the Philippines, where no national policy
currently exists to provide such protection[8]. Likewise, strengthening
local LGBTQ+ advocacy groups is ever more essential to ensure that
affected communities have a voice in policymaking and program
implementation.

Overall, while potential funding limitations stemming from the
executive orders in the United States present challenges for countries
supported by the United States, proactive advocacy, diversified
funding, and community-driven efforts can help sustain and expand
HIV programs in these countries, as exemplified in the Philippines.
The key is multisectoral collaboration between the government, non-
government organizations, private businesses, and local communities

to ensure that critical HIV services are accessible to those in need.
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