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Since the beginning of the industrial revolution about two hundred years ago there has been rapid development of
globalization in the world. Today, globalization continues at an increasing pace, and more countries and their peoples are
able to benefit from this development. A key foundation of global development is advances in the world’s agricultural and
food systems.

Increasingly, the world’s consumer demand safe, nutritious and quality foods. The challenges to meeting these
demands during rapid global development are explored from various perspectives in this issue. Dr. Jen presents a case
study of China and the diversity of problems in the world’s largest country. The remaining papers examine various aspects
of emerging problems in the world’s food systems. Different food safety issues are discussed ranging from microbial,
chemical and biochemical issues, several nutritional fields are also addressed such as the effectiveness of the digestive
process.

The diversity of topics presented in this special issue represents the breadth of challenges facing the international food
science community. All must be tackled with integrative approaches to provide a solid foundation for the rapid global
developments which are bringing many positive benefits to the world’s standard of living.
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